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Diſcourſe chiefly tending to excite; 
and promote the decaying Love 
of Chriſt in the hearts of Chriſtians. 
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With an Appendix concerning Chriſt's! 
| Manifeſtation of himſelf to them that 
Love him. 1 1 
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1 Cor. 16. 22. If any man Love not the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, let him be Anathema 


| Mar auatha. 
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* To the Reader. 
3 (): Saviour ſent an Epiſtl e front 


heaven to the Church of Ephe- _ 
ſus, wherein he reproveth her 
becauſe ſhe had left her firſt love, and 
threatneth the Removal of her Can- 
dleſtick, that he would take away her 
light, if ſhe did not recover her Love. 
By the ſame hand at the ſame time © 
he ſent another Epiſtle to the Church 
of Laodicea, wherein he reproveth her 
Lukewarmneſs , and threatneth, be- 
cauſe ſhe was neither hot nor cold, he © 
would ſpue her out of his month, Rev. 
2. 4, 5. &.. 3. 15, 16. And are Chriſti- 
ans in England under no ſuch ſin, in 
0 ſuch danger © when ſome ſcoff at 
the flames of love to Chriſt, lite dogs 
that bark at the Moon ſo far above 
them ; when the moſt nominal Chriſt- 
zan are wholly ſtrangers to this Love, 
whatever their 9 knowledge be; ö 
2 #2 | 
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The preface. 


. 3 . 
dhe former looking upon it as but a 
fancy, the latter having it only in the 


Theory : and when amongſt thoſe” 
Chriſtians who love Chriſt in ſencerity, 
there are ſo few that know what it is 
to Love Chriſt with fervour and arden- 


cy when there is ſo General a decay 


of Love to Chriſt in the Land, Lord 
what is like to become of England ? 
Have we uot provoked the Lord to 
take away our Candleſtick, to ſuffer the 


worſe than Egyptian darkneſs to over- 
ſpread us again, and cover our Light, 


becanſe it ſhineth with ſuch cold beams, 


becanſe the Light of Knowledge in the 


head is accompanyed with ſo little 
warmth of Love to Chriſt in the hearts 
of moſt Chriſtians 2 Every one will fetch 


water to quench fire in a general con- 


| Rlagration ʒ and ſurely there is need in 


a day of ſuch General decay of Love to 
Chriſt, that ſome ſhould fetch fire, free 


from heaven, and uſe bellaws too, Ar- 


guments I mean, to enkindle and blow 
* 0 the ſpark of” Love fo Chriſt, which 


ee ner 


To the Reader. | 
| ſeems ſo ready to expire. Reader, The 
following diſcourſe concerning the True 
Chriſtians Love of the unſeen Chriſt , 
7s not finely ſpun, and curiouſly woven 
with neatneſſes of wit and language 
it is not flouriſhed and ſet off with va- 
riety of Metaphors, Hyperbol ies, Rhe- 
torical Elegancies, or Poetical Fancies 
and fragments ; it is not adorned and 
fringed with the ſpecions ſhow of many 
Marginal Quotationt, excerpted out 
of divers Authors; The diſconrſe. i. 
plain, but the Author bath endeavour 
ed that it might be warm, his deſign 
being moreto advance his Maſter than 
Himſel F in thy eſteem; and if he have 
leſs of thy praiſe, ſo his Lord may have 
more of thy love, his great end is at- 
Fained, The chief part of this dif- 
conrſe concerning the love of Chri 
i, Application, and about two thirds 
of it Exhortation (there being genc- 
rally in this knowing age more need of 
excitation than information) where 
thou haſt variety of arguments and mo- 
PINTS #3 ' tives © 


Tue Preface, &c. 
tives to ſtir up and provoke unto the 
love of Chriſt, together with divers 


diretions how to attain this love in 


the truth and ſtrength of it and where- 


in the ſtrength of love to Chriſt ſhould 
evidence it ſelf. There is alſo an appen- 
_aix added for farther enconragement 
 #nto the love of Chriſt, concerning 
Chriſt's manifeſtation of himſelf unto 

fudb as love him. The whole diſcourſe 


i practical, nothing in it controverſal; 


ot only 3 but Papiſt too 


1 ill verbally ac cnowledee the obligati- 


*r which Chriſtians | have to love 


_ Chriſt, and none will oppoſe this that 


are true Chriſtians, none but Turks , 


Tufidels aud Devils are profeſſedly a- 


gainſt it. That this little Book may 


be bleſſed by the Lord to be a means to 


warm. and inflame thine heart with 


love to the nnſeen Chriſt, is the earneſt 
Prager of 1 


A hearty well-wiſher to thy ou 


Thomas Vincent. 
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8 The 155 Chriſtians Loe 


or THE 


Unſeen Chriſt : 


1 Pet. 1. 8. 15 
Whom not having Seen, ye Love; in 
whom, though now ye ſee him not, 


yet Belicving, je Rejoyce with To | 
unſpeakable, and al of Glory, _ 


HE Life of Chriſtianity doth conſiſt 
very much in our Love unto Chriſt, 
Without Love unto Chriſt, we are 
as much without Spiritual Life, as a 
Earkaſs when the Soul is fled from it, is with- 
our Natural Life. Faith without Love to 
Chriſt, is a dead Faith; and a Chriſtian with- 
out Love to Chriſt, is a dead Chriſtian ; dead 
in Sins and Tre} paſſes, Without Love to Chriſt, 
ve may have the Name of Chriſtians, but we 
are wholly without the Nature: we may have 
the Form of Godlinefs but are wholly without 


be : the 
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the Power. Give me thine Heart, is the language 

of God to all the Children of Men, Prov. 23. 

26. And Give me thy Love, is the language of | 

Chriſt unto all his Diſciples. 
Chriſt knoweth the command and influence 

which Love to him, in the Truth and Strength 

b of it, hath : How it will Engage all the other 

| Affections of his Diſciples for Him; that if be 
have their Love, their Deſires will be chiefly 

after Him, their Hopes and Expectations will 
be chiefly from bim, their Hatred, Fear, Grief, 
Anger, will be carried forth ciefly unto Sin, 
as it is Offenſive unta Him. He Ln thar 
Love will Engage and Employ, for Him 
all the Powers and Faculties of their Souls; 
their Thoughts will be brought into Captivity 
and Obi.dience unto Him ;their Underſtandings 
will be employed in Seeking and Finding out his 
Truths; their Memories wilt be Receptacles to 
retain them; their Conſcience will be ready to 
Accuſe and Excuſe as his Faithful Deputies, their 
Wills will Chooſe and Refuſe according to his 
Direction and revealed Pleaſure. All their Senſes 
and the Members of their Bodies, will be his 

Servants: their Eyes will See for him, their Ears 
will Hear for him, their Tongues will ſpeak for 
him, their Hands will Work for him, rheir Feet 
will Walk for him: All their Gifts and Talents 
will be ar his Devotion and Service. If he have 
their Love, they will be ready to Do for him 
what he tequireth 3 they will be ready to 
Suffer for him, whatever he calleth them unto : 
It they bave much Love to him, they will nor 
think much of Denying themſelves, taking up 
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to the Oxnſeen Chriſt. 2 


his Croſs and following him wherever he lead- 
eth them, love to Chrift then being fo Eſſential 
unto true Chriſtianity, ſo earneſtly look d for by 
our Lord and Maſter, ſo Powerfully Command - 
ing in the Soul and over the whole Man, ſo 
Greatly Influential on Duty; I have made choice 
of this ſubject of Love to 2 to Treat on; 
and my chief Endeavor herein ſhall be to Excite 
and Provoke Chriftians unto the Lively and Vi- 
gorous Exerciſe of this Grace of Love unto the 


Lord Jeſus Chrift ; of which Incentives, there 


is a Great and Univerſal need. | ; 

The Epiſtle wherein my Text lyeth, was 
written by Peter the Apoſtle of the Circumciſion, 
and is directed to theStrangers ſcattered through- 
out Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Aſia and Bithy- 
nia, as in the firſt v. of this Chapter. By theſe 
Strangers we are to underſtand the ſcattered 


' Fews, who were Strangers in theſe ſeveral 


Countries where they did Inhabir, We read 
in the 2d of the Act, that there came up many 
of theſe Fews, from theſe and other Countries, 
unto Feruſalem to Worſhip, and in the remple 
hearing Apoſtles ſpeaking with divers 


: Tongues, which were of uſe in the diverſe Pla-' 


ces where they did live; and that withour In- 
ſtruction from Man, bur as the Spirit gave 
them. urterance ; they were Amazed and Con- 


founded : and afterward hearing Peter preach, 


through the Wonderful Power of the Spirit, 
three thouſand of them were Converted by one 
Sermon unto the Chriſtian Faith, and added to 
the Chriftian Church, When the Feaſt of 
Pentecoſt was over, theſe Converted Jen: 

AS 10 


4 The true Chriſtians Love 
returned into their Countries where their ſeve- 
ral Dwellings, Families and Callings were : 
which Contries being Heatheniſn and Idola- 
trous, no doubt but there they met with Op- 
poſition and Suffering upon the account of the 
Chrittian Religion, which they became Zealous 
Profeſſors of, beſides what they endured from 
their own Countreymen, or Unconverted Fews 
who hared Chriſtianity more than the Hea- 
thens did. The Apoſtle doth ſeem to have a 
_ reſpect unto theſe in this Epiſtle, wherein he 
doth encourage them under their ſufferings for 
the ſake of Chriſt by many Conſolarory Argu- 
ments. Inthe 2d v. he wiſheth that Grace and 
Peace might be multiplied in them and toward. 
them, and then though their Sufferings did a- 
bound, their Conſolations would abound much 
more, In the 3d 4th and 5th ver He bleſſetb God 


for his aboundant Mercy towards them in beger- 


ingthem unto a lively Hope of the glorious and 
never-fading Heavenly Inheritance which was 
reſerved for them through God's Infinite Grace, 
and unto which they were reſerved and kept 

through Faith by God's infinite power, In the 
6th and 7th verſes, he telleth them, however 
they were in beavineſs through manifold Temp- 
tations, that is Afflictions, which are the World's 
left-hand Temptations ; yer he giveth them 
to underftand that theſe afflictions they were 
but for a ſeaſon 53 weeping may endure for a 
night, but joy comerh in the morning; they 
were but needful to humble them, to purifie 
them, to cruciſie them to the world, to make 
them conformable to their head the Lord Jeſus. 


* Chriſt, 


n ß * 5  W 
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faith, that the truth of it might a ppear hoth to 
themſeves and orhers, and that the worth of ir 
might appear how much more precious than 
Gold when it is tryed in the Fire, which carry- 


# ing them thorow. their ſufferings, might be 
found both to their own praiſe and their Maſ- 


ters honour, at the appearing of Jeſus Chriſt : 
and then the Apoſtle doth take occafion in the 
text to ſpeak of rheir Love which they did 
bear unto this Jeſus Chriſt, and- of thar un- 


ſpeakable and glorious joy, which doth reſult 


from believing in; him although rhey had no 
ſight of him, which no trouble or affliction 
could overwhelm or hinder. M/hom having not 
ſeen ye love, in whom though now ye ſee bim not, 
yet believing ye rejoyce with joy unſpeakable and 


| full of Glory. Hence obſerve, 


Doct. 1. That it is the F be and duty of 
true Chriſtians to Love Feſus Chriſt whom they 
have never ſeen. Whom having not ſeen ye Love, 

oct. 2. That true Chriſtians do believe in an 


unſeen Chriſt, In whom though now ye ſee Him 


not, yet believing. 


Dodt. 3. That true Chriſtians do or may rejoice 


in Believing with unſpeakable and glorious joy. In 
whom, though now ye ſee him not, yet Believing ye 
rejoice with Foy unſpeakable and full of Glory, © 


Here are three great points to be treated of. 


1. Concerning the Love of Chriſtians unta 
Chrift, 2. Concerning the faith of Chriſtians in 
Chriſt. 3. Concerning the. Joy of Chriſtians in 
Believing, For the preſent I ſhall ſpeak only - 
oo "Ol 


to the Unſeen Crit. oe 
EZ Chriſt, and that they were for the tryal of their 
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6 The true Chriſtians Love 
the love of Chriſtians unto Chriſt under the 


firſt Doctrine, the other two I may have op- 
porvunity to treat of afterwards, 2 


Section, I. 


Doct. T=. it is the Property and duty. F true 
=» Chriſtians to love the Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
mhom they have never ſeen. 4 
In handling of this point I ſhall ſpeak. 1 Con- 
cerning true Chriſtians who do love Jeſus 
Cbriſt. 2. Concerning Jeſus Chriſt whom they 
ha ve never ſeen, the Object of their Love. 3- 
Concerning the Love which they bare unto this 
unſeen Chriſt. 4. Shew that is is the Property 
of true Chriſtians ro Love Jeſus Chriſt whom 
they have never ſeen, 5, That it is their Duty 
to love him. 6. How they ought to love Him. 
7. Why they do love Him, where I ſhall give 
the reaſons of the point. 8. Make ſome Uſe 
and 8 $a 
I. Concerning true Chriſtians whoſe proper- 
ty it is to love Jeſus Chriſt whom they have ne- 
ver ſeen, whom baving not ſeen ye love, ye love, 
that is, ye who are true Chriftians, who are ſo 
in reality as well as profeſſion; and of theſe true 
Chriltians that do love Chrift, the Apoſtle does 
give a diſcription in the 2d. ver. where he calls 
them, Elect according id the foreknowledge of God 
the Father, through Sanftification of the Spirit un- 
to obedience, and Sprinkiing of the blood of Feſus 
Chriſt. True Chriftians are Elect according ro 
the foreknowledge of God the Father, they are 
uch whom God according to the Councel of his 


OWN: 


is the Deen Chriit: 5 
own will, according to his own purpoſe and 
grace, did chooſe from all Eternity to be a ho- 
ly and peculiar people to himſelf, ro glorify him 
here on Earth, and that they might be glorifyed 


by him hereafter in heaven. And this election 
doth evidence it ſelf in the Sanctification of the 


Spirit, true Chriſtians are ſanctiſied being Sepa - 
rated and ſet apart from the reſt of the world, 
for God's uſe and ſervice: God hath ſealed them 
for himſelf, and hereby diſt inguiſhed them from 
all others, the Motto of which ſeal is this, Ho- 
lineſs unto the Lord. See a deſcription of them 
in this reſpect, 2 Tim. 2. 21. F any man purge 


himſelf from theſe, be ſhall be a veſſel! unto Honcur] 
ſandtihjed and meet for the Maſters uſe, and re- 


pared unts every good work: they are purged from 


che defilement of fin, which doth pollute and 
diſhonour them, they are veſſels unto honour, _ 
like thoſe of Silver and Gold in a great houſe, 


which are adorned with Pearls and precious 


tones ; they are adorned with all ſanctifying 


graces, which are of more worth than the rich- 
1 ; and hereby they are both beautiful 
in God's eye, and they are made meet for God's 
uſe, being hereby prepared and enabled unto 
every good work. This the Apoſtle prays for 
in the behalf of the Tbeſſalonians, 1 Theſſ. 5. 23. 
And the very God of peace ſanctiſie you wholly, and I 
pray God your whole Spirit and Soul, and Body 
be preſerved blameleſſe unto the coming of our 


Lord Feſus Chriſt, True Chriſtians are ſanctiſy- 


ed wholly, in their whole man, though they be 
not ſanctified thorowly : they are ſanctified in 
every part, though they are not ſanctified in the 
do >. higheſt 


8 The true Chriſtians Love 


higheſt degree. Their whole Spirit is ſanctified 
that is the higher faculties of the ſoul, namely 
the underſtanding and the will: their under- 
ſtandings are enlightned by the Spirit unte 
a Spiritual diſcerning both of good and evil, be- 
vyond what any natural man doth or can attain 
unto ; their wills are bowed, or rather rectified 

and made ſtraight, being enclined unto God an 

his Law. Their Souls are ſanctified in the infe- 
rior faculties, in all the affections belonging both 
to the concupiſcible and the irraſcible apperite ; 
their liking affections of Love, defire, delight 
and hope are towards God and Chriſt and things 
above; their difliking affections of hatred, fear, 


grief and anger are towards fin, Their bodies 


alſo are ſanctiſied being made members of Chrift, 
and inſtruments of Righteouſneſs; their eyes, 
ears, tongues, hands, feet and every part being 
devoted to God, and made uſe of For his glory; 
Thus true Chriſtians are ſanctified by the ſpirit. 
And they are ſanctified unto obedience, the 
graces which are wrought by the ſpirit in their 
hearts, do appear in the obedience of their lives; 

the courſe of their lives is a courſe of obedience 
umo the laws of Chriſt: they are ſanctiſied un- 


to obedience and they are ſanctiſied unto ſprink- 


ling of the blood of Jeſus Chriſt; God hath ſer 
them apart to be ſprinkled with the blood of the 
immaculate Lamb, who takes away fin that they 
might be pardoned and ſaved, fuch are true 
_ Chriſtians who love Chriſt whom they have not 


Section II. 


p „ 
o the UnſeenChrilf. © og 


Section II. 


—— ew 


Secondly ( Oncerning the object of true Chri- 


ftians Love, and that is Jeſus Chriſt 


whom they have never ſeen. This Jeſus Chriſt 


whom they love is the Eternal Son of God, the 
ſecond Perſon in the glorious Trinity, who in time 
aſſumed our Humane Nature, clothed himſelf 
with our mortal Flefh, lived like a feryant in a 
mean condition, died like a malefactor the curf- 


ed Death of the Croſs, and all for our ſakes, for 


our (ins, roſe again the third day for our Juſti- 
ficarion, aicended up into heaven after forty days, 
and there ſer dowa atrheright hand of the throne 
of the Majeſty on high, ro make interceſſion for 

us, and to make preparation there for our recep- 
tion, into the glorious Manfions and Eternal Ha- 
bitations, which are in the Father's bonſe. He 


is called Jeſus from the Hebrew word yt which 


ſigniſieth to ſave becauſe he ſaveth his people from 
their ſins, Matth. 1. 21, He is called Chriſt from 
the Greek word xi which fignifieth to anoint, 


| he being anointed by the Father with the Spirit 
and with Power, to be Mediator between God 


and Man, to be the great Prophet and Prieſt, 
and King of the Church. This Jeſus Chrift 
Chriſtians have not ſeen with the eye of ſenſe ; 
indeed ſome Chriſtians in the primitive times, 
as the Apoſtles who were of his family, and o- 
ther diſciples who converſed with him frequent- 
ly, did ſee Chriſt with the eye of ſenſe, but ir 
was in his ftare of Humiliation, when he was 
here upon the Earth, not in his ſtare of Exaltati- 

on, 
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on, now he is in Heaven; yet ſome have ſeen 


Chriſt after his Aſcention, namely Paul at his con · 
verſion, and Stephen the proto Martyr before be 
died; but none have had a perfect ſight with bo- 
dily eyes of the Glory which is upon Chriſt's Bo- 
dy, the luſtre of which is ſo great that none can 


behold it in this ſtate of weakneſs and imperfecti- 


on, and live, But whatever fight ſome Chriſtians 
have had formerly, no Chriſtians now have a fight 
of Chriſt's Perfon ; they have heard of him with 
the nearing of the Ear, but they have nor ſeen 
bim with the ſeeing of the Eye ; they have ſeen 
Repreſentations of Chriſt in the Sacrament, bur 
they have never ſeen his Perſon that is repre- 
fenred ; they have ſeen his Image upon their Fel- 
ow - Chriſtians, but they have not ſeen the ori - 
ginal from whom this Image hath been drawn. 
Some Chriſtians have been in Judea, and ſeen 
the place where the Lord li ved; and at Feru/a- 
lem and ſeen the place where the Lord dyed ; 
and Viſited the place of his Sepulchre where the 
Lord for a time did lye: and they have ſeen 
the Mount whence the Lord Aſcended; but no 
Chriſtians now alive have been in Feruſalem, on 
Mount Sion, which is above, to ſee where the 


Lord now is in bis Glory. Iris this Jeſus Cbrit 
whom Chriſtians have not ſeen, that is the Ob- 


ject of their Love. 


Section III. 15 

Thirdly, ¶ Oncerning the Love which True 
| Chriſtians do bear unto this unſeen 
Chrift, Love is the going forth of the Heart un- 
* d 
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to the Unſeen Chri. - Þ 


to the Object Beloved; and the Love which 
n True Chriſtians do bear unto Jeſus Chriſt, is a 
n Grace wrought by the Spirit in their hearts, 
Ie whereby upon diſcovery and believing Appre- 


D- henſions of Chriſt's infinite Lovelineſs and Excel- 

9 lency, his Matchleſs Love, Grace and Mercy; j 
in their Hearts do go forth towards him in Ear- N 
i- neſt deſires after Union to him, and communi-— 
8 on with him, wherein they take chief Compla- 4 
I cency ; and this accompanied with a yeilding i 
h and dedication of themſelves unto his will and — 
n ſervice. _ | . | 

n 1. The Love ef Chriſtians unto Chriſt, is 4Grace. 

t wrought in their Hearts by the Spirit. It is a Flow- "nf 
- er moſt Sweet and Fragrant, but there is no Seed "i 
— of it in the Nature of any Man ſince the Fall, 1 
- it is planted in the Soul by the Spirit of God. ll. 
. Love to Chriſt is a Divine Spark, thar comes || 


down from above; a fire which is kindled by 
the breath of the Lord, whoſe Eſſence is Love. 
2. The Ground of this Love to Chriſt, is the dife 
covery and believing Apprehenſions of Chriſts Love= 
lineſſe and Love, There muſt be firſt a diſcove- 
very of Chriſt as a ſurable Object for Love, and 
| not a bare Notion of this, bur beleiving appre- 
henſions of it, that Chriſt is Infinitely lovely, | 
Superlatively Excellent; and that his love is 
Matchleſs and Tranſcendent towards the Chil- 
dren of Men, that there is a Treaſury in him, 
and. a Storehouſe of all Graces, and the moit 
Needful and Rich Snpplies.; otherwiſe there 
will be no going forth of the Heart in Love un- 
| te him. 8 | 
3. The Ming: of Chriſtians lave to Chriſt, Go 
their 
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their defires after Union unto, and Communion 
with Chriſt. It is the Nature of love to deſire 
Union to the Object be loved; eſpecially of this 


love to Chriſt: and this Union being attained, 


the deſires are after Communion with Chrift, 


Converſe and Fellowfhip with him; no Con- 
verſe is ſo deſirable as with the Perſons whom 


we moſt dearly. love: and this Communion 
being attained, there is chief Complacency 
therein, the Soul doth ſweetly reſt and repoſe it 


ſelf in Chrift, and rejoyceth in his preſence and 


love, | g 
4. The Concomitant of this Love which True 
Chriſtians have unto Chriſt, is a yielding and dedi- 


cation of themſelves unto his will and Service. Lov- 


ers do give themſelves unto thoſe whom they 
love; this accompanieth the Marriage- Union; 
and ſuch as love Chriſt, "they are Eſpouſed and 
joyned unto Chrift; and they give themſelves 
unto Chriſt to be his, and wholly at bis diſpoſe, 


as the Wife giveth her ſelf unto the diſpoſe of 
her Husband, 


3 
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Section IV. 


Fourthly, T He Fourth thing is to ſhew, that 
it is the Property of all true Chri- 


— 


ſtians, to Love this unſeen Chriſt. True Chriſti- | 


ans are differenced and diftinguiſhzd, not only 
from all Heathens and Infidels, bur alſo from 
all bare Nominal Chriſtians; by their love to 
Jeſus Chriſt, Ir is tic Property of Covetous Per- 
tons to love Worldly Wealth and Riches: It is 


the 


to the Unſeen Chriſt, 13 
theProperty of Ambitious Perſons, to love world- 


«4 iy Honour and Dignities; and for Voluptuous 
is Perſons to love ſenſual Pieaſures and Delights; 
n and for True Chriſtians to Love Jeſus Chrift 
N. whom they have never ſeen. None but ſuch as 
. Lare True Chriſtians do Love Chriſt, and all 
a bboſe that are True Chriſtians do love him. The 
n | Lovelineſs of Chriſt doth appear not to the Eye 
y ol Senſe, bur to the Eye of Faith; they chat do 


ir | nor ſee him with this Eye, they cannot love bim; 
3 and they that do ſee him with this Eye, they 
cannot chooſe but love him. Such as do not love 
Chriſt, it is not hecauſe. Chriſt wants Beauty, bur 
becauſe they are blind. Now all true Chriſti- 
ans have this Eye of Faith, to diſcern Chriſt's 
V Excellencies; and none but True Chriſtians 
have this Eye; the Eſſence of Chriſtianity doth 
1 conſiſt in Believing : Reaſon makes us Men, bur 
+ | Faith makes us True Chriſtians, It being there- 
: fore the property of True Chriſtians to believe, 
F it is their property allo to love this Uaſeen Chriſt. 


1 — 


Section v. 


Fifthly, Tie Fifth thing is to ſhew, that it is 
the Duty of all True Chriſtians to 

love this unſeen Chriſt. This wili appear if 
vou look into Fobn 21. 15. 16, 17. Peter was 
„one of the boldeſt and forwardeſt of all Chriſt's 
f diſciples, but he had been withal too (elf con- 
dent, which was the introduction unto and la id 
the foundation for his fall and thrice ſhameful 
denial of his Maſter ; a look from his mag + >= 
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14 The true Chriſtians Love 
him in remembrance, and brought him to Re- 
pentance with bitter weeping for his ſin ſo ſoon 


as it was commited. After our Saviour Was 
riſen from the dead, he appears unto Peter With 


other of his diſciples and in this place he asketh 
the ſame queſtion in the ſame words three times, 


Simon Son of Fonas, loveft thou me ? Whereby 
as he doth tacitly upbraid him for his great fin in 
his three times denial of him (which had there not 


been a defect in his love, he would never have 


done) ſo he doth alſo give a ſignification that love 
to himſelf is the great dury, and the great thing 
which he doth look for in all his diſciples, 


—C 


— r ** 


Section. VI. 


FT He 6th thing is to ſhew how Chriftians ought 


to love this unſeer Chriſt, 


r, Chriſtians ought to love Chriſt with ſin- 


cerity of love, Eph. 6. 24. Grace be with all them 
that Love our Lord Feſus Chriſt in Sincerity. It 
was the great fin of Fudah, Fer. 3. 10, Thar ſhe 
turned not to the Lord with her whole heart, but 
feignedly : ſo it is a great fin to love Chriſt 
with a feigned and iypocritical love; the 
love of Chriſtians to Chriſt oughr to be uncere 
in regard of the habit & inward workings of 


it, they muſt love him not only in ſhow, word, 


and oatward profeſſion, but their love muſt be 
cordial in the heart and ſo a love indeed and in 
truth: and the love of Chriſtians ro Chriſt muſt 
be ſincere in regard of the object of it, they muſt 
love Chriſt for himſelf and not chiefly for harr 

EK they 


* 
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to the Unſeen Crit. 135 
they get by him; to love Chriſt only for Tem- 
poral gain is hy pocritical love, to love Chriſt 
cheifly for other gain is nor fo, ſpiritual, but to 
love Chriſt for his own excellencies and perfecti. 


ons is moſt ſincere and generous, this ſincerity 


of love to Chriſt is every ones duty, 


2. Chriſtians ought to love Chriſt with Supre - 
macy of love, they muſt place him in the bigh- 
eli ſeat of their hearts; he is a Great King, and 
he looks for the Throne, and that all Creatures 
ſhould be placed beneath him, and ftand ar his 
Footſtool: Math. 10. 37, He that loveth Father 
or mother more than me, u not worthy of Me > 


be that loveth Son or Daughter more than Me, is 
= wot: Vorthy of Me. They are the werds of 


our Saviour : Chriſtians may love Father and 
Mother, the Law of God and Nature doth re- 
quire it; they may love Husband and Wife, 
the Word of God enjoyneth the Husband to love 
his Wife as his own Body, and as Chriſt loved 
the church; they may love Sons, Doughters, 
Brethren, Siſters, Kindred, Friends yea Ene- 


mies, and they ought to do it; yet all muſt be 


with a ſubordinate love, but they muſt love Chriſt 
with their chief love ; otherwiſe they are not 
worthy to ſtand in the Relation of Diſciples. 
3. Chriſtians ought to love Chriſt with Ar- 
dency of Love: Luk. 24. 32. And they ſaid 
one o another, did not our Hearts burn within 
uu, while be talked with us by the ay, and while 
he opened to us the Scriptures 2 This burning love 
enkindled in the heart of his Diſciples, and this 
burning love Chrift requireth of all Chriſtians ; 


Cane. g. 6, 7, Love is firong Death, the coals 


thereof 


* 


16 The true Chriſtians Love 
thereof are coals of Fire which hath a vebement 
Flame. Many Waters cannot quench Love, neither 


can the Floods drown it. Such a ſtrong vehement 
ardent flaming love Chriſtians ſhould have unto 


- Teſus Chriſt, which all the waters of Afflicticn 


may. not be able ro quench, which no Flouds 
of Temptations or Perſecution may be able 


to drown and overwhelm. Therefore 


-4. Chriſtians ought to love Chriſt with Core 
ftancy of Love. Having begun to love him, 
they ought to continue to love him, and to love 
him unto the end; as they ought to be conſtant 
in their Obedience, and to perſevere in their 
other Graces ; ſo they oughr to be conſtant 
and ro perſevere in this Grace of loye to Chriſt, 
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Seventhly, T HE Seventh thing is to ſhew, 
3 why true Chriſtians do Love 
Chriſt, whom they have never ſeen. 
EKRea. 1. True Chriſtians do love Chriſt becauſe 
of the Need which they have of him. Men do 
love their Neceſſary Food, without which their 
Bodies would ſtarve with Hunger: Men do 
love their Neceſſary Raiment and Habitations, 
without which in Winter Seaſons their Bodyes 


0 nod ths. — 


would ftarve with Cold. Men do love their 
Neceffary Friends, upon whom {under God ) 
they have their Dependance, and from whom 


they have all their Subſiſtange: But no Thing 
in the World, or Friend the World, is 0 


Need 


and Salvation, which they had by Chrift, did 


them: They have need of Chriſt, when they 


ned, to Enlarge them; when they are Weak, 


| to the Unſeen Chrift, 19 
Needful to the Body, as the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
is unto the Soul : and as the Excellencies of 
the Soul, are far beyond the Excellencies of 
the Body; ſo the Neceſſities of the Soul, are 
far beyond the Neceſſities of the Body: which 
Neceſſities can be anſwered: by none but Jeſus 
Chriſt; and therefore True Chriſtians do love 
him. At firſt Converſion when they were con- 
vinced of fin, awakened out of their carnal ſe- 
curity, O what. Need had they, and did chey ſee 
they had of Chriſt ! they perceived themſelves 
to be loſt, and that it was Chriſt only that 
could fave them; they felt the Wounds of Con- 
ſcience, and it was Chriſt only that could Heal 
them; they feared the Wrath of a Sin reveng- 
ing God, and it was Chriſt only that could 
Deliver them. The Remiſſion, Reconciliation 


lay the firſt Foundation of a moſt endeared love 
unto Chriſt; And ſtill they perceive a contiuual 
need of Chriſt, to procure daily pardon for them, 
and to convey dayly ſupplyes of Grace unto 


are Dark to Enlighten them ; when they are 
Dead to Quicken them; when they are Straight- 


to Strengtheh them; when they are Sad, 10 
Comfort them; when they are Tempred, o 
Succour them; when they are Fallen, to Raiſe 
them; when thy are in Doubts, to Reſolve 
them; when they are under Fears, to Encour- 
age them; when they ſtagger, to Eſtabliſh them; 
when they Wander, ro Reſtore them: Chrilt, 
and None but Chriſt, can do all this, and more 

1 prone 
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the need and uſefulneſs of Chriſt, true Chriſti- 
ans do love him. | 9 
Rea. 2. True Chriſtians do love an unſeen Chriſt, 


neſs tho it be not and cannot here be ſeen by the 
Eye of the Body, yet it is evident unto the Eye of 
Faith: ſee the Deſrciption which is given of Chrift 
the Beloved, by his Spouſe the Church, Cant. 5. 9. 
The Daughters of Feruſalem there enquire of the 
love-fick Spouſe, Mbat is thy Beloved more than 
another Beloved, O thou faireſt amonpſt Women r 
what is thy Beloved more than another Beloved, 
that thou doſt ſo charge w ? Hereupon the 
Spouſe giveth a Deſcription, ver. o. My Beloved 
is White and Ruddy, the cheifeſt among ten thou- 


fand and after ſhe had ſer forth his Graces, 
Beauties, and Excellent Accompliſhments, in ' 


Metaphors taken from beanties in the ſeveral 
parts of mans body, in the 11, 12, 13, and 
14, verſes, ſhe concludeth in the 15, and 16, 
verſes, His Countenance is as Lebanon, Excellent 
a the Cedars, His Mouth is moſt ſweet, yea 
he is altogether Lovely. This is my Beloved, and 


- this is my Friend O Daughters of Feruſalem. The 


Spouſe is here acknowledged to þe the Faireft 
among Women, and not only by the Daughters 
of Feruſalem, but her Beloved, who had a more 
curious eye, doth both commend her lovelineſs 
and admire it: ch. 6, 4, 5. Thou art beautiful, O 
my Love, as Tirzab; comely as Feruſalem : Turn 
away thine eyes from me, for they bave overcome 
me, and ver. 10, Abo is this that looketh forth as 
the Morning fair as the Moon, clear & the ws 
= 


than this for them: and therefore becauſe of | 


becauſe of the Lovelineſs of Chriſt; which Loveli- bs 


to the Unſeen Chriſt = 


and Terrible as an Army with Banners? But 


what beauty is there then in the Betved ; if the 
Church be beautiful beyond all other of the 


Children of men, bow beautiful is Jeſus Chriſt 


from whom the Church doth derive all its come- 
lineſs ? He is ſaid to be White and Ruddy, that 
ſhews the beauty of his Face; and his Counte- 


| nance is ſaid to be as Lebanon, and like the lof- 
| ty Cedars thereof, that ſhews the Majeſty of 


his Face. His Mouth is faid to be moſt Sweet; 
and ſweet it is indeed, in regard of the Graci- 
ous words which proceed from it; no Doctrine 


| ſo ſweet as Chriſt's Doctrine, no Precept? (o, 


ſweet as Chriſt's Precepts, no Promiſes ſo (weer 
as Chriſt's Promiſes, Bur to ſum vp all Excel- 
lencies and Perfeckions, in a word, he is ſaid ro 
be altogether Lovely, there is no Perſon or Thing 
in the World that is moſt lovely, which can pro- 
perly be called altogether lovely: Many defects 
may be found in the mgſt amiable perſons, and 
much inſufficiency may be found in the moſt de- 
firable things; but Chriſt is altogether lovely; 
unlovely in no reſpect; there being no Spot or 
Blemiſh, no defect or Imperfection to be found 
in him: and he is lovely in every reſpect, there 
is an incomparable and Tranſcendent amiable- 


| neſs in Chriſt's perſon in every regard. In the 


perſon of Chriſt the Humane Nature and the 
Divine Nature are in Conjunction, he is moit 


lovely in regard of both. His Humane Nature 


is compounded of Body and Soul. His Body is\ 
moſt Beautiful, a mottGlorious Beauty and luſtre 
is put upon it:whatever it wereinhisſtareofhumi- - 
lation, be ſure it hath e Beauty now = 
FER is 
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his ſtate of Exaltatiou. It is called vue vt U 


' a Glorious, Body, © Phil. 3. 21. If the Face 

| of Moſes did ſhine with reſplendent Glory, af. 

on ter his converſing Forty dayes with God in 
| Mount Sinai which was Below; how doth Þ 


rhe Body of Chriſt ſhine, which bath: been a- 
above Sixteen hundred years in Mount Sion 

. which is Above ? I am perſwaded that Chriſt's 
FF Body is the moſt Beautiful of all Viſible 
8 Creatures, Bur the Beauty of Chriſt's Soul 

doth Excel: No creature whatever, hath | 
1 juch ſhining Excellencies as are in the Soul of 
I' Chrift, All che Excellencies that are, or ever were 
in any creature, are like a Feather laid in the 
HPallance with the exceeding weight of his Glori- 

ous Excellencies and Perfections. Chriſt Excel- 

led the moſt Excellent Men that ever lived, as 
to Spiritual Endowments, when he was here up- 
on che Earth: He Excelled Moſes in Meeknels, 
Solomon in Wiſdom, Feb in Patience; and how 
F much doth he Excel now he is in heaven? He 
| * Excelleth not only the Spirits of juſt men made 
. Perfect, bur alſo the moſt. glorious and Holy 
Angels that never ſinned. If any creatures 
have Wiſdom, it is but a Beam. Chrift is 
the Sun ; If they have Goodneſs, it is but 
ad drop, in Chriſt is the Ocean; If they 
iF have Holineſs, it is but a Spark or dark 
Bm ſhaddow, Chriſt is the Brightneſs of his 

Fathers Glory : If they have the Spirit, e. 

they have it but In ſome meaſnre, the ſh, 

Spirit is given to Chriſt without Meaſure, | ;, 

Foy. 3- 24. Chriſt is moſt lovely in bis iÞ } 

Manhood, ſo nearly united unto his Godhaed ; 

| | = and 
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to the Unſeen Chriſt. 21 
zd how lovely is he in bis Godhead? 
| 2s God he is Equal in all Glorious Excel- 
lenc ies with the Father. Chriſt's Godhead 
implyeth Excellency of being, he calleth him- 
ſelt J am, Job. 8.28. Excellency of Glory, there- 
fore called the Lord of Glory, 1 Cor. 2. 8. and 
| King of Glory, Pial. 24. 7. Lift up your beads 
| O ye Gates, and fbe lift up, ye Everlaſting Doors, 
and the King of Glory ſhall come in. This is In- 
terpreted by ſome, to be ſpoken of Chriſt's A- 
ſcenſion, and the Angels and Saints making way 
for his Triumphant Entrance, and Poſſeſſion 
of his Heavenly Pallace. Many Deſcriptions are 
given in the new teſtament, of this lovely 
Perſon ; I fhall mention only one, Col. 1. 15,16, 
17, 18, 19. Who is the Image of the invifible _ 

| God, tha Firſt · born of every creature; for by Him 
were all things created that are in Heaven, and 
that are in Earth, Viſible and Inviſible, whether» 
| they be Thrones, or Dominions, Principalities, oer 
Powers : all things were made byhim and for him. 
And he 1s before all things, and by him all things 
conſiſt. And he is the Head of the Body, «tie 
| Church : who is the beginning, the Fir & born from 
the Dead, that in all things be might. have the 
Preeminence. For it pleaſed the Father, that in 
him all fulneſs ſhould dwell. If we read, believe 
and conſider this great Deſcription of Chriſt, we 
muſt needs ſee and ſay, that Chriſt is moſt Ex. 
cellent and Amiable, and that no beloved is like 
to the Beloved of true Chriſtians : therefore ir 
is that true Chriftians do love Chriſt, becauſe of 
bis lovelineſs, 5 9 
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22 The true Chriſtiaus Love © 

Rea. 3. True Chriſtians do love Chriſt, be- 
cauſe of his love. His love which he doth. bear 
to them. He loves them with a Firſt love, and 
with a Free love ; He loves them with a tender 
and compaſſionate love, with an active or do- 
ing love, with a paflive or ſuffering love : His 
love is Iafmite without Bounds or Limits; it is 
Superlative without comparifon  Tranſcend- 
ent beyond comprehenſion; Everlaſting with- 
out change, and which will have no end or con- 
cluſion. He lov d them when they were poluted 
in their ſins, and waſht them with his own blood; 
he loved them when they were Naked in their 
Souls, and clothed them with the Robes of his 
Righteouſneſs; He loves them in their ſickneſs 
and. ſorrows, and is their Comforter ; He loves 
them in their wants and Straits, and is their 
Beuefactor. He loves them in Life, and is the 
Life of their Souls? He loves them ar Death, 


and is the Stay of their Hearts; And he loves 


them after Death, and will be their Portion for 
ever. There is great Reaſon that true Chriſti- 
ans ſhould love Chriſt, becauſe of his lovelineſs; 
and there is farther reaſon that they ſhould love 
him, becauſe of his love, eſpecially when hoth 
are incompatable, both are incomprehenſible. 
I hall farther ſpeak (God willing) unto both 
theſe with other reaſons, under the motives in 
rhe Exhortation to excite Chriſtians to the love 
of Chriſt. 


SECI. 
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to the unſeen Chriſt. | 23. 
| +SECHI. II. 
OR Information hence learn, that 


there are but few true Chriſtians in 
the world, becauſe there are ſo few that love 


this unſeen Chriſt. There are many Chriſtians 


in name, fAv Chriſtians in deed and in truth. 
The time hath been when openly ro profeſs the 
Name of a Chriſtian, did argue true love unto 
ſeſus Chrift; I mean in the Primitive times, 
when Chriſtians were Perfecared by the Hra- 
thens, as in the Ten firſt dteadful Perſecutions 
under the Heathen Emperours ; when the world 


was watered with Chriftian blood, then efpe- 


cially at ſometimes and in ſome yea moſt places, 


| whoever openly acknowledged themſelves to be 


Chriftians they expoſed themſelves unto Impriſ- 
onments, Racks, Tortures, Burnings and the 


moſt cruel death; It was the Truth and Strength 
of Love unto Jeſns Chriſt, which carried them 


thorow ſuch great ſufferings, as many did in 
thoſe dayes undergo for the ſake of Jeſus Chritt : 
But now there are Multicudes of bare nominal 


Chriſtians, they call themſelves Chriſtians be- 


ing baptized in Chriſt's name, bur they are al- 
together without love ro Chriſt, whole Name, 
they bare: Surely there are but few, nor oniy 
in the Chriſtian World, but even in England 
( where Chriſtianiry is ro be found in as great 
purity as in any place) that love Jeſus Chriſt 
in ſincerity. No groily ignorant perſon do 


truly love Chriſt ; ſuch as don't know Cbritt, _ 


they can't love him; ipnoti nulla cupido, cli re 
. 433 1 . 
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is no deſire after, nor love to an unknown thing: 
An unknown evil cannot be hated, and an un- 


known good cannot be loved. No groſſy Erroneous 


perſons. do truely love Chriſt ; ſuch as do not re- 


ceive Chriſt's Truths, they eannot love Chrift's 


Perſon: Joh. 14.2.3. F any man love me he will keep 
niy words. The words of Chriſt do include, not ory 
the words of his Precepts, but allo the words of his 
Doctrine; Such as err grofly, I mean in the Fun- 
damental Truths of Chriſtianity, tbey are no 
friends to Chriſt, but his Enemies, ſo far are they 
from true love unto him. No grofly wicked per- 
ſons do truly love Chriſt; ſuch as proſane perſons, 
who Bla ſpheme the name of God in their hide- 
ous Oaths ; the love of Chriſt dota teach an 
Holy Awe and Reverence of God's Name; 
luch are Perſecuters of God's people for Righte- 
ouſneſs ſake. How can they love the Head, that 
hate the Members? Chriſt accounteth himſelf 
to be perſecuted, in the perſecution of his Mem- 
bers; A4. 9. 4. Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt thou mie, 


and V.s5, [ am Feſus whom thou perſecuteſt: and 


furely perſecutors of Chriſt do not love Chrir, 
Such are Scoffers at Religion, who deride Holi- 
nels and mock at the name of a Saint or Godly 


- perſon, whereby they evidently ſhew their con- 


tempt of the Holineſs of Chriſt, from whom the 


Saints derive all theirs; and how can they love 


Chriſt that do contemn him and his Image. 
Ny unrighteous perſons do truly love Chriſt, 
whether they be ſo in regard of diſtributive 


jaltice, or in regard of commutative juſtice 


whether they be unrighceous in Execution 


cf judgment, in diſtribution. of Rewards or 
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can they love him, that do not keep this Com- 


| mandment ? No Coverous perſons do truly 


love Chriſt ; the Apoſtle faith, 1 Joh. 2.15. If 


| any man love the world, the love of the father is 


not in him, And I may ſay that if any man 


love the world, (that is, with his chief love) 


the love of the Son is not in him; the love can- 
not be chiefly ſer upon things below here on 


| Earth, and upon Chriſt who is above in Hea- 


ven. No Licentious perſons do truly love Chriſt: 


no Drunkards, Adulterers, or any that indulge - 


themſelves in unlawful deligthrs ; the love of 
Chriſt doth teach us to deny ſuch Luſts, and 
to Mortifie them. No meer civil perſons that 


| are unconverted, no Hypacrites that have a 


form of Godlineſs, but are without tl power 


of it, do truly love Chriſt: the form may be 


loving and courteous unto men, but they have 


no love to Chriſt; the latter may Profels love 


to Chriſt, and ſeem to love him, but they do 
not really love him. In a word none who are 


under the reigning power of any fin, do truly 
love Chriſt : The Reign of fin is in the heart, 
and this is inconſiſtent with the love of Chriſt 
in the Heart. Now let-us ſeperate all theſe 


foremenrioned perſons, from the reſt : Grofly 
Ignorant perſons, grofly erroneous ' perſons, 
grofly + wicked perſons, the Profane, the Per- 


ſecuters of God's people, the Scoffers at Religi- 


on, all Unrighteous perſons, all Covetous Per- 


ſons, Drunkards, Adulterers, and all Licenti- 
a ET . 


to the Unſeen Chriſt, 25 
| Puniſhments, & whether they be unrighreous in 


| their Traffick and Dealings; Chriſt ſtrictly re- 
quireth juſtice and Righteouſneſs, and bow 
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26 The true Chriſtians Love 


ons Perſons ; meer Civil perſons, Hypocrites, . | 


A 


and all that are under the reigning power of 
fin, and how few will there be left that do truly 


love Chriſt! and by Conſequence there will ap- 


pear but very few that are true Chriſtians. 


n 


1 


T2. FO R Examination. Here you 


may know Whether you are true 


Chilliians by the Tryal of your love unto 


Jeſus Chriſt. Examine your ſelves therefore, 
whether you love Jeſus Chriſt whem you have 
never ſeen; the moſt in the world do love truly 


thoſe perſons and things only which they have 
een; bur can you ſay that you ſincerely and 
chiefly do love Jeſus Chriſt whom you you not 


leen > the love of the moſt doth ariſe from the 


notice which the Eye doth give of the Objects 


beloved; but both your love ariſe from the no- 
tiſe which the Ear hath given by the word, of 
the Amiableneſs which here is in Chriſt ? 


Qu. How may we know whether we have true 
lowe to Feſus Chriſt? 


Anſ. You may know the truth of your love 
to Jeſus Chriſt, 1 By your deſires after Chriſt's 
preſence, 2 By your prizing and frequenting 
thoſe ways wherein Chriſt is to be found, and 
ſeeking him therein. 3 By your love of Chriſt's 
ima ge. 4 By your Obedience to Chriſt's Com- 
mangcments, 

Firſt, By your deſires after Chriſt's Preſence ; 


wherever there is a great love to any perſon: | 


do 


to the Unſeen Chris, 27 
do you ſincerely and earneſtly defiteChriir's pre- 
| {ence ? there is a rwofold preſence of Chriir, 
| His gracious preſence here, and his Glorious 
p- preſence at the laſt day. * "3 
1. There is Chriſt's Gracious preſence here. 
Joh. 14. 18. I will not leave you comfortleſr, 7 * 
will come unto you. You deſire that ſuch Friends 
and Relations would come unto you, but do 
= you defire chiefly that Chriſt would came unto 


cu you? Chriſtcometh to his Diſeiples in a way of 
ne gracious communication, in a way of Gracious 
ro | Manifeſtation, and in a way of ſweet Conſc- 
re, lation which doth reſult from both. | 

ve 1 Doyou deſire thar Chriſt would come unto 
ly, you in a way of Gracious communication? are 
ve Four deſires after c xnmunication of Spiritual 


nd | Light from Chriſt to teach and guide yen; of 
ot Spiritual Life from Chriſt ro quicken and encou- 
the rage you, of Spiritual Strength from Chriſt, ro 
&s Þ ſupport you under Burdens, and Enable you 
no- | unto Duties? do you earneſtly deſire commu- 
of Þ nications of all kinds, and farther degrees of 
| grace out of that fullneſs of Grace %hich is in 
rue Chrift? do you Hunger and Thirſt after Chriſt's 
Þ Righteouſneſs, nor only that it may be imputed 
ove to you for your ſuſtifcation, bur alſo that ir 
iſt's maß be more and more imparted unto you for 
ting pour farther Sanciſication, that you might be 
and brought and hereby wrought into a more per- 
1ſt's Þ fect conformity and likeneſs unto Jeſus Chriſt : 
om- | this is an Evidence of true love. 

2. Do you defre that Chriſt would come 
ce; unto you in a way of Gracious Manifeſta- 
on: | tion? Joh. 14. 21. Hz chat loveth me, firall be 
do | +. ved 


— 


28 The true Chriſtians Love 
loved of my Father, and I will love bim, and will 
manifeſt my ſelf unto him. Do you Earneftly 
defire the fulalling-of this promiſe ? that Chriſt 
would diſcover ro you more of the lavelineſs of 
his perſon, and of the love of his Heart? are 
you grieved when your beloved doth withdraw 
himſelf > when che curtain is drawn, and a 
cloud-doth.interpoſe between you and this Sun 
of Righteouſneſs; when he Hideth and Veil 
eth his face fron-you ? and do yon long after 
Chriſt's return, and the Difcoveries of himlelf 
unto you? Come Lord Jeſus, Come quickiy, Be 


a; 4 Roe or young Hart, upon the Mountains of 


Spices 2 Leap over the Hills, and make haſte unto m 
c 7 


Soul, which ij ſick of Love for thee in thy Abſence lÞ 


From me © O that I might. ſee thy Face which s 
to Fair ) that I might hear thy Voice. which-1s. ſo 
Sweet ! that 7 migbt Feel thy Preſence which i- f 
Retrejhing ! O that I might behold thy Heart- ra- 
nilbing Smales.! Say Lord that I am thine, and 
lou. art mine; that thou haſt loved me, and given 
thy elf far me; thut. thy love to me was from 


A verlaſting, and that it M Unchangeable. Are 


theſe or ſuch like the breathings of your Souls ? 
Such are the breathings of love to Chriſt, 
3. Do you deſire that Chriſt would come un- 


to you in a Way of ſweet conſolation, which 


doi reſult. from this communication and Mani- 
fe{tation? are you deſirous after the Oil of Glad- 


neſs, which Chriſt is Anointed withal * that he 


would give you of the Unction of the Spirit, not 


only to Sanctiſie you, but alſo to comſort you? 


do you deſire that your Hearts might be filled 
with Spiritual joyes, rhe joyes of the Holy Ghaſt, 


* ich 95 


to the Unſien Chrift. 29 


which are unſpeakable and full of Glory? do 
* you deſire the comforts which Chriſt doth give 
aſt beyond all the comforts which the World and 
* the Fleſh can give? the comforts which come 


that come in at the door of Senſe ; thoſe joyes 
d a | which are in Chriſt, beyond all joyes that can 
"| be found in the moſt ſweet and defireable crea- 
eil. ture · enjoyment? this evidenceth true love to 
Cbriſt. Thus do you deſire Chriſt's Gracious 
| preſence. | 


preſence at the Laſt day 2 When he promiſeth, 
Surely ] come quickly, can your hearts make an. 
ſwer as Rev. 22.20. Amen, even ſo come Lord 
| Feſus ? are you Glad you live ſo near the end 
of the World, that the Lord is at hand; that the 
| coming of the Lord draweth nearer and nearer | 
every day? can you lift up your heads with 
joy, when you look towards the place where 
the Lord Jefus Chriſt is at the right hand of the 
Throne of the Majeſty cn High ; and think with 
comfort, that yer à little while, and he that ſhall 
ceme will come, and will not now tarrymuch long- 
er; that Within a while Chriſt will deſcend from 
fr 4 Heaven with a ſhout, the Lord with the Sound of * 
| te Trumpet, and that your Eyes fhall ſee him in 


_— the brightneſs of his Glory and Maſeſty Do you 
he look and long for the day of Chriſt's glorious 
| "or | Ppearance from heaven, when you ſhall. be a. 
I wakened out of your Graves (where you may 


lied | take a ſhort ſleep before) and be gathered roge-: 


haſt ther by the Angels, and be caught up in the 


hich. clouds, and there (in Mining Galments of Im» - 
| mortality 


| in at the door of Faith, beyond all the comforts» - 


2. And do you defire alſo Chriſt's glorious * 
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30 The true Chriſtians Love 
mortality on yaurBodies and of Chriſt's unſpot- 
4 ted Righreouſneſs in your Souls) be brought 
with Shonting- and Acclamations of Joy and 
Triumpb unto his Preſence, who will then ac- 
; quit you Graciouſly from all Sin and Punifh- 
meet, own you openly for his Faithful Servants, 
[ crown you Gloriouſly before the whole World, 

| and receive you to Live and Reign with him to 
all Eternity? Have you ſuch defires as theſe 2 
: If ſome of you ſay, you are afraid of Chriſt's 
|; | | Glorious appearance, left then you ſhould be 
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1 rejected becauſe you fear you are not ready and 
pPrepated; yet can you ſay alſo from your Hearts 
1 that you Deſire above all things that you may 
1 be ready, that you Endeavour to make ready 


that it is your Grief you are no more ready, and 
rhat if you were ready, and were aſſured of your 
Intereſt in Chriſt, you could deſire that Chriſt 
would come immediately; and that you defire Þ 
no greater Happineſs and Felicity, than to live 
with Chriſt in Glory; and that you account the 
Preſence of Chriſt in Heaven to be the Happi- 
neſs of Heaven? Theſe are Evidences of true 
deſires after Chriſt's Gloricus preſence, and of 
lincere love to Chriſt. 


Seconcly, You may know your love to 
Chriſt, by your Prizing and Frequenting thoſe 
wayes wherein Chriſt is to be found, and ſeek- 
ing him therein, Such are the wayes of his Or- 
dinances both_publick and private. Chriſt's way 
is in his Sanctuary, and in his Ordinances he 
may be found; do you give your attendance 
unto OcdinarRes, Publick prayer, the Preach- 
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to the Unſeen Chri f. = 


ing of the word, the Sacrament of the Lord's 


Supper? and do you prize theſe Ordinances be- 
cauſe of the Stamp of. Chriſt's Inſtitution upon 
them, becauſe of Chriſt's preſence in them, and 
becauſe. they are a means of bringing you and 
Chriſt together? and when you are under Or- 


| dinances, do you diligently ſeek after Chriſt in 


Ordinances? Don't you reſt in the outſide and 


| carnal part of Ordinances, in meeting with 


God's People there ? or do you deſign, deſire and 
endeavour after ſomething more inward and 


| Spiritual and incomparably ſweet, that you meet 
with Chriſt there, that you may have Fel- 


lowfhip with the Father and the Son therein? 


and upon this account can you ſay as David, Ho- 


amiable are thy Tabernacles O Lord! and A day 


3 in thy Courts is better than a Thouſand, Plal. 84, 


1, And, One thing have I deſired of the Lord, that 


will IT ſeek after, that I may dwell in the Houſe of 


the Lord all the dayes of my life, to hehold the beau- 
ty of the Lord, and to enquire in his Temple; Plal. 
2.7. 4. Do you allo ſeek after Chriſt in your Fa- 
milies, and in your Cloſers ? do you ſeek him 
in ſecret prayer and meditation? your love to 
Chriſt doth expreſs it ſelf in your deſires; your 


deſires do ſhew themſelves in your ſeeking after 


Chr iſt in his wayes. 


"Thirdly, you may know your love to Chriſt, 


by your love of Chriſt's Image: there is the I- 
mage of Chriſt on his Word, and there is the J. 

mage of Chriſt on his People. | 
1, Do you love the Image of Chriſt on. his 
Word ? as Cæſar's Coin did bear Cæſar's Image 
| = | and 


32 The true Chriſtians Love 
and Sypeiſcriprion, fo the Word of the Scrip* 
tures, which is the Word of Chriſt, doth bear 
Chriſt's Image and Superſcriprion. Do you love 
the Scriptures becauſe of Chriſt's Image which 
is upon them © do you love the Word of Doc- 
trine in the Scripture, becauſe of the Image of 
Chriſc's Truth and Wiſdom upon it; do you love 
the Word of Precepts in the Scriptures, becauſe 
of the Image of Chriſt's Holineſs upon it? do: 
you love the Word of Threatnings in. the Scrip- 
tures, becauſe of the Image of Chriſt's Righte- 
diuſneſs upon it? do you love the Word of Pro- 
miſſes in the Scriptures, becauſe of the Image of 
4 Chriſt's Goodneſs, Grace and Love upon it? 
''; - You have Chriſt's Word in your Bibles, and 
1 ſometimes Sounding in your Ears, but doth the 
Word of Chriſt dwell in your Hearts? you re. 
c cetive Chriſt's word in the Light of it, do you re- 
ceive his Word in the Love of it? = | 
22. Do you love Chriſt's Image on his People 2 
If you love not your Brother whom you have 
ſeen, how can you love your Lord whom you 
have not ſeen? All Chriſt's Diſciples do bear 
Chriſt's Image; it you love the Original you will 
love the Picture, although ir be but imperſect- 
ly drawn If you love the perfect Goodneſs 
and Holineſs which is in Chriſt, you will love 
the Goodneſs and Holineſs which you ſee in the 
Saints, although they have it but in an imper- 
fect Meaſure: do you love Chriſt's Diſciples d 
and that becauſe of Chriſt's Image, although 
they differ from you in ſome opinions Which 
are citcumſtantial? 


> "7 
» Va 20 
eee LE * 
* * - 


n 
ICC oe 4c . wot ¾ 9v Sol ̃7˙., . «. a. 


Fourthly, 


-tothe Vnſeen Chris: 33 


- Fourthly, You may know your love to 


Chriſt, by your Obedience unto his Comman- 
dments, Joh. 14. 15. If you love me keep my 


| Commandments ; and ver. 21. He that hath'my 

| Commandments and keepeth them, he it 3s that 
boveth me. You Have Chriſt's Commandments, 
do you Keep them ? you Know them, do you 
Practice them? your Love to Chriſt is known 


| by your Obedimece unto Chriſt, If Chriſt ke 


your Beloved, he is alfo your Lord; if you have 


true affection for him, you yeild Subjection un- 
to him: If you Love Chirſt, you are careful to 
| Pleaſe Chriſt ; you are not the Servants of the 

Fleſh, to take care to- pleaſe: the Flefh ; but 


you are the ſervants-of Chriſt, to take care above 


all perſons and all things to pleaſe Chriſt; if 


you love Chriſt you are fearful of giving juſt 


o ccaſion of offence unto men, but above all you 
are fearful of diſpleaſing and offending your 
Lord. Do you labour fo to walk that you may 


pleaſe Chriſt in the way of ſincere and univerſal 


| obedience? are you hearty in your obedience ? 


unto Chriſt ® have you a reſpect to all his Com: 
mandments? is it your greif that you fall ſhorr 


in your obedience unto-Chriit ? if you can ſay 


in the preſence of the Lord, and your hearis do 


not give your rongues the lye, that you don't 


live and allow your ſelves in the practice of 
any known fin which Chriſt forbideth, nor in 


| the neglect of any known duty which Chriſt 
commandeth, this is a ſure evidence of true love 
to Jeſus Chriſt. Thus for tte trya! of your 
8 


love unto Chrift; 


Section 
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Section III. 


Te EL FOr reproof. | 
1. Of all inch as have no love at 
all uuto this unſeen Chriſt; and will not the 
uſe of Information, together with the uſe of 

_ tryal leave a conviction upon many of you that 
you are without this love e Suffer then the 
word of reproof; What, are You Creatures 
made By Chriſt, and. made For Chriſt, and yet 
have no love to him ? are you Rational Crea- 
tures, have you ſouls capable of knowing him 
and loveing him, and yet have no love? are 
you Chriſtians and not love Chriſt ? baprized 
in Chriſt's Name, and yet have you no love to 

_ Chriſt's perſon ? are ſome of you Profeſſers, and 
yet not love Chriſt > make a ſhow of devotion, Id 

and yet without anytrue affection: to the objeck 

ofęey our worſhip ? Sinners though you have not 
ſeen Chriſt, yer have you not heard of him ? and Fir 
have you not heard enough to engage and draw 2 
forth your love unto Chriſt, What do you think U 
is there ſuch a perſon as Jeſus Chriſt, or is there a 
not ? have you no Bibles? and if you have, have a 
you not read therein the Hiſtory concerning Jeſus Þþ v 
#:. Chriſt? and what do you think of that Hiſtory, I| v 
4 is it true or is it falſe ? do you think the Goſpel to 


IS. i! be a cunningly deviſed fable? are not the Scrip- Nu 
nniures which contain this Goſpel, the very word of || | 
1 the true God who cannot lye ? are thers not ſuch . 
characters of Divinity upon them, as are ſuffici - In 
ent to evince their divine original to any that Fa 
ſcarch into them, and do not willfully ſhut their It 
eyes 
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to the Unſeen Cbriſt. 35 
yes againſt the light which there doth ſhine? + 
And if it be ſo that there is indeed {uch a per” 
ſon as eſusChriſt (as there is nothing more true) 
how is it then you have no love unto him ? do not 
the Scriprures reveal and ſet forth Chriſt, as the 
moſt excellent and amiable perſon ? and yet do 
you not love him ? can you love perſons and 
things that are but Imperfectly lovely, and not 


love jeſus Chriſt who is altogether lovely? can 
you love one of great honour chat hath but 


ſome inferior power and authority, and not love 


ſeſus Cbriſt, who is the Lord of Glory, who hath 


All power and authority both in Heaven and 


Earth ? can you love ſuch as have Wiſdom and 


Learning though it be terrene, and not love 


Jeſus Chriſt who is the wiſdom of the Father, 
who knoweth all things, and whole wiſdom is 
divine ? can you love ſuch as are liberal and 


bountiful, and not love Chriſt whoſe bounty is 
ſuperlative, and whoſe gifts are moſt rich and 
tranſcendent ? can you love friends that are kind 


and not love Jeſus Chriſt who is the beſt friend 


that ever the children of men had? can you love 
a BenefaCtor thar feeds you, and cloaths you, 
ind giveth money 10 you, and yet not love Chriſt . 
who offererh to feeg. your hunger-ſtarv'd ſouls 
with the bread of life, to cloath your naked 


o {© ſouls with the robes of His Righteouſneſs, and 
to give the ſpiritual Riches of Grace to you, the 


leaſt drachm of which is of more worth than all 
the riches of the Earth ? can you love Riches and 
not love Chriſt in whom there are treaſures, 
and by whom you may have not only ſpiritual 
tiches here, but alſo the heavenly inheritance 
Wl” heres 


- —ͤ A hat. 


36 The true Chriſtians Love 
hereafter ? can you love honours, and not love 
Chriſt by whom you may have the highef 
dignities, the honour of children ro the Kin 

of Heaven now, and a Crown of Glory in the 
other world”? can you love liberty and not love 
Ohriſt by whom you may be made free from 
the Slavery of the Devil and your own luſts > 
can you love ſafety & not love Chriſt who is the 
only Sayiour of mankind, and who alone puts 
you in ſafety from the reach of the worſt of Ene- 
mies, & the worſt of Evils ? can you love peace 
and nor love Chriſt by whom you may have 
peace with God, and peace in your own con- 
fcience ? can you love pleaſures and delights, 


and not love Chriſt by whom you may have 
joys unſpeakable and full of giory, beſides thoſe 


_ everlaſting pleaſures which are to come ? with- 
out love to Chriſt you are under the guilt of all 
your ſins ? neither your orginal ſin, nor any of 
your actual fins are pardoned, they all lye upon 
your own ſcore, and you muſt anſwer for all 
your ſelves, and how fearful is your account like 


to be! without love to Chriſt you are under the 


curſe, not only under the curſe of the Law for 
your breach of the Law, bur alſo under the curſe 
of the Goſpel for diſobedience to this command 
of the Goſpel which requireth you to love the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Cor. 16. 22. If any man 
love not the Lord Feſus Chriſt let him be Anathema 
| Maranatha, that is, let him be curfed, till the 


Lord come, and when the Lord cometh will he 
take off the curſe from you? no he will come in 
flaming fire to take vengeance upon you, having 


threatned then ro puniſh all ſuch with everlaſting 
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deſtruction, as ſhall be found to have diſobeyed 
the Goſpel ; and what then is like to become of 
you? Sodom and Gomorrha thole wicked Cities 
will then be puniſhed dreadfully, with a worſe 
fre than that whicli was rained down from hea- 
yen, and conſumed their perfons & habirations 
together; I mean, with the fire of Hell, which 
will be kindled and kept alive unto Eternity by 
the breath of the Almighty ; but you who do not 
love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt notwithſtanding all 
diſcoveries of him, invitations to him, and prof- 
fers of kindneſſes by him, you will be puniſnhed 
more dreadfully than the wicked Sodomites. it 
will de more tolerable in the day of Judgment 
ſor them than for you; the torment of Hell will 
be intolerable by any, but they will be moſt in- 
| tolerable by Goſpel-ſinners; the fire af Hell 
will bum upon you the moſt fiercely, and the 
lcourge of Conſcience will laſh you the moſt furi- 
| ouſly, Conſider this all yee that have no loye to 
Cbriſt, otherwiſe when he cometh to judgment 
he will tear you to pieces and there will be none 
to deliver you: if you ha ve not the ſweet fire of 
love to Chriſt enkindled in your hearts here, you 
will be thrown into the dreadfull fire of Hell 
which will burn you Everlaſtingly. 

2. This reproves ſuch of you as have ſome 
love, bur it is very litrle love ro Jeſus Chriſt ; 
you that love Chriſt, is not your love very (ſmall, 
not only in compariſon with his love to you, but 
allo in compariſon with the love which ſome 
Criſtians have attained unto ? how ſtrong was 
the love of the Apoſtles unto Chrift when they 

efr all and feilowed him |. eſpecially. after the 
| : tel 
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reſurrection of Chriſt and bis Aſcention into 
Heaven, when the Holy Ghoſt was ſent down 
and ſat in the likeneſs of fery tongues upon them: 
Ol what a fire of love unto Chriſt was there then 
enkindled within them. Heace that bold pro. 
feſſion which they make of Chriſt before the 
chief Prieſts and Elders, 48. 4. Hence their 
rejoycing that they were counted worthy to 


fuffer ſhame for the name of Chriſt, when they 
were beaten for their owning and preaching of 


him. Act. 5. 41. The love of Peter and John 
was great unto Chriſt, and the love of Paul was 
not inferiour unto the love of the chiefeſt Apo- 
ſtles; hence it was that he took ſuch pains ro 
preach the Goſpel in fo many parts of the 
world even from Feruſalem and round about 
unto Ihricum, Rem. 15. 19, See alſo how he 
approves bimſelf ro be a miniſter of Chriſt, and 
giveth evidences of his ſtrong love to his Maſter, 
2 Corg11.23 24,2 5.26,27,28.29. Are they Miniſters 
of Chriſt ? T ſpeakngs a fool, I am more; in labours 
more abundant, in firiges above meaſure ; in priſons 
more frequent; in Deaths oft © of the Fewes five 
times received I forty ſtripes ſave one: Thrice was 
T beaten with rods, once was I Foned, thri ce I ſuffer- 
ed Shipwrackh. a Night and a Day I have been in 
the deep, in fourneying often, in perils of Vater,, 
in perils of Robbers, in perils by mine own Coun 
treymen, in perils by the Heathen, in perils in the 
City, in perils in the Wilderneſs, in perils in the 
Sea, in perils among falſe brethren : in Mearineſi 
and painfulneſs, in watchings often, in hunger and 
thirſt, in faſtings often, in cold and naledneſi. Be- 


| fides thoſe things which are without, that which 


com- 
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cometh upon me daily, the care of all the Churches ; * - 
who us weak and I am not weak? who is offended 

and I burn not? and chap. 12. 10. I take pleaſure 

| in infirmities, in reproaches, in neceſſities, in per- 

| fecntions,in diftreſſes for Chriſt"s ſake. The ground | 
of all which was rhe love of Chriſt which did | 
conſtrain him, as 1 Cor. 5. 14. he had ſuch a 
love to Chiſt that he profeſſeth, Phillip. 1. 21. 
To me to live Chriſt, and to dye j gain. Chriſt 
was his life, and his life was wholly at Chriſt's 
WO devotion. 3 | 

2 But where is ſuch love now to be found? 1 
„ might fpeak allo of the love of ſome ancient 
a Fathers, [anatins, Polycarp, F:rome and others: 
2 take one inſtance in Ferome, who thus expreſſeth 

* his love unto chriſt, F my Father were wee ping \ 
e n his Knees before me, my Mother Hanging on my 1 
id Nek behind me, my Bretbern S iers and Kinsfolk 2 1 4 
. Howling on every ſide, to retain me in a Sinful © 1 
„ caurſe; I would fling my Mother to the Ground, 1 
„iin over my Father, deſpiſe all kindred, and tread 1 
„dem under my Feet, that I might run unto 2 1 
ve Hou, little is your love in compariſon with the (uo 
love of thoſe Famous Heroes, I mean thoſe emi» 1 
„. nent. Martyrs, who have deſpiſed the Flames, 1 
in and endured ſuch Racking and Torturing g 
vs, Deaths, for the love which they have born un- 
„vo Jeſus Chriſt; the fire of their Love burning 
be ſtronger wirhin them, than the fire without 
% item in which their Bodyes were conſum d - 18 
7 Ils nor your love alſo (mall in compariſon with 1 
nd tbe love of our late Reformers, which fired them i 
ge- with ſuch courage and reſolution, as to withſtand » LB 
e Ia whole world of Antichriſtian Fury and Op- -- 
poſition 40 
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poſition ? Is your love comparable to that of 


many Eminent Divines, and private Chriſtians 


of our own Nation, of the Age immediatly go- 


ing before, who are now aſleep in their Graves; 
but how few are there come up in their Rooms 
It is obſerved, and it is greatly to be Lamenred, 
that there is of late years, a great decay in the 
Power of Godlineſs, amongſt thoſe that are Sin- 
cere ; and it is not evident in the great Decay of 


love, even in true Chriſtians unto Jeſus Chriſt : 
aæẽre not you Dwarfs in compariſon with others? 


are not you Babes in Chriſt, and Weaklings in 


your love to Chriſt ? Is ir not evident, that you 


have bur little love to Chriſt, when he is but 
little in your Thoughts and Meditations ? the 


Thoughts are the Handmaids of the Love; 


where the Love is ſtrong and ardent, there ma. 
uy thoughts will be attending upon it: but wil 
not your Hearts tell you, that your Thoughts 
of Chriſt are very few you can think often of 
your Food, bur how little do your Thoughts 
feed upon Chriſt, who is the Bread of Life? 


Lou can often think of your Raymenr, bur how 
little do you think of the Robes of Chriſt's 


Righteouſneſs? You can think often of your 


Earthly Friends, but how little do you think of 


Jeſus Chriſt, your Friend in Heaven? Objects 
of Senſe are often not only in your Eyes, but 
alſo in your Thoughts; but how little is Chriſt 
entertained in your Thoughts, who is tie Ob- 
ject of Faith? Moreover, doth it not argue 


little Love to Chriſt, that y ou ſpeak ſo little 1 
other 


him and for him, in your converſe one wit 


another ? If you had much Love to Cbriſt, 


would 


they 
little 
little 
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Diſcourſes; You can readily ſpeak of your 
ſelves, and do often either Directly or Obliquely 
commend: your ſelves, which diſcovers. your 


dence that you have bur little oye to him in 


News and Publick Occurrences ( which is law- 
ful and needful, ſo that due limits be obſer- 
ved) but when you leave Chriſt quite out of 
your Dicourſe, it ſnews that you have not a- 
bundance of Love to him, becauſe our of the 


ſpeak of their Riches; ſuch as have much love 


ject ; ſuch as love their Friends much, will be 
often ſpeaking and commending of them, when 
they are in company; a ndwhen you ſpeak but 
little of Chriſt, it is a ſign that you love him but 
little. Doth not the little Zeal which you have 
for Chriſt's Honour in the World, argue chat 


Factiviry for .. Chriſt ro promote his Intereſt a 
mongſt thoſe. Relations and Friends, that you 
have acquaintauce with? do you labour all you 
can, to bring others into the ways of Gad, and 


not your little ſecret Devotion, argue your little 
other retiring places witneſs how little you are 


in ſecrer, prayer and converſe with Chriſt there? 
Brief 
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would not this Love breath forth more in your 


great Self love; how little do you commend . 
your Lord and Maſter, and Extol his excel- 
lencies with your lips > and doth not this evi- 


your hearts 2 You can readily diſcourſe of 


abundance of the Heart the Mouth will ſpeak, _ 
Such as. have much love to the World, will 


to Pleaſures, will be often ſpeaking of that ſub- 


you have but little Love ro him 2 where is your 


into acquaintance with Chriſt? Beſides, Will 


Affection unto Chriſt? will not your cloſets or 
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Brief and Straitned prayer in ſecret, doth argy 
a Heart Strairned in love to Jeſus Chriſt. Dot 
not your Backwardneſs to the Exerciſe. of thi 
Love to Chriſt, ſhew the weakneſs of your love 
bow flow of Heatt are you to the Love 
Chriſt > how hard to be perſwaded ? you nee 
not be perſwaded to Love your Wives, if they be 
Kind and Helpful; you need not be perſwad 
ed to Love your children, it they be Pretty and 
Hopeful ; you need not be perſwaded to Lo = 
your Friends, if they be Friendly and Faithful Pe 
add yet whatever attractives of Love, the tho 
ſtrong of any, be in ſeſus Chriſt, you are back: 
ward to this Love. 
Need I ſay more ro convince you, that you 
have bur little Love to Chriſt? will nor you 
own Conſcience from theſe clear Evidence 


3 ſufficiently witneſs the thing? And now, Chriſt. _ 
Ab. ans, think what a Sin, what a Shame, what: - 
1 Folly ir is, that yon ſhould have ſe tittle Loy — 


5 unto Jeſus Chriſt : If ir be ſo great a Sin for 
F fach as are Strangers unto Chrift, to have nd 
1 Love at all to him, that it brings them under the 
A moſt Dreadful curſe ; ſurely it cannot be: 
ſmall Sin, that you (who are his true Diſciple 
ſhould have bur little Love unte him; is it not 
very diſpleaſing to the Father, that you ſhould 
have but little Love to his Son? if he do no 
hate you becauſe of your Relation unto Chriſt; 
yet, is he not angry with you, for the Luke 
warmnefs of your AﬀeCtion unto Chriſt 7 which 
Sin is Aggravated by the nearneſs of your Re- 
lation. Is it not Diſhonourable unto Chit, 
that you ſhonld have fo little Love to = 
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don't you in Effect ſay, there is no great worth 
or Amiableneſs ia him, when you have no great 
Love unto. him? are you not hereby ingrateful 
unto Chriſt, beyond what can be parallell'd by 
any ingratirude unto the moſt obliging Earthly 
Friend? Is it not your ſhame, that you ſhould 
have ſo little Love ro Chriſt, when he dorh to 
much deſerve your Love? Beſides rhe Infinite 
Excellencies and Perfections which are in his 
erſon; doth not in his Infinite Kindneſs unto 
you, call for (not only the Truth bur allo ) 
che Strength of your Love? Think what he hath 
Done for you; think what he hath Suffered for 
you; think what he hath Purchaſed for you; 
think what he hath Promiſed to you; think 
what he bath Laid eur for you; think what he 
hath Laid up for you; and yer to have bur lit- 
tle Love to Chriſt ? yet to make ſuch poor Re- 
turns! Moreover, is it not your Folly to have 
but little Love ro Chriſt ? Don't you bereby 
bereave your ſelves, or debar your ſelves of 
ſuch peace as paſſeth all underſtanding; of ſuch 
ſweetneſs and comfort both in the. ſtrength of 
your love, and in the ſenſe of His Love, as is 
inconceivable? is not Injury and Miſchief unto 
your ſelves, the conſequent of your little Love 
unto Chrift? muſt you not draw on heavily in 
the wayes of Gad, as Pharoah when his chari- 
ot-wheels were taken off? Love ro Chriſt is 
like wheels, in your motion for Chriſt, and 
like Oil ro the wheels, which make you ready 


unto any good work which he doth call you 
unto ; but when you have but little Love unto 
Chriſt, you muſt _ more flow in your 


mo- 
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I. From the conſideration of what Chriſt is 


From the conſideration of Chrift's Benefits. 4 
From the conſideration of tbat Love which 
Chriſtians have, and ſhould have unto Chriſt, | 
The firſt ſort of motives may be drawn from 
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motions, more ſluggiſh in Chriſt's ſervice ; ycu | 
will not, you cannot take that pains in the b 
work of the Lord, and be ſo Zealous as you F. 
might and ſkould be for your Maſter's Glo- 
ry. 
To Conclude, if you have but little love to 
Chrift, you will be apt to faint in the day of 
Ad verſity, to ſhrink when you are called to take 
up his Croſs and ſuffer for his ſake: leſſer ſuf. # * 
ferings will diſcompoſe you, greater ſufferings iſ * 
will affrighten and amaze you, and you will be FI 
in danger of turning fearful Apoſtates in time at 
of great Tryals ; there is need of great Love to iſ 
Chrift, as well as great Faith, to carry you 
thorow ſufferings with courage that you may 


perſevere unto the end. Jeſu 
=. : — (ent 
EET. ö Men 

they 


Uſe 4. FOR Exhorta tion unto the love of Jeſus parts 

Chriſt, whom you have never ſeen, ¶ Amig 
this is the Uſe chiefly deſigned in the choice ain the 
this ſubject, and which I ſhall moſt largely in- their 
ſitt upon. In the Proſecution of it, I ſhall gie tous 


dome Motives, and then ſome Directions. of ſor 


The Motives to Induce and Excite you unto; 
the Love of this unſeen Chriſt, may be drawn 


2. From the conſide ration of Chriſt's Love. 3 


C's. the 
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the conſideration of what Chriſt is, and that 1. 
e What he is in Himſelf. 2 What be is to the 
u Father. 3 What he is unto true Chriſtians, 5 
Firſt, Conſider Vhat Chriſt is in Himſelf , 
In general, He is the moſt amiable perſon 
and the moſt ſutable Object for your Love. If 
you ask of rhe dayes which are paſt, which 
| were before you, ſince the day that God crea- 
ted Man upon the Earth; if you ſeek from one 
fide of Heaven unto the other; if you make 
| enquiry into all the parts of the Earth, you will 
never find that either there ever was or is to be 
| found any perſon ſo lovely, fo beautiful and fo 
every way deſerving your Love, as the Lord 
( Jeſus» Chriſt: there is a Matchleſs, Tranſcen- . 
dent, and Incompafable Beauty and Excellen- 
Joy in him. How paſſionately are ſome Fooliſh 
Men in Love with the external beauty which 
ey fee in ſome Women: the exact Symetry of 
eſus parts, and comely Proportion of the body; the 
cen, Amiable Features and Lovly Mixtures of colours 
e ain the Face, the Beauty of the Eyes, in their Spirit, 
their Quick and Graceful morions, and Amo- 
tous Glances; How doth this Raviſh the bearts 
of ſome fond Lovers! although the moſt Beau- 
tiful body in the World, is no better than paint- 
ed clay, dirt and corruption, encloſed in a Fair 
Skin, which ſickneſs will cauſe to look Pale 
and Wan, Death will quite Marr and Spoil. 
But the Amiableneſs ànhd Beauty of Chrilt is 
more Tranſcendent and Permanent, and there- 
fore a more fir Object for your Love. Chriſt 
| Fairer than the Children of Men; he - all 
| alr 


* 
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Fair without any Spot, alrogether Lovely with. 


our any Biemiſh or Deformity. I have already 
ſpoken of the Glorious Beauty which is in 
Chriſt's Glorified Body, the moſt Lovely of a. 
ny Viſible creature which God hath made; 


and alſo of the Shining Excellencies which are 
in Chriſt's Glorified Soul, lo nearly joyned to the 
Divinity; could we ſuppoſe all the Lovelineſs 
that ever was ſeen, or found in the moſt lovely 
perſons that ever lived, to meet in one perſon; 
how Lovely would that perſon be! yer ſuch, 


though never ſo reſplendent, Beauty, would be 
but a dark Shadow, compared with the Bright- 


neſs of Chriſt's moſt Beautiful Perſon, Can 
you Love the imperfect Beauty which you fee 


uin Creatures, and will you not Love the- per- 
fect Beauty which there is in Chriſt? can you Þ 


Love a Fading Beauty which ſoon Withereth 


like the Flower, and will you not Love Chrit, 
whoſe Beauty never decays, but always doth 
abide more Freſh than Beauty in the Flower of 
Youth ? can you be oon Aﬀected with Beaui!: 
ful Objects which are before the Eye of yeur 
Senſe, and will you not be Aﬀected with this 
fer more Beautiful Object, rhe Lord 
Chriſt, who is ſo clearly diſcernable by the Eje Þ 
_ of Faith? If the Eye of your Faith were open 


and clear, to look upon the Tranſcendent Ami- 
ableneſs which is in Chriſt, you could not chuſe 


dut Love him: could you fee the Glances of his 
Eye, and the Sweet Smiles of his Lovely Face, 
as lome have ſeen, your Hearts would be Over. 
come and Raviſhed with Love, and filled with 


More 


Exiacics of Joy ard Ineffable Delight. 


| 


Jeſus | 


* 
| 


theſe ſix. 


5. H Ful- 


1. Confider Chriſt's Greatneſs and Authority, 


Aquila non capit muſcas, The Eagle doth not pur. 
| ſue after Flies? Great Souls are nor Affected, ex- 
| cept it be with Great Things; there is none ſo 
Great as Jeſus Chriſt ; He is moſt Great in Hon- 
| nour and Dignity, He is mot Great in Power and 
Authority. Excellency of Majeſty, dorh greatly 
engage the Love, and command the Hearts as 
| well as the Obedience of Subjects: and thoſe 
Princes that have the greateſt Power and: Au- 
E thority, are the Darlings of the people, when 
| they don't abuſe their place by Unrighteouſneſs 
and Cruelty, by Uſurpation and Tyranny. If 
Power be managed with Clemency, and Au- 
| thority with Kindneſs towards thoſe that are 
under command; ſo highly do Princes advance 
| themlelves hereby in the Eitcem and Love of 
| their people, that they will be ready to ſpend 
their Eſtates, and venture their Lives in their 
Service. Chriſt is the Prince of the Kings of 
the Earth, he is clothed with the Higheſt Ho- 


nour, Arrayed with the moſt Excellent Maje. 


ſty, Decked with the largeſt Power, and in- 


veſted with the Greateſt Authority. He is the 


King and Lord of Glorie, He is Exalted to 


Higber Dignity than the greateſt Potentate that 
„ ever 
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More particularly, There gre the mot Ami- 
able Qualifications in Chriit's 2 to attract 
and draw forth your Love ; I ſhalt inſtance in 
I, Hi Greatneſs and Authority, 2, Hs 
| Holineſs and Purity. 3. Hu Wiſdem and Omnij- 
| ciency. 4. Hu Truth and Fidelity. 
neſs and All ſuſſicieney. 6.His Kindneſs and Mer- 
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ever lived upon the Earth ; yea he is advanced 


above all Thrones and Dominions, and Princi- 


palities and Powers, of the Glorious Angels 
which are in Heaven; Al Power is given te him 
in Heaven and Earth, Mat. 28. 18. He doth 
What he will in Heaven the Adgels are at his 
Beck. and Execute his Will, go and come at 
h's Command ; and he hath Power on Earth; 
He is the Head of the Church, and Head over 
all unto the Church; he can Reſtrain his Ene. 
mies, and conquer them, and bring them under 
his Feet at his Pleaſrre; And whatever ſeverity 
he doth ſhew ſometimes in Executing his Judg. 
ments, and taking Vengeance on the Wicked, 
be Goth never abuſe his Power by Unrighte- 
ouſneſs: He is moſt Juſt towards the worft, and 
puniſheth them here leſſe than their iniquities do 
deſerve. But what kindneſs and clemency doth 
he ſhew ro his own fubjects and people? and 


O 


will not you have; a great love to ſo great a Per- 


ſon ? ſhould nor the conſideration of the high 
dignity of your Lord, raiſe your love of him 
unto a great height > when Chriſt hath ſuch Au- 
thority, ſhall he nor command your hearts ? 
when Chriſt is inveſted with ſuch power that 
he can defend you againſt the rage, and cruelty 
of your molt powerful and malicious ad verſa- 
ries, will you not love gieatly ſuch a Perſon, 
as well as truſt confidently under che ſhadow of 
his Government ? 
2. Confider Chriſt's Holineſs aud Purity, ſome 
great Perſons who abound in Wealth and Ho- 


nour, Who have ſome kind of amiable natural 


qualities, and acquired accompliſhments which 


might | 


is entred into the Holy 
bove; and there doth converſe with none but 
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| might render them very uſeful in their Coun- 
tries, yet thro' their wickedneſs and debauch- 
| ery, their filthineſs and imperiry, their impi- 
| ous and vicious lives, they ſtain all their other 
| excellencies, and render themſelves the objects 
| of contempt and ſcorn, unto thoſe who other- 


o 


| wiſe would bear great reſpect and love to 
them. 5 


mY 


Bur Chriſt is mot amiable for his Holineſs 


and Puriry he was holy in his birth; althovgtr 
born of a ſinful woman, yet he was born with- 
| out fin ? when he lived amongſt impure ſinners 
he kept his garments from all ſtains and ſpots, 
bis heart and life were free from all polutions, 
and never was he Guilty of the leaſt tranſgreſfio1 
either in action or the leaſt inclination, O 
what an excellent Perſon was Chriſt when here 
| upon the Earth ! how glorious in holineſs, whar 
bright beams of perfect purity and exact inno- 
cency did Chriſt ſcater in thoſe dark places of 
the Earth where he lived, and amongſt thoſe 
dark ſullied ſinners with whom he did converſe ! 


how then doth Chrift ſhine in holineſs; now he 
of Holies, which is a- 


ſuch as are Holy? I know becauſe of Chritis 
Holineſs and Purity, he is the object of the hat- 


ted and enmity of the wicked and ungodly ; be- 
cauſe Chriſt is an enemy unto their darling and 


beloved luſts, they have an enmity againſtChrilt's 


Perſon: when he was here below he telleth his 
bretheren, John 7.7. The Norld hateth me, be- 
cauſe I teſtifze of it, that the works thereof are evil, 
and the hatred of the worid doth {till abide upon 
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the ſame account; Chriſt doth reprove the world 
of fin, and this the world cannot endure and a. 
way with; the beams of Chriſt's Holineſs doe of- 
tend their Sore Eyes, his holy precepts do offend 
their Carnal heatts; yet notwithſtanding this, he 


is a moſt ſutable object for the love of Saints 
upon the account of his Holineſs: ſuch as are 


ttuly judicious will love them moſt who are beſt, 
and ſuch are really the beſt Men and Women in 


_ rhe world, as are moſt holy; if you are Chriſt's 


difciples indeed, you lore holineſs wherever you 
ſee it, and can Fos love the imperfect holireis 
which is in God's people, and will yon not love 
Chriſt who zs perfectly, ininitely holy himſelf, 
and the ſpring of all that bolineſs, which is to be 
found in any of the Children of Men? if there 


be ach a wonderful luſt re in the derived holineſs 


of ſome, that it makes them to ſhine às lights in 
a dark World, what a wonderful tranſcendent 
luſtre is there in the original holineſs which is in 
Chriſt ! which as it is matter of great admirati- 


on, ſo it calls for great affection, E/. 119. 140, 
Zy word is very pure, therefore thy Servant lovetb 


it, Chriſt is the Word, not the writen Word, 


but the Eſſential Word, and he is very 'pure, 


therefore you ſhould love him. | 
3. Conſider Chriſt's Wiſdom and Omniciency. 
Wiſdom doth make the face ro ſhine ; Learning 


doth advance ſome very highly in efteem ; ſuch 


as know moſt, if their morals be ſutable ro theit 
intellectuals, are moſt admired by thoſe that 
underſtand what true worth is; eſpecially it 
there be ſpiritual Wiſdom in conjunction with 
natural and acquired, if there be much Grace 


inf 
| 


| 
| 
| 
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ia the heart as well as much Knowledge in the 


head, how worthy are ſuch to be beloved 2 


| Daniel was a man of grear learning and wit- 
dom, Skill d in all the learningfof the Chaideans 


which was not ſinful and diaPolical; and beſides 
this he was endued with divi wildom by the 
teachings of the Holy Spirit; rhe Angel told this 

Daniel more than once or twice, that he was a 


Man greatly beloved; he was greatly beloved by 
| the Lord of Heaven, greatly beloved by his 


Prince on Earth, and greatly beloved by his peo- 
ple, and by all, except ſome few that envied 
bis proſperity and favor Daniels Wiſdom did 
render him ſo univerſally amiable ; How then 
ſhould Chriſt be beloved becauſe of his Wiſdom 


and Knowledge! rhe wiſdom of Chrift is far 


beyond the Wiſdom of Daniel, or the Wiſdom - 
of Solomon who was wiſer than Daniel; theſe 
men had Wiſdom which made them famous and 


eſteemed in their day, but Chriſt is Wiſdom, - 
the Wiſdom of the Father; they were children 
of wifdom, but Chriſt is the Father and Foun- 


tain of wiſdom ; they had ſome jewels of wif 
dom, bur the treaſures of wiſdom are hid and 
laid up in Chriſt, Col. 2. 3. they had learning 
and knowledge, but their knowledge was Igno- 
rance compared with the knowledge of Chriſt, 
the greateſt part of the things which they knew, 
being bur the leaſt part of the things which they 


| knew not; they knew ſome things, but Chritt 


is emniſcient and knoweth all things; they knew 
many ſecrets of nature, bur Chriſt knoweth the 


| ſecrets of Heaven, the mind of God, and no- 


thing is hid from him. How greatly beloved 
| C5. _ thea -- 
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then ſhould Chriſt be! If you are wiſe you will 
if you would be wiſe you, muſt love Chriſt who 


is (o Iafinitely wiſe himſelf, and who alone can 


£ 


make you truly wile. 


4. Confder Chriſt's Truth and Fidelity, Truth 


and Faibfulneſs are very rare in our days 


when Falſhood and Deceit do ſo much abound; 
whar was ſaid of old, I/. 59. 14. 15. Truth 
failerh and falleth in the Street, the ſame may 
be ſaid now ; and therefore ſuch as are True 
without Guile, Faithful without Deceit, ate 
worthy of great eſteem and Love. But what 
Love ſhould you give unto Chriſt, who is not 
only True, but Truth it ſelf; who is moſt 
Faithful in all his undertakings and promiſes, 
and never deceived any that put their truſt in 
him, who is often better than his word, never 
worie ? you will love a true and faithful Friend, 


and will you nor love a true and faithful Chriſt 
s the beſt Friend of the children, of Men? as 


Chriſt's faithfulneſs ſhould encourage your con- 
tdence in him, ſo it ſhould endear your love 

5. Conſider Chriſt's fulneſs and All ſuffici- 
ency. Such as have large and plentiful Eſtates, 
are greatly beloved by the poor and indigent, 
if they find them alſo to have large Hearts and 


open hands ready to diſtribute unto their wand 


and neceſſities; none have ſuch fullneſs and plen- 
Ly as the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and none fo wil 
ing to communicate of his fulneſs unto the want 
of juch as are poor in Spirit, and ſenſible 0 
cheir need, Col, 1. 19. It hath pleaſed the Fatbet 


that in him all fulneſs ſhould dwell. There is not 
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only Plenty in him, but fulneſs: not the ful- 
neſs of the ciſtern, but fulneſs of the Fountain; 
not the fulneſs only of ſufficiency for himſelf, but 
the ſulneſs of redundancy for his people; nor 
ſome fulneſs for ſome things, bur all fulneſs for 
all things that are good; not fulneſs for ſome 
time and to continue but for a while, but all 
ſulneſs doth dwell in him, and abide for all his 
people throughout all Generations; and this not 
to depend upon the pleaſure of men whole minds 
may alter, but it hath pleaſed the Father, it de- 
pendeth upon the pleaſure of the Father who is 
always the ſame, and whoſe good will to his 
people is unchangeable. There is a twofold ful- 
neſs in Chriſt for his people here; beſides his 
fulneſs of Glory which bath a reference to Eter- 
nity. There is a fulneſs of Merir, and a fulneſs 
of Spirit, 1. A fulneſs of Merit, in that full and 
aril. perfect Righteouſneſs which he hath wrought 
our for them, and which he doth impute unto - 
tem for their Juſtification. 2. There is a fulneſs 
lone f Spirit in Chriſt, the Spirit being given unto 
him without meaſure, which he doth impart and 
fie. communicate unto them, for their Sanctification 
Ates and Conſolation, Chriſtians you are empty, 
ry Chriſt is full; you are poor, Chriſt is rich; 
a" pou are indigent, Chriſt is All- ſufficient; and 
ans will not you love Chriſt, who is able to do for 
you, beyond what you are able to ask or 
think, and is as willing as he is able ro ſupply 
all your Spiritual neceſſities. Will you not love 
Chriſt who is an Overflowing & Everflowing 
Fountain of Good, who hath inexhauſtible trea- 
Flures of Graces and Comforts in him, which - 185 
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54 The true Chriſtians Love 
ſer open before you, and unto you, and every 
day you may freely come and fetch ſuch jewels 
our of this Treaſury, as are of higher worth and 
greater uſe than any Earthly Riches in the g: eat. 
eſt Plenty and abundance ? | | 
6. Conſider Chriſt's kindneſs and mercy, Al 
the kindneſs of Men is unkindneſs compared 
with the kindneſs of Chriſt, all the Mercies of ® | 
( 
| 


Men are Cruelty, Compared with the Mercies 
of Chriſt. He is all kindneſs, all bowels, al! 
compaſlion, all pity, all grace, all mercy to mi. 
ſerable loſt mankind ; I ſhall not enlarge here be- 
cauſe this will fall under the ſecond head off | 
Arguments, taken from the conſideration off } 
Chriſt's Love, And if you add the kindneſs and 
mercy of Chriſt to all his other excellencies snd 
perfections, ſurely he will appear to have in 
comparably the greateſt attractives in aim for | 
Love, unto any that have not a very thick veil ( 
of unbelief before their Eyes to hide him from 
their view. | | 


Secondly, Conſider what Chriſt is to the Fa- 
ther. 1, He is moſt nearly related to him, 2 
He is moſt dearly beloved by bim. ; 
1. Chriſt is moſt nearlyiRelared, and with - 
al moſt perfectly like unto the Father. All theſh | 
Creatures are related to God as their Make! 
but God's Chidren are more nearly related; the 
Saints are nearly related ro God, who are hi - | 
Children by adoption and Regeneration; the 
Augels are more nearly related to God who at 
tis Sons by Creation, and never were ſeparated ], 
from him by ſin; but the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 8 
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to the Unſeen Chrit, 55 
moſt nearly related unto God who is bis Son 
by Eternal Generation: thus Chriſt is the only 
Begotten Son of God, and doth bear his Image 
moſt perfectly, being the brightneſs of his Fa- 
thers Glory, and the expreſs Image of his Per- 
ſon. This near Relation of Chriſt, and his like- 


neſs to the Father doth call for your ſtrongeſt 


love; if you have reaſon to honour the Father, 
on the ſame account you have reaſon to honour 
the Son ; if you have reaſon to love the Father, 
you have the ſame reaſon to love the Son. You 
will love the ſons of Princes, and will you not 


love the Son of God ? you will love your Own 


Image, and will not you love Chriſt who is the 
expreſs Image of God ? we read of Chriſt, Phil. 
2. 6. Who being in the form of God, thought it no 
Robbery to be equal with God. Chriſt (without 
Robbery or Derogation unto God) is equal with 
God in all Glorious Excellencies and Perfections, 
and therefore your higheſt and ſtrongeſt love is 
his due, and without robbery you cannot with- 
hold it from him. 5 
2. Chriſt is moſt dearly beloved by the Father, 
2 Pet. 1. 17. For he received from God-the Father, 


Honour and Glory, when there came ſuch à voice to 


him, from the Excellent Glory: This is my beloved 
Son in Nom ] am well 3 then that is 


worthy of the Fathers love, ſurely is worthy of 
yours; he that is chieily beloved by the Fa- 


ther ſhould chiefly be beloved by you. 


Thirdly, Conſider what Chriſt is unto all 
true Chriſtians ; if you be ſach, Chriſt is your 
Shepherd, he feedeth you in green Paſtures, he 
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56 The true Chriſtians Love 
hath laid down his life for his Sheep, and will 
you not love ſuch a Shepherd ? he is your Cap- 


- tain who hath conquered all your Enemies for 


you and leadeth you on to take the ſpoils, and will 


you not love ſuch a leader ? He is your Prophet, 


who teacheth you the moſt excellent things that 


ever were taught, the higheſt myſteries, the 
molt Glorious Truths, which are of the greateſt 


concernment to know and belive ; and he teach. 
eth you in the moſt excellent way by his word 
and Sprit, opening your underſtandings as well as 


his Truths, giving you light and an eye to diſcern 


this light; and will you not love ſuch a teacher? 
He is your High Prieſt who hath made ſatisfacti- 
on for you, to reconcile you unto God and his in- 
tereeſlion is inceſſant and prevalent, and will you 
not love ſuch an Advocate 2 He is your King 
who ruleth you moſt powerfully and righteouſly, 
moſt Wiſely and Graciouſly, and will you not 
love inch a Soverain, He is your Benefacter 
the moſt kind and bountiful, and no gifts are 


comparable unto his gifts, and will you nor love 


{uch a friend? He is your Brother, and if he 
be not aſhamed ro own you for his Bretheren 
and Sifters, will it not be a ſhame it you ſhould 
withold from him your hearts? He is your 
Huſband, and you are joyned to him. by the 
Sprit and Faith in ſuch Bonds as cannot be bro- 
ken, and wilknor you embrace him in the arms 
of your deareſt love? He is your Redeemer who 
reſcued and delivered you from Sin and Satan, 
from Death and Wrath: He hath redeemed 


you by price, the price of his blood, and hath he | 
not then given the greateſt price for your Love? 
were] bs | 


Þ 
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be bath redeemed you allo by conqueſt, and 


p- I ſhall he nor make a conqueſt of your hearts? Sure - 
Jy ly you are altogether unworrhy of theſe relati- 
ll ons if you do not preſent Chriſt with your moſt 
t, end eared and choiſeſt Affectione. Thus far the 
at Motives drawn from the Conſideration of what 
E Chriſt is. „„ 

ſt i 5 : = 
h. Hz by 

d SEC I. XII. 
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n 5 THe 2d. ſort of Motives to excite your love to 

. Cbriſt, may be drawn. from the conſider- 
i- ation of Chriit's love unto true Chriſtians. If 
n- you are Chriſtians indeed, Chriſt loveth you, 1. 
u with the Freeſt Love. 2. With the Trueſt 
ig Love. 3. With the ſtrongeſt Love. 4. With 
7. the ſureſt Love. | 


DL 

Ir 1. Conſider that Chriſt Loveth you with the 
re Freeſt Love: There are many motives and at- 
Ve tractives for your Love to Chriſt, bur Chriſt's 
ne love to you is moſt free; nothing in your ſelves 
en do draw and engage love, except deformity and 
Id enmity to him, except filtineſs which he loath- 
ur eth. and wickedneſs which his ſoul hateth be 
ne motives. There is no man in the world that 
o loveth you bur he findeth or fancyeth ſome love- 
ns lineſs in you, ſomething to be a motive to draw 
ho his love to you; wit is is a motive to ſome, wealth 
in, to others, beauty to ſome, ſtrength to others, ne ar 
ed Relation to ſome, dear love to others, liberality 
he to ſome, ſer vice to others; greatneſs to ſome, 


e? || goodneſs to others; likeneſs whether is be in 
be ff | good 
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good or evil is a motive to the love of the moſt; 
But Chriſt's Firſt love to you, is altogether free, 
that which is a motive to men and induceth 
their love to you is no motive to incline the Love 
of Chriſt: the ſin which you brought into the 
world with you, and the many ſins which ſince 
you came into the world have been committed 
by you, are enough to ſhut out all motives of 


Love in Chriſt unto whom all fin is fo odious 


and abominable. Whatever motive induced 
Chriſt to love you, it was not drawn from your 
ſelves, but it was drawn from his own bowels, 
And will not this free love of Chrift incline you 
ro love him ? Doth he love you moſt freely, and 
will not you love him moſt dearly 2 Did Chriſt 
love you without any motive to draw his love? 
and will not you love Chriſt in whom there are 


ſo many motives to draw your love? Did Chriſt 


begin to love, and will not you make a return? 
Did Chriſt love you under your deformity, and 
will not you love him in whom there is ſuch per- 
fect beauty ? If you now have any fſpirtual 
beauty, it is through the comelineſs which Chriſt 


hath put upon you, but Chriſt's firft love was 


free, which is matter of the greateſt admiration, 
and ſhould be a Motive unto the greateſt Aﬀecti- 
on 


2. Conſider that Chriſt loveth you with the 
Trueſt love: There is little true love in the world, 
you have many that truly hate you, few that tru- 
ly love you: and there is much diſſimulation in 
the pretended love and affection of ſome; all 
that Flatter you do not truly love you 3 love in 
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hew and outward appearance, in gcod words 
and fair ſpeeches is common, but love in deed and 


in truth, chat evidence th ir ſelf in real offices of 


Love, where there is the greateſt need, this is 
rarely to be found. Fob complaineth, 700 6. 6, 
16, 17. My brethren have dealt deceitfully like a 


brook, and as the ſtream of brooks they paſs away; 


whech are blackiſh by reaſon of the ice, and wherein 


| the ſnow 3s bid ; what time they wax warm they 
vaniſh, when it is hot they are conſumed out of their 


/ace, In the proſperity of 7% he had many 


| triends, and their love and friendſhip did ſeem to 


have ſome ſtrength and conſiſtency, like the ice 
upon the brook; but when heat of trouble and 
catamity came upon Fob, then the love of his 
friends did melt and vaniſh away like ice and 
ſnow before the warm beams of the Sun: the 
Love of the moſt is ſelfiſh, for their own ends, 


and therefore when their love is not like to be 
| beneficial. but rather creates trouble and prejudice 


to themſelves, ir cometh to nothing. True 


| Chriſtianiry doth teach another kind of Love, 
and thoſe that are powerfully Religious have a 
true love, which is ready to ſhew it ſelf moſt in 
an Adverſe eſtate. But none do or can love you 
with ſuch a true love as Jeſus Chriſt; there is no 
| flartery or diflimulation in his Love, his Love is 
not in the leaſt counterfeit, it is not in the leaſt 
ſelfiſn and for his own ends; he doth not love 
you to Receive good from you, but that he might 


Do good unto you: He loveth you not only in 
Proſperity, but chiefly He doth evidence his love 
in Affliction and adverſity. He is a preſent help 
in the time of trouble, and then doth give the 
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you are tempted, and ſympathizeth with you n 


ſupporting you, in relievipg you, and in deliver. 
ing you, Oh? what Love ſhould you have und 


à True love? 
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Spirit ſhould become fleſh, that he who made be 
the world ſhould be born of a mean Virgin, and Lo 


60 The true Chriſtians Love 
moſt render demonſtrations of his Love; he i 
touched with rhe feeling of your infirmities when 


your ſorrows when you are afflicted ; He ſhewe: 
his Love in viſiting you under your troubles, in 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who Loveth you with ſuch 


3 Conſider that Chriſt Loveth you with the | 
Strongeft Love, His love is more ſtrong than 
Death, more ardent than the Fire, which hath 
a moſt vehement Flame, The ſtrength off Tn 
Chriſt's Love to you doth ſhew it (elf in the ac-· 


tivity of his Love, in his Doing for you; and 3 
this will appear in three things, 1. In What he tha 
hath dove for you, 2. In what he is doing for qu: 
you. 3. In what he will do for you. pre 

tio! 


2. The ftrength and activity of Chriſt's Love vat 
to you, doth ſhew it ſelf in what Chriſt hath 
one for you; J ſhall briefly name ſome parti: ¶ gr. 
culars. 1. It was the ſtrong Love of Chriſt I ih 
which brought him down from heaven for you, ihi 
to aſſume your Nature, what manner of love 
was this that God ſhould become man! that 


all for your fakes! 2. It was the love of Chrilt Þ de 
which made him to ſullfil all righteouſneſs for Þ fo; 


_ you; He yielded perfect obedience to the Law. 


both Moral and Ceremonial, that you might ed 
= r 
[| 


| 
| 
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have the benefit of it. It was the Love of Chriſt 
which made him ſubmit himſelf to the temptati- 


| ons of the Devil for you, that he, ſuffering be- 


ing tempted, might be able to ſuccour you when 
you are tempted, 4. It was the Love of Chriſt 
which made him endure the contradictions of 
ſinners for you; he bore many affronts contu- 
welies, envyings and blaſpbemies of wicked 
men, that he might give you an example how to 
carry your ſelves under the like circumſtanc es. 


5. It was the Love of Chriſt which made him 
lay down his Life for you, Foh. 1 5. 13, 14. 
W Greater love hath no man than this, that a man 
lay down his life for his friend, ye are my friend. 
That ſuch a perſon as Chriſt, ſo excellent ſo in- 
nocent, ſhould undergo death, and ſuch a death 
as that of the Croſs, ſo diſgraceful, ſo painful; 


that he ſhould ſubmit to ſuch Ignominy and en- 
dure ſuch Agony, ſuch tearings in his fleſh ſuch 
preiſures in his ſpirit and that with ſuch reſolu- 


tion and willingneſs, with ſuch ſubmiſſion and 


patience, and thar for ſuch as yon, although 
now his friends yet whilſt in a ſtate of Nature 
ſtrangers and enemies; here was Love {ſtronger 
than death! Oh the height! Oh the depth of 
this Love! There are ſuch dimenſions in this 
love of Chriſt, as the longeſt line of your moſt 
extended thoughts and imaginations can never 


be able to reach and mealure, 6. It was the 


Love of Chriſt which raiſed þbim again from the 
dead or you, Rom. 4. 25. Who was delivered 


| for our offences, and raiſed again for our juſtifica+ 


tion. 7. It was the Love of Chriſt which carry- 
ed him up from earth into heaven, where he 
was 
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was before for you, Fob. 16, 7. Nevertdeleſ; 
rell you rhe truth, it is expedient for you that ] 20 
away; for if I go not 4 way the Comforter will nu 
come wito you ; but if [ depart I will ſend him unte 
Oo. . 


it to you doth ſhew it ſelf in what he is doing for 
Lig you. 1. He is interceding for you at the right 
band of God; Rom. 8. 34. (Ih is he that con- 
demneth® it M Chriſt that died, yea rather that 1 
if riſen again, whe is even a? the right hand of Qud, 
woo ald maletb inter et ton for us, It is through 
Love that Cbriſt doth. plead for you in Heaven, 
that your perions may be accepted, your {ins 
pardoned, your prayers anſwered, and that the 
Holy Ghoſt may be ſent down to you to teach 
{fanCtihe and comfort you, 2. He is preparing: 
place for you, Feb. 14. 2. In my father's ben 
there are many Manſient, if it were not fo I wou 
bave told you, I go ts prepare a place for you. I 
is through love that Chriſt as your forerunner 
is for you entred into the glorious Palace that i 
above, to take poſſeſſion of it for you, and tv 
I prepare places there for your reception. 
= þ< 3. The ſtrength and activity of Chriſt's love 
8: to you doth ſbew it ſelf in what he will do tor 
you. 1. He will keep you in his hand that none 
ſhall pluck you thence, Fob. 10. 28. They foal: 
never periſh, neither ſhall any man pluck them out 
of my band. Becauſe you are received into the 
arms of his love, therefore you mall be kept by 
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F never euher finally or totally fall away. 2. 
P?, Chritt 


2. The ſtrength and activity of Chriſt's Lore 


the band of his power, and therefore you iha!l| 
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Cbriſt will make all things work together for 
your good, Rom. 8. 28, And we know that All 
things work together for good to them that leve God. 
Chrift hath an endeared love to all you that love 
God, your love being the fruit of his; and when 
Men and Devils conſpire together ro do you 
miſchief, Chriſt's love will turn it unto your ſpi- 
ritual ad vantage. 3. Chriſt will Rand by you 
in trouble and at death, John 14. 18. Iwill not 
leave y0u comfortleſi, I will come unto you- When 
iftition doth ariſe, eſpecially if ir be for his 
ake,& you are bereaved of all outward Comforts, 
Chrift will not leave you comfortleſs, when 
Trends fail and fleſh fails, and Heart fail, yea and 
lite fails, Chriſt will not fail but will ſtand by 
and ſtrengthen you, ant be a light to you in your 
darkeſt hours, a ſtay to your Spirits when they 
are ready to fink within you. 4. After death Chritt 
will take care of your Souls, he will not ſuffer 
them to wander tdey know not Whither, he will 
not lutter the Devil to ſeize on them as his prey, 
dat he will tend his Angels to conduct and con- 
rey them into the bæavenly paradiſe, that where 
de is there they may be allo, LX. 16. 22. 
ore ind ir came to paſſe that the Begger dted and 
for vr carryed by the Angels ineo Abraham, bo- 
one m, 2 Cor. 5. 8. Us are confident; I ſay, and 
all villing rather to be abſent from the body and pre- 
our n: with the Lord. 5. Chrift will raue up your 
the ©] Bodies at the laſt day, if your Bodies ſhould be 


leſ; I 
g 
{1 na 
| 11720 


- by Y conſumed by Eire, or drowned in the Water, or 


hall rot in the Earth, whatever becometh of them, 
2. | {he Lord Jeſus ar bis {econd glorious appear- 
rift | ance will und them and raiſe them, and trank 


form. 
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64 The true Chriſtians Love 
form them into the likeneſs of his moſt glorious M* 
body, John 6. 40. And this is the. Father's will ore 
which hath ſent me, that every one which ſeeth thy 
Son and Believeth on him may have Everlaſting 
Life; and 1 will raiſe him up at the laſt day, Phil. 
lip. 3. 20. 21. For our Converſation is in Hea- 
ven, from whence we look for the Saviour, th: 
Lord Feſus Chrift ; who ſhall change our vill 
Body, that it may be faſhiened like unto his plori. 
ous Body. 6. Chriſt will ſend forth his Angel 
to gather you into the ſociety of the Elect that 
have lived in all Ages and all parts of the World, 
and to convey you into his preſence, to meet him 
in the Air when he cometh to Judge the, World. 
Math. 24. 31. And he ſhall fend his Angels with 
a great ſound of a TrumpeP und they ſhall gather 
together his Elect from the four Minds, from one 
end of Heaven unto the other, 1 Theſl, 4. 16. 
17. For the Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend from 
Heaven with a ſhout, with the voice of the 
Archangel, and with the trump of God, and 
the dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt; then we which 
are alive and remain ſhall be caught up together 
with them in the Clouds, to meet the Lord in the 
Air. 7. Chriſt will own you, and crown you, 
and admit you into the Kingdom of Heaven, 
which he bath prepared for you. Math. 25. 34. 
Then ſhall the King ſay unto them on his right 
hand, Come ye Bleſſed. of my Father, inherit 
| the Kingdome prepared for you from the Founda- 
tion of the World. Here is ſtrong and active | 
love indeed! and ſhall not the conſideration of N 

this love of Chriſt raiſe and highten your love 
unto him ? hall it not provoke and excite you 
78 „ unto 
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/ 


tivity of love, unto the lively and moſt 
8 en, „ thereof? hath Chriſt united 


II. ur nature ? and ſhall not your Hearts 
the _ his Perſon ? hath he fulfilled all 
b 's \ighteousneſs for you? and will nor you fultil 
bil. s command of Love? hath he endured ſuch 
. emptations contradictions and ſufferings upon 
the Naur account and giving himſelf to dye for you ? 
2 ind will not you give your Hearts unto him? 
Or bo 


uch he riſen from the dead, and Aſcended into 


Rels for vou? and will not your Affections 
hat i. from the Earth and Aſcend into Heaven, 
rl, zhere Jeſus Chriſt is > Doth he plead in Hea- 
4 en with the Father for you ? and will not you 


iearken to his pleadings, by bis Word and Spi- 
it with you for your love? 1s be preparing - 
lorious Manſion for you in his Father's houſe : 
nd will not you prepare a place for him and en- 
tain him in the inner room of your chiefeſt 
\fections? doth and will he keep you in his hand 
nd will not you embrace him in your boſom : 


nod > and will not your Aﬀections work to- 
nr bim 2 will he ftand by you in trouble and 
i Death > and will not this put life into your 
Move > will he ſend his Angels ro convey your 

oals into his preſence, when ſeparared frem our 


5% Pod our Hearts get to him and 
zodiesd and ſhall not your Fearts get c 

gh 2 him before ? will he raiſe up your 
4 Bodies at the laſt day e and will not the hopes 
Pe this raiſe up your Aﬀections ? ſhall you be 
6 zught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the 


Hir, & will Chriſt there own and crown you ? 
and will not the believing fore · thoughts _ — 
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68 The true Chriſtians Love 
raviſh your Hearts with love to Chriſt, and tran. 7 
port you with unſpeakable joy ? the ſtrength af hi 
Chriſt's love to you methinks ſhould engage I ;,, 


your love for him, not only in the Truth of i, N 
but alſo in the ſtrength of it. 
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4. Conſider that Chriſt loveth you with the 
ſureſt love. Some Friends may love you a while 41 
with fome kind of ſtrength and ardency, bu , 
ſuch differences may ariſe between you, as ſhall 
ſoon weaken and cool their love, and of Friend: I . 
they ſhall prove {trangers, yea become Enemies I x. 
unto you: or if their love doth abide, it is not f 
ſure, becauſe they may not abide ; if their Love I. 
dye not whilſt they live, They may ſoon dye, I all 
and then their love is at an end: but the love of ,11 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto you is the moſt Sure 
love: if he begin to love you he will continue t0 

love you, if he love you once he will love you to 
the end; or rather without end; the love of 
Chriſt is not ſubject ro mutations and changes 
like unto ours; if yon flag in your love, he wil 
nat fail*in his love, and though you offend him, 
he is not irreconcileable ; he may indeed upon 
unkindneſs on your fide with draw the manife- 
ſtations of his love for a while, bur he will never Ch 
wholly remove his love from you, the love off Ch 
Chrift admits of no changing, knows no ending, 
Chriſtians, What marives can you find in any 
perſon or any thing in the world which you hade 
ſeen, dank to thoſe which you have in this 
Lord Jelus Chrift, though you have never ſeen 
him; He is a Perſon moſt amiable in himſel, 
his Greatneſs, his Holineſs, his — - Ni 

| aich · 
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to the Unſeen Chriſt, 67 
an- Faithfulneſs, his Falneſs, his Kindneſs do make 
n of him ſhine with an admirable luſtre ; his Relation 
age to the Father, and the love which the Father 
f it, doth bear to him; his Relation unto you, being 
your Shepherd, your Captain, your Teacher, 

your advocar, your Soveraign, your Benefactor, 
| the your Brocher, your Husband, your Redeemer, 
vhileWW all theſe do commend him to your A* but 
bur when matchleſſe beauty and lovelineſs ds meet 

ſnall in a perſon that doth bear matchleſs love to you, 
end: MW when this moſt amiable Lord ſeſus doth love you, 
mies ¶ with ſuch a free love, ſuch a cordial” love, ſuch 


S not a ſtrong and active love, ſuch a ſure and conſtant 
_ love; when his love is incomparable, ſurpaſſing 
Ye, 


all other love, and incomprehe aſible, ſurpaſſing 
all knowledge. O with whar activity, ardour 
Sure and conſtancy, ſhould you love ſo farable an 
ue to object } : | 

ou to : 

Fe oli — —— — 
__ S ECT. XI 
e will 

him, 


upon 


ve ol 


He third fort of motives to excite your love 
unto Chriſt, may be drawn from the con. 
aniſe: I gderation of Chriſt's Benefits. If you ere true 
_— Chriſtians you have. 1. Spiritual Lighr from 
ve ON Christ. 2. Spiritual Life from him, 3. The Par- 
adint f don of fin from him. 4. The Robes of Righte- 
n an) onineis from him. 5. The Peace of Conſcience 
_ from him. 6. The Joyes of the Holy Ghoit 
in 0 rem him. 5. The Riches of Grace from him. 
leis. The Dignity of Children trom bim. 9. The 
—_ Spirit of Prayer from him. 10. Title to the 
n Kingdom of Heaven, with the firſt Fruits and: 
faith D fare- 
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fore- taſtes of it from him here, and ſhall be put 
into the poſſeſſion of it by him hereafter. 
2. You have Spiritual light from Chriſt; Chriſt 
is rhe Sun from whom all the beams of this light 
do come: time was when you were not only, in 
the dark, but darkneſs ; but ſeſus Chriſt did in- 
lighten you, Eph. 5. 8. For ye were ſometime; 
darkneſs, but now are ye light in the Lord; walt 
2 Childrendgf the light: it is Chriſt that bath turn 
ed you from darkneſs to light, that hath tran 
lated you out of darkneſs into his marvellous 
light, he hath cauſed a marvellous light ro ſhine 
imo your minds, whereby he hath diſcovered to 
you the wonderful things of the Law, that there: 
by you might diſcern the odious nature of fin; 
and whereby he hath diſcovered to you the won- 
derful myſteries of the Goſpel, that thereby you 
might diſcern the excellency of Goſpel- priv. 
leges, and the exceeding Riches of God's Grac 
and Kindneſs thro' Telus Chriſt. Chrift hath 
opened your Eyes ro lee the chiefeſt evil, that 
you might be delivered from it, and the chiefel 
good and happineſs, that you might artain uni 
it. And dorh not this light which you have fron 
{Chriit call for your love? If the man that wi 
born blind, and was cured of his natural dark 
neſs by Chriſt, did love Chriſt for this favour, 6 
as boldly to plead for him before the Phariſee 
though. he were for ir caſt out of the Synagogue 
as you may read in Fohbn 9. How much mot 
reaſon have you to love Chriit, who hath cure 
you of FyourSpiritual darkneſs; which had it con 
_ rinued, you would have gone blindtold to Hel 
vedere there is blackneſs of darkneſs for ever} 
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to the Unſeen Chriſe. .  _ 


2. Lou have Spiritual life from Chriſt; you 
where Spiritually dead, and Chriſt bath quick- 
ned you, Eph. 2. 1. Town bath he quickned who 
were dead in fins and treſpaſſes. We read that 
Chriſt raiſed Lazarus from the dead after he had 
been buried four dayes, Fohn 11. Lazarus did 
love Chriſt before, but no doubt this Reſurrect- 
jon of him ſo wonderfully did endear his loye to 
Chriſt exceedingly ; and ſhall not Chriſi's raiſing 
you up from your Spiritual death, raiſe your 
Hearts unto a great height of love to Chriſt ! you 
will greatly love one that is inſtrumental to fave 
your natural life, when in great hazard and dan- 
ger, eſpecialty if he ſhould do it by venturing 
his own ; and will you not greatly love Chriit 
who he.ch given you Spiritual life, which is far 
more excellent than the life of Narute ; and 
when he dyed that you might live, and when if 
you had not received this Spiritual lite from him, 
you could not have eſcaped eternal Death? 

3. You have pardon of fin from Chriſt; Sis 
Chriſt hath purchaſed for you, and the purcbale 


Y th coſt bim dear, even his blood which was of 


fore worth than the treaſures, were there ſo 
many, of ten thouſand worlds; this Chritt hath 
ſued out for you by his interceſſion at the right 
band of God, Whilſt you were under the guilt 
of fin you were bound over by the Juitice ot 
God to ſuffer the vengeance of Eternal Fire; but 
being pardoned your obligation to future puniſh- 
ment is taken of, and you are no more liable ro 
wrath to come, and the vengeance of Hell, than 
if you had never ſinn d. And will yau not love 
the Lord Jeſus 1 5 who hath procured for 
by ER 
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ou ſo ꝑreat a privitege > we read of one that 
had much fo given der, and ſhe loved much, Luk, 
7. 47. and have not you had much forgiven ? 
have not your fins been very numerous, and very 
hainous ? and hath Civiſt obrained/the pardon 
of them all? and will you love Chriſt mnch 2 
4. You have the Robes of Righteouſneſs from 

Ehriſt : you are born nake c of Origina! Righte. 
ouſneſs, and ycu could not work out any actual I 2 
Righteouſneſs fot your ſelves that might cover 1 
your nakedneſe, whatever yu wrought your I |: 
ſelves it was rags that could not cover you, If th 
and it was filthy rags which did pollute and de- ſp 
file you. Chrift hath given you the Robes of his e. 
perfect Righteouſnets to cover and adorn you I 2: 
withal, and therein you are accepted as perfectly I ar 
Righteous in the ſizbt of God. O how ſhorild we © m 
love the Lord :Jeſus for this Garment ; if your 
Bodies were naked and one ſhould give you 
clothes to cover you, eſpecially if they were rich 
cio , you would love ſuch a perſon ; and will 
yo. ot love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt who hart 
give: yon a garment to cover your Souls, 
that a very rich one, even the Robes of his s 
pure and unſpotted Righteouſneſs which by 
3 aith is put upon you? | 8 

3. You have peace of Conſcience from Chriſt, 
This is that peace which the Scripture telleth us 
guſſetia all underſtanding, Phil. 4. 7. It paſſeth alli 
zaderſtanding to wel the worth of it: ſuch as 
have this peace would not leave it upon any ac- 
ctzunt, they wonld part with Eſtate or Liberty, 
or Life rather than part with their peace; and. 
nos which have it not, but now do flight and | 

3 8 neglect 
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to the unſeen Chriſt. ro f 
ſeglect it. yet if they be awakened by the ſides 
of rhe Grave, and when they are come to the 
confines of Eternity, then they would value this 
peace, and would give all the world (were it at 
their diſpoſe) for it. This Jewel of peace you 
have from Jeſus Chrift, he hath purchaſed ic for 
you, the chaſtiſement of your peace was upon 
him, and he hath promiſed and bequeathed it in 
his laſt will and Teſtament unto you, Fobn 14. 
27. My Peace I leave with you, my Peace I give 
unto you. In his reconciling you unto God he 
hath laid a Foundation for this peace in all you 
that are true believers; and if he have moreover 
ſpoken peace to you in giving you well-grounded 
evidences of your Reconciliation ; if after railing 
a ſtorm, he hath ſent a calm into your Spyirs, 
and given a {weet ſerenity unto you in the tcki- 
mony of his Spirit to and with your Spirits that 
your peace is made With God, O how mould 
this draw forth your love to Chriſt > | 
6. You have the Joys of the Holy Ghoſt ſrom 

Chriſt, We read of the Theſſ/onians, that they 

received the Mord in much Affiilion, with Foy of 
be Holy Ghoſt, 1 Theſ. 1.6. Such are thoſe Jeys 

poken of in the Text, which are unſpeakable 

and full of Glory, Theſe are not Carnal joys but 

Spiritual, which-are. of a higher nature and 

ſweeter reliſh, that have a higher object, and are 

the beginnings of Eternal Joys; if you have theſe 

joys in any meaſure, you have them from Chriſt; 

he ſends the Holy Ghoſt from heaven to be your 

Comforter, to fill your Hearts with Spiritual 

rty, © Joys, and ſhall not your hearts then be filled with 
and. I love to rhe Lord Jeſus who is the Author of them? 
and N | D 3 7; Yau. i. 


*. 
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7. You have the riches of Grace from Chrift ! 45 
H any of you were poor and ready to ſtarve with 
hanger and cold, and a rich man ſhould give or the 


fend to you a cheſt fall of Gold and Silver, or a 
Cabinet full of Jewels worth many thouſand 


pounds; would you not love ſuch a Benefactor? We 
the Lord. Jeſus hath given you the riches of Grace, Nut 
the leaſt meaſure of which is really of mere Ih 


Worth than the vaſteſt treaſure of Gold, Silver Wk, 
and pretious Stones, that ever was gathered to. 
gether and heaped up by the moſt wealthy man "Wet 
that ever lived upon the face of the Earth; and 
will you not love jeſus Chriſt who hath given Ine 
you theſe ineſtimable riches? | cb 

8. You hae the Dignity of Children from Ii. 
Chrit; 1 John 3. 1. Behold what manner of Love N ve 
the Father hath beſtowed upon us, that we ſhould be Nane 
called the Sons of God! this privilege of Adoption Wor 
is. beſtowed upon you, not only by the Father, Nur 
but alſo by the Son; Fohn 1, 12. But 4s many 4s to 
received him, to them ga he Power to become the An 
Sons of God, even to them that believe on his name. Nun 
We read of ſome raiſed from the duſt, and lifted ID: 
up ſrom the dunghil to fir with Princs, Hal. 1 13. os 
7, 8, It is far higher advancement to be hfred up NM. 
from the dunghil of fin, and of flaves to luſts, Hi 
and Children of the Devil, to be made the Sons Nwi 
and Daughters of the Lord Almighty. This hon- II. 
our have all the Saints, and ir is Jeſus Chriſt Ie. 
who hath conferred this honour upon you; and Vi 
will not this endear your love to Chriſte 

8. You have the Spirit of Prayer from Chriſt; 
deing Sons, the Spirit of the Son is ſent down Ncei 

Juto your Hearts whereby you are enabled to fay 
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the Spirit of Chrift which helpetb your infirmi- 
ties in Prayer; that formeth your Petitions, that 


Chriſt e and how ſhould you love him? 


om is Chriſt that gives the Firſt Fruits of the Hea- 


ode I venly Canaan, the earneſt of the future "I reature - 
4 be and Inheritance which he bath promiſed, and the 


tion ¶oretaſtes ſometimes of thoſe Soul raviſhing Plea- 


her, Wires, which the Saints ſhall have in Fulneſs, and. 
2) 44 % Eternity, when they received up into Glory. 
the And it is Chriſt that hereafter will give Poſſeſſion 
ame. unto you, of the Kingdom of Heaven... At the 


fred Day of His Glorious Appearance, after he hath 


113. owned you before the whole World of Angels and 

en, and Honoured you to be. His At/eliors in 
uſts, His Judging and Condemning the Wicked; he 
Sons Iwill receive you with Acclamations-of. Joy and 


hon- Triumph, into the Glorious Pallace. of che New 


454 Father, Gal. 4. 6. through Chriſt you have 
acceſs unto God by the Spirir. Eph. 2. 18. It 15” 


enableth you to Pray with Faith and Life, and 
Feryour. Through Chriſt you have free Admit- 
tance to the Throne of Grace, through Chriſt you 
have Aſſiſtance by his Spirit to Pray in Prayer; 
through Chriſt you have Audience, and Graci-- 
ous Returns; O how are you beholden unto 


10. You have a Title to the Kingdom of 
Heaven from Chriſt. Through Chritt you are 
Children, and through Chrift you ace Heirs, Is - 


hriſt Y7eruſalem, where you ſhall have the Beatificat. 
and NViſoa and Fruition of the Glorious Fehovah, and 
Ide made pertakers of ſuch Glorious Felicity as 

bath not now. entered into your Hearts to con- 
ceive, And will not the Conlideration of all chis 
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ſet your hearts on fire with love to Chrilt ; 
Abbe 8 Da. Chriſtians, 
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Chriſtians, is there any Perſon like to Chriſt's 
Perſon eis there any love like to Chriſt's love? II 
are there any benefits like to Chriſt's benefits? 12 
No, no, he is incomparable in all; methinks 0 
then you ſhould by this time feel your love ro ſW,, 
Chrift Bike Fire to burn within with a vehement Ia 
fiame ? or methinks your love to Chriſt ſhould be Ih 
like water, I mean the waters of the Sanctuary Ih 
ſpoken of Exel. 47. 3,4, 5. Which at entrance were Net 
but to the Ankles, a little farther were up to the ID. 
Loyns, a little farther a deep River over the“ an 
head, where a man might ſwim ; methinks you Wir 
ſhould perceive an encreafing of your love under 10 
tiele various motives, if your love were more 50 
(allow, at firit, methinks by this rime it ſhould I ti 
have got ſome depth; when ſuch Winds do blow, Nut 
the waters ſhould flow and overflow, methinks me 
vcur love to Chriſt fnould be raitzd unto a high Nor 
tide, and run With a ſtrong Stream. Tuus for Hof 
the motives drawn from the conſideration of the 
Chrift's Benefits, all which are ſo many Orators 50 
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He fourth and laſt ſort of Motives ro excite I no 
your love to Chriſt may be drawn from | gi 

the conlideration of that love which Chriſtians to 
have or ſhould have unto him; and here conſider, I be 
3; The Diny.- 2. Fe Priviledge. 3: The Hon. H 
our. 4. The Wiſdom. 5. The Excellency. 6. of 
The NeceiTiy, 7. The Uſefulneſs. 8. The De- fre 
lightfulneſs. 9. The Attainableneſs of this love to an 
| ſus Chit, 1, Co 
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to the Unite Chris. 75 
ils r. Conſider it is your Duty to love Chrifigeif 
ve? WW; be your Duty 10 have a Natural affection unto 
Irs e Parents & Children, ir is much more your Duty 
inks ¶ to have ſpiritual affections umo Chriſt; If ie be 
e 10 pour duty ro have conjugal affection unto your 
ent WEarthty Husband and Wife; it is a greater duty to 
be N have conjugal love urftaghis your heavenly Hus. 
ary band. If ir be your Duty to love Brethren, Sil- 
vere ters and Kindred, that love you, it is a greater 

the Duty to love Jeſus Chriſt, who loves you above 
the“ Han Relations; if it be your Duty to love your 
von Enemies, it is much more your Duty to love 
er I Chriſt who is your beſt Friend. It is the will of 
wre your Heavenly Father that you ſhould love Chriſte 
uld the Devil would have you hate him, but God 
ow, would have you love him, and whether it be 
inks moſt reaſon that you ſhould obcy the Will of God 
1h Nor the Will of the Devil, judge ye. It is the Will 
for Nof Chrift that you ſhould love him; the will of 
ef ue fleſh is againſt this love, but whoſe will ought 
tors you to comply withal e you are not debtors te 
the Fleſh that you ſhould obey it's command, nei- 
ther are yon Debtors ro any Creatures to give 
them your choiceſt affections, but you are deb» . 
tors unto Chriſt to give him your chief love: 
Chriſt hath moſt right to your love, and will you 
not give to Chrift bis due? if you are bound to 
give men their due. are you not much more bound | 
to give unto Chriſt his due? Chriſt's due is yout 9 
belt, and have you any thing better than your 1 
Hearts to preſent him with all? will Chriſt acce pt [ 
of any thing at your hands. ſhould you withhad 
from him yourHearrs?had you, houſands ofRarms's if 
and ten Thouſand Rivers of Oyt ro offer to him, 1 
e 55 | had | 
I 


* 
\ * 
” * 
> mou * po 
_ — — —— — — — — ow — * % IO IM. 4 — 
2 57 hee x — 


| 


— 


76 The true Chriftians Love 


had you all_ the Freaſures of the Earth at your Nbzve 
diſpoſe, and ſhould lay it down all at his feet, IH c. 
it would be all ſlighted and diſregarded by him, ts: 
if you give away your Hearts from him. deri 
2. Conſider it is your Privilege that you may I P/«/ 
love Chrift, that Chriſt will give you leave to do Nin 
ir, and kindly accept of your Love. Should Bw! 
Beggars fall in love with Princes in order to the I 4. 
Marriage Union, both their Perſons and Love Wi 
would be rejected with ſcorn, anger and diſdain: N tha 
There is a far greater diſtance between you and the 
Jeſus Chriſt, than there is between the higheſt 
Prince and the meaneſt Begger; and yer the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt doth give you leave to love 
him with a Spiritually conjugal love, in order 
to the neareſt Spiritual Union and Conjunction; 
and notwithitanding his greatneſs and your 
meannels, he is not aſhamed to give entertains 
ment unto your Love; although you are ſo mean H 
as Creatures, and have been ſo vile as Sinners, yet I gt. 
he doth nor ſcorn and disdain you, but both Per- g 
tons and Love may find ready acceptance with ii 1s 
him. Ir is your duty to iove Chriſt becauſe he com- ¶ ac 
mands you. and it is your Privilege that you may Ill yc 
love Chrift becaule be allows you to do it. as 
3, Confider it is your Honour to Love Chriſt, b. 
The real Honour of any is not the Noble Blood I Ic 
which. runs in their veins, the high lineag efrom ti 
whence they are" deſcended, the great Titles | © 
wich which they are Inveſted, or the moſt emi. b. 
nent Earthly dignities unto which they are ad- 
vanced: The Heathan could ſay. Er Genus et f 
0 


Proguos, et qua non fecimus i ꝑſi viæ ea noſtra -voce ; 
our ttock and noble Anceſtors, and what we 
„ have | 


Pſal. 12. 8. and that the moſt high” ruleth in the - 


© upon all thoſe that have it. There is no greater 


greateſt love to him. According to the Spirit, ſo 


to the Unſeen Chriſti. 7 | 


bave not done or deſerve our ſelves, we can har--- 
ly call our own. And Vertus ſola & unica Nobili. 
t: Verrue is the only true Nobility. And the-- 
Scripture telleth us, that the vileſt Men are exalted, 


Mingdom of Men, and giveth it to whomſoever be 
pill, and ſetteth up over it the baſeſt of Men, Dan. 
4. 17. Princes and Nobles by their Vices and 
Wickedneſs may render themſelves more vile. 
than the Earth under their Feet, more baſe than 
the mire in the Streets. The Word of God ac- 
counteth only them to be truly Honourable, that 
are truly Gratious; and this Grace of Love to 
ſeſus Chriſt doth put a great Honour and luſtre 


and higher object for your love than the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, a perſon of ſo great eminency and 
excellency-: the Love of Chriſt doth enoble the 
Heart, and none in the world have ſuch truely. 
great and generous Souls, as thoſe who have the 


is the Man, either, Baſe, or Honourable ; and 
according to the chief love, ſo is the Spirit; if 
your Hears do- chiefly love any inferior things 
as all ſublunary things are, hereby you are de. 
bafed and diſhonoured; if your Heart chiefly . 
love Chriſt who is a Superior good and. ſuperla- 
tively amiable, hereby you are dignified and be- 
come truly honourable. We read of Hope (char 
is the Grace of Hope) that i: makerth not aſhamed, 
Rom. 5, 5; And the ſame may be ſaid of this Grace 
of Love to Jeſus Chriſt, it maketh not aſhamed. . 


* 


The moſt in the World do love thoſe things which -- 
one time or other will make them. aſhamed ; the 
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78 The true Chriſtians Love 
covetous will be aſhamed of their love of Riches, 
and the voluptuous will be a ſhamed of their Love 
of Pleaſures, and the Ambitious will be aſhamed 
of their love of Honours; diſa pointment of Happi- 
neſs and true contentment will make all aſhamed 
of their inordinate Creature. love, eſpecially when 
they come to reap the bitter Fruit oß their Sin in 
their Everlaſting puniſhment, Row. 16. 21. 
Nhat Fruit had you then in thoſe things whereof you 
are now aſhamed, for the end of thoſe things # Death, 
But the love of Chriſt makerh not aſhamed, it is 
no matter. of diſnonour and therefore neither is 
nor will be matter of ſhame for any to love Jeſus 
Chriſt wich the greateſt Strength and ardency: if 
the wicked do diſpiſe and ſcorn God's people, up- 
on the account of this love, their ſcorns are their 
real Glory, as on the contrary their eſteem of 
any upon the accont of ſin, is a real ſhame and 
diſhonour. 


* Conſider. It is your Wiſdom to love Chriſt. 
Deut. 4. 6. Keep therefore and Do them, for thi 


is your Wiſdom and Underſtanding in the fight of 


Nat#bns, which ſhall hear theſe Statutes, and ſa) 
ſurely thu great Nation is a VFiſe and Underſtanding 
Penple, Note have ſuch Wiſdom and Uader- 
ſtanding as thoſe who have and keep this Statute 
and Commandment to love the Lord Jeſus Chrift, 


Pſal. 111.16. The fear of the Lord is the begining 
of Miſdom, a good Underſtanding have al! they that 
do his Commandments, The fear of the Lord and 


the love of Chriſt are always in conjutiction.” or 


rather the former doth include the latter; this is 
the beginning arid! chief part of Wiſdom, and 
| | thoſe 


ra rute 
hriſt, 


22 
dining 


n, or 
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thoſe have the greateſt Underftandings, who 


have the ſtrongeſt Aﬀections. to the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, The love of Chrilt is the moſt reaſonable 
and therefore the moſt wiſe love. Thatlove is moſt 
reaſonable, which is chiefly carryed forth towards 
that objeck which is moſt ſurable and really mot 
amiable ; none ſo ſuirable and amiable an objet 


as the Lord Jeſus Cbriſt, as appears in what hach 


been already ſaid concerning Chriſt's Perſon, 
Chriſt's Love, and Benefits. Such as love other 
perſons or things with a chief love, they are 
miſtaken in the objects of their love, tbey appre 


bend more excellency and deſireableneſs in them, 


than really is in them, and ſo their love is a 
fooliſh love and unreaſonable, there being nothing 
really worthy of it, nothing really amiable in the 
chief place beneath and beſides Chriſt. Such as 


make choice of Chriſt for the object of their chief 


love, they make the wiſeſt choice, there are reall 
thoſe excellencies in him which they apprehend, 
and beyond what they can poſſibly apprehend 
and conceive, They are fools that are flow of 
Heart to love Chriſt, and they ate moſt wiſe that 
are moſt forward unto this love, It is your Wiſ. 
dom to love. Chrilt chiefly, and to love Chriſt 
ardently, ſuch Wiſdom: as will make your faces 
ſhine in the Eyes of good men, and which will 
put a luſtre upon your Spirits in the Eyes of God? 
True Wiſdome doth not conſiſt in the invention 
of curious and quaint Notions, in the framing 
ſound and rational Deductions, in urter ing the 
ſenſe of the mind in neat and florid Expreſſſons; 
Pat the cajef Wiſdom doth lie in the right plac- 
ng of rhe Affections, and none have attained ſo 
igh a pitch of true Spiritual Wiſdom, as thoſe 
1 5 that 
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that have attained the higheſt pitch of love to 
Jeſus Chriſt, It is matter of great wonder, when 
there 1s the greateſt reaſon and the ſtrongeſt argu- 
ments for the love of Chriſt, that Men of the 
| greateſt Parts and Learning, who have heard of 
Chriſt, do- not readily fal in love with him; and 
attain higher degrees of this love, than others of a 
more inferior capacity : Bur the Scripture muſt be 
fulfilled, Mats. 11. 25. I thank thee, O Father, 
Lord of Heaven and Earth, becauſe thou haſt hid 
theſe things from the wiſe and prudent, and revealed 
them unto babes. Such of you as are but Babes 
in worldly Wiſdom and humane Learning; as 
have but mean natural parts, and no improvement 
by education, yet if you love the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt above all perſons and things in the World, 
you are far more Wiſe than the greateſt Schollars 
that are without this love. e 
5. Conſider the excellency of this Love unto 
ſeſus Chriſt; as the Knowledge of Chriſt is the 
moſt excellent knowledge, Phillipiant. 3. 8, Ni 
doubtleſs I count all things but loſs, for the Excellenc) 
of the Knowledpe of Chrift Feſus m Lord: So the 
(love of Chriſt is the moſt excellent love. It is 2b! 
1. love of the moſt excellent object, the Lord Jeſus 


3 0 who is ſo excellent; it ĩs a love of the moſt Excel- tut 
. lent original, it cometh down from Heaven, it lo! 
j k wrought by the Spirit of God; it is a love thatFabo 

renders them moſt excellent that have it. Then 


wicked that: are without this love, are like drols 
the Righteous that have it are like Gold; theff 
wicked that hare Chriſt, are like dirt; thekic 
- Righteous that love him are like Jewels ; othenſHe: 
loves do darken anddefile, the love of hare > bur 
5 right 
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hen Nous, and the excellent of the Earth. 


d of ſelus Chriſt. | | 


and MW 1. The love of Chriſt is univerſally neceſlary - 
of a Wome of yon have need to do this thing, and- 


be Mathers of you have need to do that; bur all of. 


ther, ¶ you have the greateſt need to love Chriſt : ſome 


r bid of you have need of this Friend, and to love him, 
ealed that you may keep him, and others of you have 
zabes need of another Friend, one Friend cannot ſerve 
g; a5 the neceffities of all; but all of you have need of 
mem WChrift for your Friend: he is the only Friend that 
Jeſus Ncan ſerve all your neceſſities, and you bave need 
/orld, Ito love him above all Friends; it is neceſſary that 
ollats Nyou who are poor ſhould love Chriſt, who have 
but few or no Friends; and it is neceſſary that 
unto Nyou who are rich ſhould love Chrift who have 
is the many Friends; Chriſt being a Friend inflead of 
3, Na Mall to them that have none, and better than all to 
ellen them that have the moſt, 1 
So the 2. The love ef Chriſt is abſolutely and indiſpenſ- 
Ir is 2 ably neceſſary: it is not necęſſary that you ſhould 
4 Jeſuſdimb up into a higb ſeat of dignity and honour; 
Excel: but it is abſolutely neceſſary that your Affections. 
n, it d oud climb up and aſcend to Jeſus Chriſt who is. 
7e thaiſ dove; it is not neceſſary that you ſhould abound 
it. TheſÞin wealth, that you ſhould have full bags, and. 
e drolsFull coſſers, and much riches in your houſes, but 
d-; theſſit is abſolutely receſſary that you ſhauld. have the 
irt; theſkiches of this Grace of love to Jeſus Chriſt in your 
; othefftHlearts. Food is not ſo neceſſary to ſatisſie your 
rift dotÞunger, clothes are not ſo.necefſazy to cover you 
bright | | 1 naked 
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> to briphren the-Spirit and renders Men truly illuftri- - 


the MW. 6. Conſider the Neceflity of this love unto! 
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nakedneſs, hoafes are nor fo neceſſary to ſhelter In- 
you from the injury of the Weather rhe moſt Wis 
needful thing is not fo neceſſary to your bodies, a; er 
this love to ſeſus Chrift is necelſary ro your Souls, Yr 
You may be poor and in the loweſt condition Wil 
here on Earth, and yet be truly happy whilſt you Nin 
live, and Erernally happy in the other world, if 
you have this love, ro Jeſus Chriſt ; but without Han 
this love whatever your Riches, and Hohours, YC" 
and Friends, your Earthly delights and enjoy- I! 
ments be though never ſo defirable, never fo plen- 
tifal, yet you are miſerable, and ſkall be, miſer- Welt 
able. You may love other Perſons and Things in Ni 
the world ſubordinately, but you muſt love Jeſus be. 
Chriſt cheifly, otherwiſe you are under the curſe I lis 
both of the Law and Goſpel, and you cannot e- | 1? 


ſcape the vengeance of hell. un 
7, Confider' the Uſefulneſs of this love unto wi 
' Tefus Chritt. | bin 


1. The love of Chriſt is Uſeful in Proſperity I  - 
to ballaſt the Heart, that it be not overſet with I #8 
the full gales of a flouriſhing condition: ir is of 
uſe to moderate the Affections to lawful things; 
andd it is of uſe to keep the Heart from unlawful ICh 
and finfol loves; if Chriſt have not your Hearts ©" 
ſome bale and fooliſh laſts will have them, which Ur 
will wound your Conſciences with guilt, and 0. 
peirce your Hearts thorow with many ſorrows. A 

2. The love of Chriſt is uſeful in Adverſty, loy 
to bear up the Heart from ſinking and being o- 8 


verwhelmed with the Winds and Waves of Trou- tt 

ble and Aflliction; it is of uſe to eftablith the ift 

Heart from being extraordinarily moved in the 
7 moſt | 
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\eltor (moſt ſtormy times: not only Faith but Love too 
moſs Nis of a fixing nature to keep from amazing fears of 
es, 2x evil ridings, and the greateſt perils; and cf a 
ouls, Iſtrengthning Nature ro ſtay and ſupport the Spi- 
ition Nit and keep off preſſing Griefs and deſpondencies 
t you Iin the darkeſt and moſt doleful days. : 

Id, if} 3. The love of Chriit is uſeful to quicken 
hom and excire unto duty, this makes the yoke of 
outs, Chriſt eaſie, and will enable you ro draw cheer- 


1joy- fully therein; this makes the burden of duty 
plen. 


aiſer. Jetteem; if you have much love unto Chriſt you 
os in will account duty ro be your privilege, and the 
Teſu ſervice of Chriſt to be freedom and none of 
uſe his commands will be grievous, but all of them 


ot e- joyous unto you; if you have much love 


unto Chrift, your Hearts will be enflamed here- 
by with Zeal for your Maſters Glory, you 


unto will never think you can do too much for 


bim 


rity . 4. The love of Chtiſt is uſeful to arm” you | 


with Nigainſt Temptations, If Faith be a Shield, Love 
is of 10 Chriſt is a Breaſt. plate againſt the ſharpeſt 
ngs; Darts which the Devil oan throw at you; love to 
wful Chriſt doth Garriſon your Hearts againſt this 
arts Enemy, and is a ſtrong defence againſt any over- 
hich N tures which the Devil may make in his Tempta- 
and tions to draw you to fin ; how can I do this evil 
s. and offend my dear Lord, will be the anſwer of 
rbty, love to repel temptation to fin, whatever allut- 
g o- | "8 proffers they be accompanied withal, Temp- 
ron-£ ations will have no force to prevail over you, 
1 the] if this love of Chriſt be ſtrong within you. 

the 5. The love of Chriſt is uſeful ro fir you for 
moſt | te. the 
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(ſo accounted by the moſt,) to be no burden in 
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the croſs and the greateſt ſufferings which yo 


will be eſteemed glins, pains, pleaſures, or 1 


run to the ſtake and embraced the Flames of Fire 
| kindled ro burn them, when they have felt the fire 


ing to leave the World that you may live wil 
Chriſt. | 
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may be called untog/ for the ſake of Chrift, } 
you have great loye to Chriſt, you will be read 
to ſuffer for Chriſt with patience and with cheat 
fulneſs; the heavieſt croſs will ſeem light, di 
grace and ſhame will be accounted honour, loſſe 


leaſt privileges: priſons will ſeem Pallaces, and 
death will be accounted life. O how have ſom 


of love to Chriſt burning ſtrongly within them 
thus this love is uſeful in Life. 

6. The love of Chriſt is uſeful at death. This 
love in its ſtrength will put a beauty upon the 
Alpect of death, which ſeems ſo grim ard tert; 


ble unto the moſt. If you have much love u 
Chriſt, you will look upon death as Chriſty" 
meſſenger ſent for you to bring you out of tber 


dark priſon of the World and the Body, and to 
convey you into the Manſions of Glory, where 
your dear Lord is, and you will not be un will 


8. Conſider the ſweetneſs of this love. untoÞv0 
Chriſt. If there be (weetneſs in the love of the! 


Members, there is much more ſweetneſs in .the 1 
love of the head ; if there be delight and com 


fort in che love of Chriſt's diſciples for theit 
Maſters ſake, there is much more delight adh! 
comfort in the love of Chriſt himſelf the Maſtet pre 
for his own ſake; the Apoalile telleth us of com-. 
fort in love, Phi lip. 2. l. that is in the love one . 
of another, but the conſolations in the. love off" 

"T Chtilt 


1 


h yo brit are far exceeding; there are no ſuch ſweet 


{, Motions of Heart, as thoſe of the ſtrong and fer- 


ent ourgoings of it in its love to Chriſt, eſpeci- 
ly when Chriſt doth draw near and manifeſt 
Mis love unto the Soul. Chriſt, doth rejoice in 
love unto his Ditciples, and they may rejoice 


hriſt is a full joy: John 15. II. Theſe things 


{ his joy in them they. were the objects of his 
oy as they were the objects of his love, and ac- 


o Chriſt, ſo is the fulneſs of their joy in Chriſt, 


y Spouſe, thou baſi raviſhed my Heart with one of 
hine Eyes, with one chain of thy neck : they are the 
ords of Chriſt the Beloved, unto his Spoule the 
burch, expreſſing the raviſhing delight which he 
ond in her Looks of Faith, or glances of Love, 
{1d the chain of Graces which ſhe was adorned: 


untofnoſt amiable face, and in the fervent actings of 
of theFour love unto him? when a glance of his Eye, 
n u thek ſmile, a beam from his countenance doth en- 
com-Mindle a fire in the breaſt, and this fire of love to 


their Chriſt doth burn and flame; O how ſweer is 


t andſiis flame beyond what tongue is able to ex- 
AafterMWprels. 


com- 5. And laſtly, Conſider the Attainableneſs of 


e one Nis love to Chriſt, Brutes are not capable of this 


ve oſbve to Chriſt, but you are capable: as your 


-hcill minds 
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their love to him, and this joy in the love of 
Le 1 ſpoken unto ou that my joy may remain in 

m, and that your joy may be full! in the former 
eſe Chi iſt ſpeaketh of his love to them, and here 


ording to the meaſure and ſtrength of their love 


ant. 4. 6. Thou haſt raviſhed my heart, my Sifter, 


hal. How then may your Hearts be raviſhed 
th unſpeakable delight in looking upon Chriſt's 


— — 1 4 - — , 
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minds are capable of knowing him, ſo your heart 

are capable of loving him. Others have attain Næaſon 
ed this love who were as much without it, and I Chr 
as much averſe unto it, as any of you may be, and th 
Here you are capable, hereafter if you live and Mhye | 
dye without it, you will be utterly uncapable, Nbecauſ 
You have now the means of Grace, and as off; or e 
other Graces, ſo of this Grace of love to Chriſt. Ml; 
in the diligent uſe of the means you may attain 
thereunto. Thus I have done with the Motive 
ro excite you unto the love of Chriſt, | 

2: 1 47 os 


——_—. 
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He fecond thing propounded in the Profecu-Wvbich 
tion of the uſe of Exhortation, was to piveſWraſon 
Directions, and the directions will be of two ſorts Merſon 
1. How to attain this love to Chriſt, 2. Where · Niſtory 
in to ſhow this love to Chriſt. Firſt, How tor th. 
attain this love to Chriſt, and kere I ſhall, 1. ven rc 
Direct you how you may attain this love ro Chrilt Nod tr 
in the truth of ir, where you are wholly without bu h: 
it. 2, Direct you how to attain much of this t the 
love ro Chriſt, where you have ir but in a low Mou hz 
degree and weak meaſure, The firſt directions Ie Go 
then ſhall be, how you that are Grac-leſs and all ſu; 
Chriſtleſs, and wholly without this love to Chriſt, e me: 
may attain this love to Chriſt, 1 5 fitter 
I. If you would attain this love unto Jeſus ed « 
Chriſt whom you have never ſeen, you mult get Hd ne: 
a thorow perſwaſion that there is ſuch a Perſon as me o 
Jeſus Chriſt, and that he is ſuch a Perſon indeed, ſoul? 
as the Scriptures have revealed him to be, Then to 
; reaſon had 


2 — 
4 * 


* 
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exon why Hearhens and infidels are without love 
0 Cbrilt is becauſe they have never heard of him, 
aud the reaſon why many nominal Chriſtians that 
hve heard of Chriſt are without love to him, is 
becauſe they are not really perſwaded that there 


of Wis or ever was ſuch a perſon as Jeſus Chrift in 


ſt, Mihe World. It you would attain this love you 
muſt give firm aſſent to this Truth (which is the 
greateſt of all, and the very pillar & foundation of 


s, and that the Hiſtory of him is no cuningly de- 
iſed Fable. If you have reaſon to beleive that 
here was ſuch a Perſon as Alexander the Great, 
that there was ſuch a perſon as ulius Ceſar, both 
which lived before Chriſt's time; you have more 


Perfon as Jefus Chriſt : you have only Prophane 
tory for the former, but you "ag 
for the latter; you have only rhe 


writings of 
od in the Holy Scripture to reſtifie the other. 


if the Gofpel as to beleive any other hiſtory, and 
jou have more reaſon ro believe the hiſtory of 
be Goſpel than to believe any other hiſtory. I 
all ſuggeſt one reaſon amongſt many that might 
Je mentioned. The Hiſtory of the Goſpel was 
ritten by unlearned Fiſhermen, and it was be- 
ed by as learned men as any in the world, in 


me of them ſealed with their blood, which they 
vould never have done had they found any rea- 
In to ſuſpect the truth jof this biſtory, which 


might 


e whole Chriſtian Religion) that Chriſt really 


reaſon ro believe that there was and is ſuch a 
cred-hiſtory _ 
men ro refiifie the one, but you have the word of 


du have as much reaſon to beleive the hiſtory * 


. 
- — ak pt» tas aan ——_— 
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nd near the time of their writing, which belief 
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88 De true Chriſtians Love 
might eaſily have found out in thoſe times when 
fuch a grand Fable as this (had it been a Fable) 
could not poſſibly have gained credit amongſt 
| wife and inquiſitive men; eſpecially when it 
would have been their greateſt worldly Intereſt 
the preſervation of their Eſtates and Lives, to 
have disbelie ved and diſowned it. If, beſide the 
Apaſtles, all the learned Fathers ( whoſe Works 
are extant amongſt us, who lived near the Apo- 
{tles times, and ſome of whom ſuffered. Mar- 
tyrdom for, Chriſt's ſake) did fee reaſon to be. 
lieve that there was ſuch a Perſon as Chriſt, ſurely 
owhave rea ſon to belive, and no ſolid reaſon to 
diſcredit the report of him in the Hiſtory of the 
Goſpel. And when you have attained a firm 
Afent unto this, get a full perſwaſion that Jeſus 
Chriſt is ſuch a perſon as the Scriptures do record 
and teſtiſie him to be. Be perſwaded of his Ami 
ableneſs, his Greatneſs, his Holineſs, bis Wil 
dom, his Faithfulneſs, his Fulnefs, his Kindneſs 
the Relation he ſtands in to the Father; his onely 
. begorten and dearly beloved Son; the Refarion 
he ftanderh in to his People, eſpecially , in bi 
Offices of Prophet, Prieſt, and King, as I have 
ſer him forth in the Motives to ſtir · up Love 
acquaint your ſelves with the Hiftory of his Birt! 
ſo Wonderful, of his Life ſo Holy, of bis Work: 
ſo Powerful, of his Doctrin fo Heavenly, ef hi 
Sufferings lo Great, of his Death ſo Painful and 
yer ſo Voluntary, of his Reſurrection, Aſcenſig 
Seſſion and Interceſſion at the right hand of Goc 
ſo needful for us, as you have this Hiſtory upo 
record in the New Teſtament: the aſſent to thi 
in your Minds, will be a preparatiye for the at 
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anining of true Love to Jeſus Chriſt in your 
Hearts. | 
MI 2. If you would attain true Love unto Jeſus 
i Chriſt, you muſt ger Conviction of Sin, and a ſenſe 
of your Need of Chriſt, The prevailing love and 
off icing of Sin is inconſiſtent with true love unto. 
efſelus Chrift ; ſuch as love Chrift do hate Sin, 
ind ſuch as love fin have an Entity againſt 
oMiChriſt : Whilſt your hearts go after your Co- 
r-frctouſneſs, or your Voluptuonſneſs, or are ſet 
e. upon any other Wickedneſs, your hearts can- 
rot be ſer upon Chriſt; Before you can love 
Icbrift; Before you can love Chriſt, your hearts 
muſt be taken off from ſin. Get therefore a 
conviction of Sin as the greareſt Evil in the 
world. Be perſwaded what an evil thing and a 
rdbitter it is, to tranſgreſs God's Law, and thereby 
ni4Jto affront rhe higheſt Majeſty, the great King of 
iYGlory. Look into the Words and Law of God, 
{sMand fee what is there required, what is there for- 
Foidden, and then look back upon your Lives, or 
Jour Conſciences, that you may find out what 
our fins of Omiſſion and Commiſſion have been. 
Make a view of your: tranſgreſſions of the Law, 
and of your diſobedience allo unto the Goſpel ; 
rand as you are guilty before God, ſo labour for 
rk: clear ſigat and deep ſenſe of your Guilt, how 
hig you are under the Curſe for your Diſobedience, 
ud bow you are liable to ruine and eternal deſtruct- 
aal ion for your fins. Look upon fin as the moſt 
od miſchie vous thing -in the world; if there be any 
ponfjevil in any temporal calamities which ever did 
chi befal any of the children of mea, yea if there be 
 arFany evil in future miſeries, in the extremity and 
| eternity 
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at =_ miſerable condition thereby, and of four 
penſable need of Chriſt, will make way i 
your Love of him, If any of you were in debt 


go The true Chriſtians Love 
eternity of Hells Plagues and Puniſhments, be 
perſwaded that there is far more evil in {in which 


15 the cauſe of all. Think how miſerable you are 
whilſt under the Guilt and Reigning power of 


| fie, that the Worm is not ſo vile, that the Toad 


is not ſo full of deadly Poyſon, that the filth of 


theEarth is not comparable unto the filth of your 


ſins, Think how bale and diſingenuous pou have 
been, how monſtroally ingrateful to your Maker 
and Benefactor, what Traytors and Rebels you 


have been to your Supreme King and Soveraign. 


Think what peril and danger continually you 
are in of Death and Hell, how weak the thread 


of Life is which ties Soul and Body together, which 


may be ſuddenly cut when you are leaſt aware, 
when you are moſt ſecure; and then if you be 
found in a Chriſtleſs ſtate, your Souls will be con. 
veyed immediately unto a place of remedileſs and 
eternal miſery, Be perſwaded thateyou are un- 
done irrecoverably, unleſs the Lord Feſus Chriſt 


do help you, that you are loſt for ever unlets the 


Lord Jetus Chriſt do ſave you, that you cannot 
eſcape rhe dreadful Vengeance of God, but muſt 


be tormented Moſt. horridly and everlaſtingly, a. 
mongſt rhe Devils and the damned in hell, unless 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt do deliver you from the 
Wrath which is to come. The ſight aud ſenſe o 
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many thouſand pounds unto a ſevere Creditor, and not on 


had not one penny to diſcharge it, and you wereſſeſus C 


threarned by him to be thrown into Priſon, wherePickneſ 
you muſt lie and rot and ſtarve and die, without 
hope 
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hopes of relief or releaſe, except you could make 
Payment of the debt: And if you ſhould hear of -» 
luch a Rich man that were willing and did proffer 
to be your Surety, & to pay all for you; ſurely you 
would have an endeared Love to ſucha friend a nd 
Benefa ctor: Your fins are Debts beyond the vaſteſt 

mm of Money that ever was ow'd or pay'd, and 

you are not able to pay one farthing, to give the leaſt 

* & fatisfaction unto God, unto whom you are indebted; © 

and is ſevere, and ſtrictly juſt, and without full fatis- 

faction to his Juſtice, he will throw you into a 

. worfe Priſon than the moſt naſty doleſom Priſon on 

u Earth, I mean into the Priſon of Hell, where you lie 

d without the leaſt relief, or any hopes of releaſe: 

il The Lord Jeſus Chriſt proffers to be your Surety, 

© to pay off all for you, and to give you a full diſ- 

e charge; were you ſenſible what a Debt Sin is, 

n. ¶ and what a Priſon Hell is, ſurely it would work 

d your hearts unto an endeared Love of ſucha - 

friend and Surety, who alone can keep you our 

if of this doleſom - dreadful Priſon, into which 
he without him you will certainly and may ſuddenly | 
tbe thrown If any of you were fick of a Death- 
utEthrearning diſtemper, and you had made uſe of 
a. [many Phyficians, but none could do you good 3 
leiSfland if you ſhould hear of one Phy ſician who could 
cheſkffuredly and would readily and freely cure your 
 OffiDiſeaſe, and ſave your Life; ſurely you would 
our thankfully make uſe of this Phyſician, and his 
iAfkindneſs would exceedingly engage your Love: 
ebtÞin is the Souls ſickneſs, you are ficx unto death, 
andſnot only Temporal bur Eternal; It is the Lord 
rereſeſus Chriſt only that can cure you of this deadly 
zereÞickneſs, that can remove your Sin, and thereby 
10ut E = deliier 
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deliver you fromthis Death of Deaths : Get a ſenſe 


of the dangerous ſickneſs of Sin, and you will — 
prize and uſe and love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who _ 
is the only Phyſician of value in this caſe, If any "re 
of you were guilty of Murther, or theft, or High cal 
Treaſon, or any other heinous breach of the Law 2 
of the Land, for which you were apprehended, = 4 


arraigned, accuſed, and condemned to be Hang- 
ed or Burned, or to a more tormenting Death than C 
either ; and if you ſhould hear of a Prince ar br 
Court that had begg'd the Pardon of ſuch Crimes, lay 
for ſuch Malefactors, and had obtained, and he a; 
mould ſend to you to ſignifie his willingneſs to do || OM 
the like for you; ſurely you would thankfully 4 
accept of ſuch a proffer, and would love this Prince ela 
as your life, who ſhould thus preſerve you from 
Death : You are all Guilty of Treaſon and Re- * 
bellion againſt the King of Heaven, in your breach F: 
of his Law, and you are condemned by this Law, the ; 
not to be hanged for it, or beheaded, but to be | h 
burn'd for it, ro be burn'd in the Fire of Hell, 
which is unquenchable ; The Lord Jeſus Chrift is 
the Prince of Glory, a Friend in the Court of Hea- 
ven, who hath procured a Pardon for many ſuch 
malefactors, and ſendeth ro you to fgnihe his y 0 
willingneſs to procure your Pardon, if you will ill ir 
make uſe of him; Surely, if you have a ſenſe of 
your Crime and Danger, you will apply your 
ſelves unto Chriſt to fave you, and you will not 
withhold your Love from ſuch a one as ſhould 
mne vo you ſuch unparallel'd Favour. 

3. If you would attain true Love unto Chriſt 
you mutt ger an Intereſt in Chriſt, you muſt 


lay hold on Chriſt by Faith, that you may be c 
1 united rebels 


united to him, and related to him 3 Ic Faith 
that works Love, to them that believe Chriſt is 
precious, but by Unbelievers-he is lighted, and 


cannot be beloved; without Union to Chriſt you 


will have no affection to Chriſt; the foundation 
of Love is layd in the Relation to the Beloved, 


and this Union to and Iutereſt in Chriſt, it is. 
only by Faith: If then you would embrace 


Chrift in the arms of your Love, you muſt. firſt 
lay hold on Chrift, and receive him by the 


band of Faith Whatever Motives and Attraw 
Rives of Love there be in Jeſus Chriſt, they 


will be none to you without this Intereſt and 
Relation; Chriſt is a Perſon moſt beautiful, moſt 
lovely and amiable, bur he will not be fo in 
your Eyes, ſo long as you are without the eye 


of Faith; he is great and powerful, but ſo much 


the worſe for you, becauſe without Intereſt 
in him, his power is engaged againſt you: he 
is pure and holy, and whilt in your fins you 
are therefore the more odious in his ſight ; he is 
wiſe and knoweth all things, therefore is privy 
to all your fins; he is moſt true, and therefore 
will fullfil his threatnings againſt ſuch as,go on 
ſill in their treſpaſſes; he is full, but you with- 
our intereſt in his Perſon bave no ſhare in his ful- 
neſs ; he is kind, bur it is to thoſe that are related 


levers ? he is a Shepherd to his Sheep, bur you 

are Goats ; he is a Caprain to his Soldiers, bur 

you are Enemies; he is a Teacher to his Diſci- 

ples,bur you are the Devils Scholars; he is a Gra- 

cious Soveraign, but it is to his Subjects, you are 

rebels; He is a —_— his People, having _ 
| 4 Cars 
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to him, but what is this to you that are Unbe- : 
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ſatisfaction and doth make interceſſion for them; 
bur you trample his blood under his feer. He is 


a Friend and Benetactor to his People, bur you 


are Strafſyers ; he is a Brother, and a Husband 
to his People, but you ſtand in none of theſe 


Relations; be is a Redeemer to his People bur 
you are Slaves and Caprtives. | 
The light which he gives is moſt ſweet, but 
a the liſe which he imparts is 
moſt excellent, but you are dead in fins and treſ- 
paſſes; he gives pardon of ſin, but you are under 
guilt; he gives Peace of Conſcience, but your Con- 


{ciences are ſtill wounded and feared; he gives the 
Joys of the Holy Ghoſt, but you are in danger 


of Eternal woes; the Robes of his Rigbteouſneſs 
are moſt Rich, but you are naked; rhe Riches of 
bis Grace ate ineſtimable, but you. are fill poor; 
be dignity of being made the Sons of God is moſt 
dmirable, but you are Children of the Devil; 
re gives acceſs unto God in Prayer, but you are 
till at a diſtance; be gives a Title to the King- 
dom of Heaven, bur if you continue in your pre- 
ſent (tare, you will be ſhut at laſt out of the 


Pallace which is above, and be thruſt down 


into the Priſon of Hell which is below. What 
then are all theſe morives to draw forth love to 
C rift unto you, that have no intereſt in Chriſt ? 
it is Union and Relation unto Chriſt, and intereft 
in him by Faith, which puts life into theſe mo- 
tives that they may indeed attract love; O then 
be perſwaded without farther delay to endeavor 
after this intereſt in Chriſt; you muſt have it, or 
you are loſt irrecoverably, you will be miſerable 
Eiernaly; and you mgy atta in this intereſt, others 

: | have 


Tuo the unſeen Chriſt. 95 
have attain'd it, as mean, and as vile as your il 
ſelves; and you are called unto Chriſt, O be per- 
ſwaded then to come unto Chrift, and joyn your 
ſelves by Faith unto him, that you may have in- 
rereſt in Chriſt and in all his Benefits. If you ask 
me what this Faith is that gives an intereſt in 
Chriſt, what ir is to believe; I anſwer our of 

John 1. 12, that it is to receive Chriſt, But ro 

| as many as received him to them pave he Power to 
become the Sons of God even to them that Believe in 
his Name, Be perſwaded then to receive Chriſt 

and accept of him upon the terms of the Goſpel. 

KReceive and take hold of Chriſt by the hand of 

Faith. And that you may do this, 1. You muſt 

s let go your hold. of (in, if you hugg fin in your 

{ | boſom, if you harbour baſe Luſts in your Hearts, 

; you cannot receive and give entertainment to 

| Chriſt there: you muſt thruſt fin out, if you 

; would let Chriſt in. 2. You muſt let go your 

e | hold on the World; I don't ſay you muſt ler ic 

go out of your hands, and throw away the eſlates 

-- | which God hath given, except it be to part with 

e || ſome proportion in a way of Mercy and Charity, 

n | and except you be called to leave all rather than 

t to forgo Chriſt or any of his Truths; but you 

o | muſt ler the World go out of your Hearts, the 

World muſt not ſit upon the Throne of your 

Hearts, that ſear muſt be reſerved for Chriſt, cheif 

o- | love and inordinate love to the world and things 

.n | in the world muſt be taken off. 3. You muſt let 

or £0 hold of ſelf ; your own Righteouſneſs and all 

or | felf-confidenees muſt be parted with, you muſt be 
le | humbled and empried of your ſelves, if you would 
rs be prepared for the receiving of Jeſus Chrift, and 
vel Z Ee ._ receive 
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receiving of that fulneſs which there is in him» 
And then, 1. Receive Jeſus Chriſt as your High 


Prieſt to reconcile you unto God, truſting alone in 


his Merits and Mediation, 2. Receive Jeſus 


_ Chriſt as your Prophet to inſtruct and lead _you 


in all Truth by his Word and Spirit. 3, Receive 
ſeſus Chriſt as your Soveraign Lord and King 10 


Rule you. 4 Receive Jeſus Chriſt as your 
Captain to tread down your Spiritual Enemies 


under your feet, 5. Receive Jeſas Chriſt in all his 
Relations of Shepherd, . Friend, Brother, and 


eſpecially in the Relation of an Husband, and 


joyn your ſelves to him, and make over your ſelves 
ro him, dedicating and devoting your. felves to 
bim, and giving up your ſelves to be guided, 
guarded, provided for, and governed by him. 


Ibis is to receive Chriſt, and this is to Believe, 


this gives Union and Relation, and intereſt in the 
Lord Jeſus and if you do thus joyn your ſelves to 
Chrift by Faith; you will quickly feel love to 
Chriſt to ſpring forth, ro work and act, and that 
vigorouſly ; and to bring forth ſuch fruit in the 
life as ſhall evidently ſnew, that love to Chriſt is 
rooted in the Heart. : | 


4. If you would attain Truth of love to Jelus 


»» Chriſt, be diligent in the uſe of all thoſe means 
which God hath appointed for the working of it, 


I ſhall inſtance only in two means. | 
1. Bediligent in Hearing the Word Preached; 
as Faith cometh by Hearing, ſo love te Chriſt is 


wrought by the ſame means, Hear and your Souls 


Gall live, ſaith the Prophet, I/. 55. 3. and 1 
may (ay, hear that your Hearts may love, that 
S | | . where 


«a 
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where the Eye cannot, the Ears may affect the 
Heart with love to the Lord jeſus. Whilſt Lydia 
was hearing Paul Preach, her Heart was opened. 
Act. 16. 14. and whilſt you are hearing Mini- 
ſters Preach of Chriſt, your Hearts may be open 
ed to receive him, and to embrace bim in the 
arms of your deareſt love, See Act. 11. 15. 
As I began to ſpeak the Holy Ghoſt fell on them, as 
on us at the beginning; whiltt Peter was Preaching 
and the Gentiles were hearing, the Holy Ghoſt 
was ſent down from Heaven and fell upon'; and - 
ſo whilft you are bearing the Word, God may 
give forth of his Spirit te work this Grace ot 
' love to Jeſus Chriſt in your Hearts, 
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2. Be diligent and earneſt in Prayer unto 


* God for this love, confeſs and bewail be fore 
him your want of this love, tell him you deſerve 
a double Anathema, becauſe you do not love 
OF Chriſt; and withall tell him you cannot of your 
- ſelves love him, that you can as eaſily lift a 


+ Mountain to Heaven, as lift up your hearts unto 
l Chrift; but defire that he would draw up your 
love to Chriſt by his Spirit. Beg of him that he 
would put out the fire of Luſt, and all inordinate 
creature- love, and that he woulgd.enkindle a fire 


wy of love in you to this molt lovely Jeſus, which 
A no corruption in your Hearts may be able to 
z 


extinguiſh, And in your Prayers prefent your 

Hearts ro the Lord Jeſus, offer them up freely 
d; to him, and deſire that he would accept of 

them, that he would take hold of them, and take 
us poſſeſſion of them and erect his Throne in 
1 them, and an Everlaſting habitation "tor him- 
at ſelf, $ 377 7 
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4 Section. XVI. 


TJAviog given directions how you May attain 
the Truth of love to Chriſt where you 
are without it, I come now ro give directions how 
you may attain much of this Love to Chriit, 
where you have it but in a low degree ard 
weak meaſure, Would you attain much lave to 
Chriſt? | * 
1. Be much in Contemplation of Chrift ; con- 
fder often what motives there are of love in him, 
preſs them upon your Spirits and labour to a- 
waken and rouze up your Hearts unto the vigc- 
rous exerciſe of this love. Spend time in ſecret 
retirement, and there think, and think again, of the 


Superlative Excellencies and Perfections which 
are in Chriſt's Perſon, how wonderful and 


matchleſs his love is, what heights in it that can- 
not be reached, what depths in ir that cannot be 
fathomed, what other dimenſions which can- 
not be comprehended: Meditate often of his be- 
nefits, how incomparable his love-tokens be: and 
whilſt you are muling, you may feel the fire 
burning; whilſt you are looking you may feel 
your Hearts leaping ; whilſt you are taking. a 
view of him, e'er you ate aware, your Hearts, like 


the Chariots of Aminadab, may run to him. O 


the raviſhments of love! the rranſports of 
Soul! which ſome Believers have found in their 
retired thoughts and views of Chriſt. Ger often 
into the Mount of Divine Contemplation, and 
there look upwards unto Heaven, and think with 


Four 
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your ſelves. - Yonder, Yonder above the ſhining 
Sun is the more Glorious Son of Righteouſneſs ; there 
at the right band of the Throne of God, is my beloved 
Feſus the Son of God ſeated, and though he be ſo 
high. above me both in place and dignits, yet he 
thinleth upon me, and pleadeth for me, and many + 
4 gift hath he ſent thence by bis Spirit conveyed 
unto me, and I can ail nothing of the Father in his 
name, but if it be really for my good, I have it 
by his meant. O dear Feſus, how lovely art thou in 
thy ſelf, the darling of heaven! the Delight of 
the Father ! the Admiration of Angels! O 
what brightneſs of Glory, what ſhining luſtre 
art thou arrayed with! thou art clothed with 
mot excellent Majeſty and Honour! thou art girded 
with infinite Might and Power ! the beauty of thy 
face is moſt wonderful! the ſmiles of thy 
n comntenance are moſt ſweet and delightful! and 
d eh this lovely fair One, this faireſt of ten thou» 
ſand, this moſt excellent and alltogether lovely 
Perſon bear a particular love to me? to ſuch a vile 
worm as me? to ſuch a dead Dog as me ? to ſuco 
>. in undeſerving, zll-deſerving, hell-deſerving ſin- 
der as me O what marvellots kindneſs is this! 
e | vat infinite Riches of Free Grace! doth he 
ei how me by name c bath he given himſelf for me ? 
a and gave himſeif to me? and ſhall nit I give 
ie im my heart? am I written in his lool Redeem- 
J | #4 with his blood, clothed with his Righteouſ- 
of nel, beautified with his Image? hath be put the 
ir | #gnity of a Child of God upon me, and prepared a 
en ace in the Fathers houſe for m?? O wonderful! 
d 4amirable ! what ſhall I render? whag returns 
ch hall I make ? had I a thouſand tongues:; ſhin'd 
| Rs | 7 
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I not employ them all in ſpeaking his praiſe? had I. 4 
thouſand Hearts ſhould I not preſent them all a 
ros mean 4 thank offering unto him. And yet 
am I ſlow, flow of Heart to love this dear and 
feet Feſus > awake O my Soul ! awake from thy dul- 
neſo and flupidity? ſhake off thy. ſteep which glues 
ahine eye-lsds ſo clofe togetber, oP out the duſt 

| thine eyes andl keeps 
thee from the view of thy beloved. Ariſe, O my Soul. 
and lift up thy ſelf, unfetter thy feet, unclog thy. ſelf, 
take the wing and mount up above the s and viſible 
Heaven, even to the place where the lovely and dear 
Feſus is. Take thy leave of the world, and all things 
therein. Bid farewel to the flattering bonours, the 
deceitful Riches, the glozing Pleaſures, that are here 
below: bid adieu to them, and leave them to thoſe 


that place their chiefeſt happineſs in them: if Earth 


hath thy body for a while, yet let it have the heart and 
chiefeſt affections no more; come O my Soul, aſcend 
and ſoar aloft unto the Heaven of Heavens, the way 
unto the Holy of Holys M- acceſſible, the vaile is rent, 
the fore-runner M; entred, and thou mayeſt have en- 
trance too with thy Thonghts, and Defires, and Loves, 
and Hopes and ches; there thou mayeſt ſee and view, 
and admire, and embrace thy deareſt Lord ; therc 
thy Heart may find a fit object for it's Love, even thy 


| deareſt Lord Feſus, who will not reject & deſpiſe thee, 


but give kind entertainment unto thy love, and witb- 
all give the fulleſt & 7 weeteſt returns; there thy 
Heart may find a room to dilpoſe of it ſelf, and not 
only a lodging like that of a wayfaring man for a night, 
but an habitation wherein to dwelt and to take ud 
it's Eternal abode ; let thy Heart be thy fore - runner, 
that when thy body drops off from thee thou mo 
| Ih 4 . know 


- 
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thee, and altogether unworthy of thy Love ? how 


empty, and vain," and thorny are theſe things ? dont 
waſt thy time, weary thy ſelf for every vanity, don't 


prick and wound thy ſelf with theſe things any more. 
What ailetb thee O my Soul, that thou art ſo back 
ward to the Love of Chriſt ꝰ is it becauſe thou canſt 


not {ee Chriſt with the. Eyes of thy Body ? thou ſhalt 8 


ſee him with thoſe Eyes hereafter, when be comes in 


by Glory, & thy body is raiſed and repaired, and fit. 


ted to bear ſuch a ſigbt; thou can'ſt not fee the Wind, 


but thou heareſt it's noiſe, and feeleſt it's blaſts x; 
and doſt thou not hear Chriſt's voice in his Word ?- 
doſt thou not feel the breathings of his Spirit in his 
Ordinances, Thou art inviſible thy ſelf O my Soul, 

and art thou ſo drenched in fleſh, that viſible obſ ect: 
ſhall have more Power to draw down thy heart, than 
thy moſt glorious object ( though now inviſible ) ſhall 
have power to draw up thy Heart? doſt. thou quefti- 

on and doubt of hy love to thee? and doth this damp - 
and diſcourage thy Affection ? whoſe Image is this 
which is engraven upon thee ; is it not the Image of 


Chriſt-? what writing is that upon thy Heart © 3s t 


not God's Law written by Chriſt's Spirit? whoſe deck 


ings and adornings haſt thou got about thee? what- 
t upon thee?;s it not Chriſt's 


Beauty is this which i: 


comelineſs ? where hadſt thou thoſe Bracelets, chat WAR 
Ring, thoſe Fewels, that chain of Graces ? are they” WW 


not Chriſt's love-tokens which he hath 


i ven thee 2 


and yet wilt tbou doubt of. bis love-? Feber feeleſt. 
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corruf3ion ſtrong, het doſt thou not perceive ſome 
Grace ? althcugh it be weak ? haſt thou not ſome love 
0 Chriſt, althouph it be low? are not thy defires 
chiefly after him, which evidence that thy chief love 
is to him? and ts it ſo with any but ſuch whom Chriſt” 
doth love? doth. not Chriſt love firſt? and yes wilt 
thu queſtion his love? baniſh then thy fears, ſilence 
thy doubts, O my Scul, reuze up thy ſelf and climb up 
by Facobs ladder which is let down to thee from 


Heaven, and ſettle thy love upon Feſus Chriſt and 


thoſe things which are above. where Chriſt ſits at the 
Right hand of God. Such retired Contemplarions 
of Chriſt, and Soliloquies and pleadings with 
your own Souls: when alone by your ſelves, will 
tend exceedingly to the promotion of your love 
.unto Chriſt. | | 


2. Would you have much love to Chriſt ? Be 
much in Reading and Studying the Scriptures, 
I The Scriprures are a Glaſs in which Chriſt may 
be ſeen, he cannot be ſeen Face to Face in this 
World, this is the happineſs of the Triumphant 
Church in Heaven, not of the Milicant Church 
upon the Earth; what may here be diſcerned of 


Chriſt, it is in the glaſs of rhe Scriprures and 


 Gofſpel-Ordinances : this is that glaſs ſpoken of, 
2 Cor. 3. 18. V all with open face beholding as in 
a g/afs the Cliory of the Lord, are changed into the 
tame image from Glory to Glory, Chriſt is the Glory 
of the Lord, the brightneſs of his Father's Glory? 
would you have much love to him, be often look- 
ing, viewing and beholding of him in the glaſs 
of ihe Scriptures, by much beholding of hin, yon 
may be transformed more and more into the = 
| nets 


ba ve the Image of Chriſt engraven upon them; 


by the hand of God, although not fully and to 
the life, I mean ſuch you will ſee in him when 


wherein Chriſt doth give moſt kind expreſſions of 
much and ſtudy Chriſt's Love-letters, eſpecially 


1, 2, 3, 13, 16, 17, 18/19, 20, 21, 23; 23, 37 


but alſo by moſt endeared Love. 3. 


— 
— 


to the Vn ſeen Chr. 
neſs of his Holineſs, and into the likeneſs of his 
Love, which is Glory begun. The Scriptures 


the Image of the Father is upon the Son, and the 
Image of the Son is upon the Scriptures ; there 
yon may fee the Picture of Chriſt, the Beauty of 
Chriſt, ar leaſt ſome lineaments are there drawn 


you come to behold him face to face in Heaven ; 
yer his Beauty is drawn in ſuch proportions and 
with ſuch ſhadows as you are now capable of be- 
holding. Would ybu have much love unto Chriſt 
whom you have never ſeen? look much upon his 
Picture and Image in the Scriptures. The Scrip- 
tures are Chriſt's Love letters. In the ſecond and 
third Chapters of Revelations, Chriſt doth ſend WR 

Seven Epiſtles to the Seven Aſian Churches; there Mn 
are many Epiſtles and love-letters as it werE in 

the Scriprures, eſpecially in the New Teſtament, 


moſt endearing Love unto his People. Read 


thoſe parts of the Scriptures wherein Chriſt doth 
expreſs moſt of his kindneſs and love. See how 
kindly Chriſt doth expreſs himſelf, Foh. 14. v. 


Chap. 15, v. 9,13, 14, 15, 16. Chap. 16, 7. 
2.2, 24, 27, 27. 33. Chap, 17. v. 9, 10, 11, 15, 
20, 21, 22, 23, 24, Chap, 20. v. 17, Read often 
and confider ſuch places. Let the Word of 
Chriſt dwe!l richly in you, and he will feed and 
maintain your leye to Chriſt, this is a means to 
have Chriſt dwell in your hearts, not only by Faith 
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3. Would you have much Love to Chriſt > be 
much in Prayer unto God for this Love. Eph. 6. 
23. Peace be unto the Brethren and love with Faith 
from God the Faeher, Nor only Peace is from 
God, who is called rhe God of Peace, and Faith 
from God, who works it by his Almighty Power; 
bur alſo Love is from God, who is the God of 


Love; he circumciſeth the heart to love himſelf, 


and to love his Son. This love of Chriſt is a Grace 
of the Spirir, which God doth freely give and 
powerfully work, the Beginnings of it, the Increaſe 
of ir, all the Meaſures and Degrees of it are from 


him; If you would attain high meaſures of love 


ro Chriſt, you muſt apply your ſelves unto God 


in prayer, and therein dilligently ſeek to him for 


it, If you would have much love to Chriſt in 
your hearts, you muſtꝰbe often at the Throne of 
Grace upon your Knees ; and there humbly ac- 
knowledge, if not the want, yet the weakneſs of 
your laye to Chriſt, bewail your Sins which do 


- damp Your Affections, and earneſtly requeſt that 
be would work your hearts unto a ſtrong love; 
be importunate in Prayer for this, follow God 
day by. day with the ſame requeſts, plead with 


him for it, fill your mouthes with Arguments, and 
fill your Arguments with Faith and fervent De- 
fires, Tell him, whatever lovelineſs and love 
there be in Chriſt, whatever attractives to draw 


forth your love, yet of your ſelves you are utterly 


unable to put forth the leaſt motion of true affec- 


tion unto Chriſt. Tell him, that this love to 
Chriſt though ir be your Duty; yet it is his Giſt, 


that you ought to act ir, but this you cannot do, 
ualeſs he works it. Tell him how eaſily he. can 


en: 
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defire much love to Chriſt, and that theſe deſires 


much Faith. Faith worketh Love both to the 
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enkindle this Fire of Love to Chriſt in your bo- 
ſoms, and blow it up into a flame. Tell him, 
he hath bid you to ask and you ſhall ha ve, and 
whatever you ask according to his will he hear- 
erh, and that it is his will you ſhould love Chrift 
not only rruelybur alſo ſtrongly. Tell him, you 


do come from himſelf, and therefore earneſtly 
deſire the fulfilling of them. Tell him, if you do 
not love Chrift much, you ſhall be apr to over- 
love the Creature, which will be diſpleafing ro 
him, therefore requeſt that you may have ſuch a 
tove to Chriſt as may overpower all other love, 
and keep your hearts from all Inordinacy of 
affections to any thing beneath and beſides the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Plead how much it will be 
for his Glory, that you ſhould have much love 
unto Chriſt, that hereby you ſhall be enabled to 
honour him the more in the world. Plead how 
much ir will be For your good; tell him, if you 
asked Corn and Wine and Oyl; if you asked 
Wealth and Honours, and Creature-delights in 8 
abundance, they might be a ſnare to you, and for WS 
your hurt; bur a ſtrong Love to Chriſt is need- 31 
full and uſeful, and be ſure will be for your 
good urge his Promiſe of C:rcumciſing the heart 
to love him, and plead his Faithfulneſs; and if you 
be thus importunare in Prayer for much love to 
Chrift, and will not be denyed, you ſhall not be 


denyed. | | : 
4. Would you have much Love to Chriſt, ger 


Father and to the Son ; According to the meaſure 
of your. Faith, ſo will the meaſure of * 
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but a weak love; ard ſuch as bave the ſtrongeſt 
fuaith, have the ſtrongeſt love. The ſtrongeſt faith 


giveth the cleareſt diſcovery. of Chriſt's infinit Ex- 
cellencies and Perfections; It is not the Eye of 


Senſe which doth diſcern Chriſt, neither is it the 


Eye of Reaſon which doth diſcern him; what. 
ever diſcoveries we- have of Chriſt, it is by Re- 


velation, and rhis is diſcernable only by Faith. 


Faith is the Evidence of things not ſeen, and the 
uuſeen Chriſt is evident by Faith to be the moſt 


excellent Perſon, and the moſt ſutable Object of 


love, and the more evident the Object of Jore, 
is, the ſtronger will the love be. Moreover, Faith 
is not only the Eye of the Soul to diſcern Chriſt, 


but alſo the Hand ef the Soul, not only to take 


hold on him, bur alſo to receive from him of his 
Fulneſs Grace for Grace, and by conſequence 
more of this Grace of love to him. Our Com- 


munion with Chriſt is by Faith; the more inti. 


mate acquaintance and fellowſhip we have with 
thoſe whom we love, the more endeared will 


be our love; the ſtrongeſt Faith brings us unto 


the greateſt intimacy, fellowfhip and familiarity 
with Chriſt, and therefore it is a means of the 
ſtrongeſt Love. Endeavour then to get a ftrong 
Faith, and to live daily in the powerful exerciſe 
thereof; the more you live by Faith, the more you 
will d well in the Love of Chriſt, 


5, Would you have much Love unto Chriſt? 
labour for much of the Spirit; labour for much 
of che Light of the Spirit; There muſt be 

N 1 e 


-” o 


| | N 
be: Such as are without ary Faith, are without 
any Love ; ſuch as have but a feeble faich, have 
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not only the Glaſs of the Scriptures, and the Eye 
of Faith, but alſo the Light of the Spirit, that you 
may have a clear diſcerning of this lovely Lord 
Jeſus; Labour for much of the Operation 
of the Spirit; the Spirit is like Wind to blow 
up the Sparks of Love in your hearts into a 
fame. Labour for the inhabitarion of the Spirit, 
and that the Promiſe may be made good to you 
which Chrift giveth to his Diſciples. Fob. 14. 16, 
17. And I will pray the Father, and he ſhall give 
' you another Comforter, that he may abide with 
12 for ever ; even the Spirit of Truth, whom the 
1 
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World cannot receive, becauſe it ſeeth him not, nei. 
ther knoweth him; but ye know him, for he dwelleth 
with y:u, and ſhall be in you. ik; NE 
6. Would you have much Love unto- Chrift? 
labour for clear Evidences of his Love unto you ; 
the apprehenſions of Chriſt's Lovelineſs may excite 
to ſome love, but the full well grounded perſwa- 
i lions of Chriſt's love to you, will above all height- 
en your love to Chriſt, Doubts of Chriſt's love 

do cauſe fears, and fears do contract the heart, 
and therefore are oppoſite to love, which is the 
expanſion and enlargement of the heart; perfect 
love caſteth out fear, the more love the. leſs 
fear, and the more doubrs and fears the leſs 
love, Such as doubt much of Chriſt's love to 


u them, they may love Chriſt truely, but they can- 

not love Chriſt ſtrongly. You will love a leſs loye- 
„I perſon that loves you, more than a more lovely 
1 perſon that hates you; the love of the Per- 


ſon beloved is a moſt amiable Qualification 
and ſtrong attractive, yea one of the greateſt In- 
. cen- 
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centives and Inducements unto love. Get then 
perſwaſion of the infinite love to you of th 
Infinite lovely perſon, that you may be able 
ſay with Paul, Gal. 2. 20. Who loved me, aff 
gave himſelf for me. Look diligently into i heart 
Word of God, and find our the Chara and b 
there of thoſe that are Beloved by Chriſt ; an Spirit 
| then look narrowly into your ſelves, and (| woul 
whether your face will not anſwer that face i woul 
the Looking-glaſs of the Scriptures ; {ee whethe unſpe 
you cannot find the lineaments of the Ne ble rc 
Man within you, whether you have not expij love 
--rienced a gracious change; Is there not Lighll '5 be 
where there was : Darkneſs ? Is there not Lil forth 
where there was Death? Is there not Love whe 
there was Hatred? Is there not the Law 7. 


God written, where the Law of Sin did commanſ Mucl 
all? Is not the Biaſs of your Wills and Hear Pray 
God- ward, and Chrift-ward, and Heaven ward of E 
which heretofore was only Sin-ward and Earilf Jour 
ward and Heil · ward 7 Pray earneſtly un labor 
God, that he would give you a full aſſuranq er! 
that if you are indeed effectually called, if yd _ 

that 


are indeed united and related unto Jeſus Chi 
vou may know it, and no longer doubt there 
In a word, ſeek diligently after the Manifeſte 
tions of Chriſt's Love in all the ways of | 
Ordinances ; reſt not in the our-fide of Ordina 
ces, bur ſeek after Chrit in Ordinances, follo! 
him from Sabbath to Sabbath, from Ordinanc 
to Ordinance, and always be looking for hi 
and looking towards him, till he turn abo 
and look upon you, and give you a gracio 
ſmile; ſeek and wait for that Maniteitan 


— 
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Jof himſelf which he hath promiſed to them chat 
N love him, John, 14. 21. Wait for his Miſſion of 
he Holy Ghoſt from Heaven, 1 Per. 1. 12. to 
.M.ſhed abroad the ſenſe of his Love into your 
fl hearts. Rom. 5. 5. and if you did know aſſuredly 
e and had a ſenſe hereof given unto you by the 
an Spirir of Chriſt, O the Joyes which then you 
ol would have in him! O the love which then you 
ei would have to him! As your Joyes would be 
+4 unſpeakable, ſo your Love would be unſpeaka- 
ell ble too; ſuch a warmth of heart and burning of 
ral love to Chriſt you would feel within you, as 
iel is beyond the Rhetorick, of the Tongue to fer 


7. Would you have much love to Chriſt ? get 
all much hatred of Sin, and accordingly watch and 
ar pray, and ſtrive and fight againſt Sin, as the worſt 
colfl of Evils, as that which doth ſo much diſpleaſe 
ri} your Lord, Bewail fins of daily incurſion, and 
uni labour that your fins of  Infirmiry may be leſs 
ne} every day than other; Take heed of fins: of 
yo ſudden furprize, but chiefly of defigned fins, and 
ri that you comply not with any - temptations unto 
red grofler miſcarriages, which like water caſt upon 
aff the Fire of your love to Chriſt, will put our 
the flame, and leave only a few unperceiv- 
able ſparks in the corner of your hearts. Suffer 
nor Sin to have any room in your hearts, or if 
it will abide and you cannot thruft it quite our, 
let it not have a quiet habitation within you; di- 
ſturb fin as much as you can, wage war every 
day with your remaining Luſts, let no day pals 
over your heads without giving ſome blowes, - 

| {ome 
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ſome thruſts and wounds to Sin. Streighten the toon 
of Sin in your hearts, as much as may be; the more 
room Sin hath in your Hearts the leſs room Chriſt 
willhave there. Particularly, take heed of inordinateſectioi 
love to the world, and the things in the world, the 
prevalency of which love will damp your love tc 
Chriſt; by how much more the world gets of you 
love, by ſo much the leis Chriſt will have of it. A 
ſubordinate 'love you may have to {Perſons andfereb) 
Things in the world, but let no perſon or thing have 
your chief love but only Chriſt; love nothing forſ 
it ſelf with an abſtracted love, but love all inferi- 
our things with infer iour love, love all under the 
Lord, and in the Lord, and for the Lord's ſake; 
get all inordinate affe ctions to the world crucified 

y the Croſs of Chrift. You muſt have dying 
affections to periſhing things, if you would have 
j _s and active love to the ever-livingour ! 
Jeſus, | ” 4 
8. Would you have much love unto Chriſt ? 
aſſociate your ſelves moſt with thoſe that baveour e. 
moſt love unto Chriſt; you may fetch light ſromſhearts, 
their light, & you may ferch warmth from their 
Fire; dead coals are enkindled by the living, anded. I 
your dead hearts may be enkindled with love to , 
Chriſt by the warm diſcourſe of thoſe that haveYnanife 
warm hearts. Be ready to ſpeak of Chriſt and ive ta 
for Chriſt in any company as you have fir oppor Nbriſt 
tunity, and diligently watch for an Occation ;Baro y 
ſhur your ears againſt and reprove profane & nents 
filthy Communication; divert that which is vainþf Gra 
and frotby, and be ready to begin and promote that yo 
that which is ſerious & ſavory, that which is gra- quai 
cious and may tend to your own and * Edi x preſs 

| fication 
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aniication ; Study the Arth and practiſe ir, of pro- 
orefſoking all whem you converſe withal, not unto 
riftWeirife and Contenrion, bur unto this love and Af- - _. 
zateſſſection unto the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and whilſt - 
ou are endeavouring to warm others with this 


Love, you may be warmed your ſelves. | 
9. And laſtly, Would you have much Love 
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ou 
, Auto Chriſt ? be much in the exerciſe of this love, 
ndhereby ir is encreaſed and heightned ; Uſe legs 


and have legs; and if you act this love frequent- 
ly, it will hereby ger ſtrength and activity; every 
lay endeavour to put forth ſome vigorous acts of 
ore unto Jeſus Chriſt. In your ordinary Call- 
ugs and ſecular Buſineſs and Employment, you 
may ſend up ſome looks of Love unto Jeſus Chriſt 

In your Ejaculations. But eſpecially in the Dus 
ies of God's immediate Worſhip ; labour that 
your love may flow out unto Chriſt moſt vigor- 
ſly, Tu your daily ſecret Devotion and Family- 
vorſhip, let love to Chriſt draw forth tears from 
our eyes, at leaſt cauſe grief and ſorrow in your 
earts, in the acknowledgments of your fins, 
hereby he hath been diſhonoured and diſplea- 
ed. Let love to Chriſt draw forth earneſt de- 
res after Chriſt, and thoſe communications, 
nanifeſtations, and conſolations, which he doth 
Ive to none but ſuch as are his; let love to 
briſt pur requeſts into your mouths, arguments 
ato your requeſts, and fervour into your argy- 
nents in your pleadings with him at the Throne 
f Grace for further ſupplyes of his Grace, and 
hat you may be brought into more intimacy of 
Ecquaintance with him, Every day you ſhould 
* preſs your love to Chriſt, eſpecially. 2 on 


1 4 


then be in exerciſe, eſpecially this Grace of love 


the greateſt vigour and ſtrength. 


you ſhould ſhew your love to Jeſus Chrift. 


the performance of all known Duties which Chriſt 0 


Lord's day, when almoſt. 


whole day is to be al! 
ſpent in publick and priva@# Exerciſe of 'Religi. eur 8 
ous Worſhip, in all your love to Chriſt ſhould be plea 
in excerciſe ; in your attendances upon him in {{triit, 
Ordinances you muſt bring not only your Bodies fe] 
before him; but preſent your Hearts unto him; Pence, 
this you fhould be careful to do in publick Pray- Þ Ia t 
er and Hearing of the Word, Preaching and 
Singing Plalms; often ſhould you endeavour in 
every Ordinance to lift up your hearts unto the 
Lord; but above all when you approach the 
Lord's Table, all your Graces ſhould thefe and 


to Jeſus Chriſt, your Eyes there ſhould affect 
your Heart, when you ſee the repreſentations of 
yonr crucified Lord, and think what manner of 
Love he did bear to yon, that he ſhould ſubmit 
himſelf unto ſuch a Death for you, how ſhould 
this affect your hearts ! And if ever, then your 
Love to Chriſt ſhould ſhew it ſelf, and act with 
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Hing given Directions how to attain love to (eyOU 
- Chriſt in the truth and in the ſtrength of ir, ! Dt 


I come now. to the laſt fort of Directions wherein ay 


More generally ſhew your Love to Chriſt in As anc 


your Obedience unto Chrift, Fob. 14. 1 5. If ye iritua 


love me, keep my Cemmandemener. Be faithful in dent 


doth command, and be careful in the forbearance 


— 
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f all known fins which, briff doth forbid ; let 
our great care be to pleaſe Chriſt, whoever is 
lſpleaſed ; and your great fear be of. offending 
hriſt, whoever be offended with your ſtrictneſs. 
bew your love, 1. In the Sincerity of your Obe- 
lience, 2. In the Millingneſi of your Obedience, 
In the Vniverſatity of your Obedience, 4. In 


—— 


F 


he Conſtancy of your Obedience. 2 2, 8 
1. Shew your love to Chrift, in the Sincerity 
your Obedience. Hypocrites will do ſome 
hings which Chriſt commandeth, but it is from 
arnal Motives and with carnal Deſigns; Bur let 
ve to Chriſt be the Motive, and the Honour of 
briſt the End of your Obedience; obey Chriſt 
xcauſe you love him, and with a defign to pleaſe 
im; what you do, do heartily unto the Lord, 
nd above all things deſitre and endeavour that 
bat you do may find acceptation with him. 
lor. 5. 9. Mherefore we labour, that whether preſent 
abſent we may be accepted of him. Ee 
2. Shew your love to Chriſt in the 7/:1ingneſs 
| your Obedience; ſome will obey Chriſt, but 
is with great Backwardneſs, they will perform 
Paties, but they are burdenſom, a wearineſs, and 
Dieſome, and the Commandments of Chrift are 
jevous unto them; they are ſcarce ready unto 
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t. Duty, bur when they are ſcourg d unto it by 
*s e Rods of Affliction, or ſpurr'd and pricked for- 
ard by the goads of Conſcicnce ; O the liſtleſ- 
n K and ind iſpoſition in the moſt, unto the moſt 
ritual part of the Service of Chriſt | which is an 
N ident proof of the defect of love, either in the 


0 uth of it, or at leaſt in the meaſure and degree 
Fir. Let your love ſhew it ſelf in the willingneſs 


N of 


in the ſpiritual part of all Duties, which no Eye 


your Obedience. Gal. 5. 7. Ie did run well, wh! 
did hinder you, that ye ſhould not obey the truth! 
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of your Obedience ſerve the Lord with a will. & wh 


ing and ready mind, with alacrity and chearful- & ma 


neſs of ſpirit, looking upon the Service of Chriſt I we 


as your Honour, and eſteeming every Duty to be qui 


your Privilege: If you have any conſtraints unto but 
Obedience, let them be the conſtraints of love; Þ and 
as 2 Cor. 5- 14. If you be forced ro obey Chriſt, Cbr 
ler there be no violence but the violence of love; | tian 


it you be drag'd to Duty, ler ir be with no other of x} 


cords than the cords of love; let love be the Spur tien 
and Goad to prick you forward, that you may || Obe 
not only walk bur run in the wayes of Chriſt's I that 
commandements with an enlarged heart. 9. 1 

3. She w your love to Chriſt in the Univerſality ¶ proj 


of your Obedience. Hypocrites will perform 


fome Duties which are for their turn, and will, 
ſerve their carnal deſigns; other duties they omit I mair 
and totally neglect; let your love to Chriſt diſco- ſpirit 


ver it ſelf in your reſpect to all his Command: I teres 


ments; though you cannot here attain Perfect- 
ion of Obedience, yet let your Obedience be uni- 
verſal; obey Chriſt not only in open Duties, 
which men are witneſs of, but alſo in ſecret Du- 
ties, and ſpiritual Duties, which depend upon the 
excerciſe of the Mind, ſuch as Meditation, Con- 
templation, Self. ſearch, and Ejaculation, as allo 


can be witneſs unto but the Eye of God, and 
hereby you may be diſtinguſhed from all Hipo- 
crites in the world. 5 

4. Shew your love to Chriſt in the Conſtancy of 


Some Hy poctites are zealous Profeſſors for a 
while 


llo 
ye 
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while, and at firſt ſetring out ſeem to out Strip 
many that are ſincere, but they ſoon tire, and are 
weary not only in well doing bur of it; they 
quickly ſtumble and fall, and not onely fall down, 
but fall off; uot only fall back, but fall away, 
and turn fear ful Apoſtates. Shew your love to 
Cbriſt not only in ſetting out well, but in con- 
tiaming your Chriſtian courſe well unto the end 
of the courſe of your Lives; begin well, and pa- 
tienly continue in well-doing : Perſevere in your 
Obedience ; Be not weary in wel-doing, knowing 
that in due time ye ſal reap if ye faint not, Gal. 6. 
9. And if you be faithful unto death, Chrift hath 
promiſed to give you the Crown of Life, Rev. 2. 10, 
More particularly, ſhew your love ro Chriſt, 
1. Ia your learning, keeping, aſſerting, and 
maintaining of Chriſt's truths. 2. In your publick 
ſpititedneſs and zeal of Chriſt's honour and in- 
tereſt. 3. In your vigorous reſiſtence and op- 
poſition of Chriſt's Enemies. 4. In your Following 
of Chriſt's example. 5. In your readineſs to take 
up and patiently to bear Chriſt's croſs. 6. In 
your delires after Chriſt's preſence here, a long- 
ing for Chriſt's ſecond appearence at the latt 
day. | | : | 
1. Shew your love to Chriſt in your learning, 
keeping, aſſerting and maintaining Chriſt's Truths. 
1. Learn Chriſt's Truths, acquaint your ſelves by 
diligent reading of rhe Scriptures, and other books 
that may be a he!p hereunto, with all fandamen- 
tal truths of the Chriſtian Religion in the place, 
and ſo go on and proceed farther to learn thoſe 
traths which are ſuperſtructory; and whatever 
rutbs you find a Foundation for in the Scriptures. 
i 1 which 


| 
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which are the word of Truth, receive them, not of 
only in the light of them, bur alſo in the love of th 
them; if the branches of truths be in your heads, tb. 

and the leaves of them in your profeſſion, and the Þ be 
fruit of them in your actions, Jet the root of them | be 
be in your Hearts. 2. Having learned the C. 
truths of Chrift as they are in Jeſus, let them not w. 
hang looſe in your underſtandings but get them | pe 
faſtened and fixed. and cloſe girt about the loins of pr. 
your minds; hold the truths of Chriſt faſt, prize ya 
them above all jewels, don't part with them up- thi 
on any terms, let all go, eſtate, liberty and life gri 

| | it ſelf, rather than any of this rich treaſure which of 

? Chriſt hath entruſted you withal. 3. Aſſert the we 

F truths of Chriſt ; be not aſhamed or afraid ro own al 

any truths of Chriſt in the moſt adulterous & gain: the 

faying generation, profeſs your belief of Chriſt ] wh, 
| and of the truths of Chriſt, endeavour that the . 

[| ligbt of theſe rrurks may ſhine abroad, and caſt ] Ch 

forth ſuch bright beams in the dark world where] (6 

| you live, that others may be brought hereby un-E wo 

to the knowledge of the Truth. 4. Endeavour ſo t 

to maintain Chriſt's truths, earneſtly contend far the 
the Doctrine of Faith once delivered to the Saint, Pac 
endeavour to convince gainſayers, and to defend Ta 
Chriſt's truths againſt thoſe corrupt erroneous pro 
oppinions and Do&rins, which like leaven is ver} mo! 
| apt to ſpread and infect the minds of men. are 

[ 4. Shew your love to Chriſt in your public call 

[ | tpirizednels, and zeal for Chriſt's honour and in lip c 

1 Fexett : let your affections be publick not private 44 

1 narrow, ceniracted and centring in ſelf ; ler youll beet 

Jeove de a publick and general love, Love not onlſ| to $; 
Relations, but love all Chrift's difciples, thoug of ot 
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the image of Chriſt, S ode got only your Friends 
that love yon, but alſo your Enemies that hate you, 
becauſe of the command of Chriſt. Lex your deſires 
be publick deſires, deſire the wellfare of the univerſal 
Church, and of all God's people throughout the 


world, and accordingly Pray for their Peace and Proſ- 


perity, and endeavour as you have oppertunity to 


promote the publick good more than your own pri- 


vate advantage; {eek not your own things, but the 


things of JeſusChriſt.Ler your griefs be publicyriefs, 


grie ve not only for your own ſins, but alſo for the fins 
of others, whereby Chriſt is diſhonoured in the 
world; grieve not only fox your own afflict ions, bur 
alſo for the affſictions of Foſeph, Heb. t 3.3. Remember 
them that are in bonds, as bound with them, and them 
which ſuffer adverſity,as being your ſelves alſoin the lo- 
dy. Yau are in the ſame myſtical body with ali 
Chriſt's afflicted members, and when ſome members 
ſuffer too, by way of ſympathy. Bleeding in their 
wounds and grieving in their ſorrows, be ready al- 
ſo ro relieve any, eſpecially Chriſt's diſciples when 
they are in diſtreſs and want according to your ca- 


pacity and as you have oppertunityEmploy all your 


Talents for your Maſter's glory, and endeavour to 
promote the intereſt of the Lord Jeſus unto the ut- 
moſt of your abiſfries. 1. In reference to thoſe which 
are without. If you are called your ſelves, labour to 
call others unto Chriſt, as Andrew called Peter, Phi- 
lip called Nathaniel unto the Meſſias\Fohn. 1. 40, 41,4 
4 45. If you have found the Meſſias, or rather have 
deen found of him, let your love to Chriſt, and love 
to Souls prompt you, to endeavour the Converſion 
of others that are your * Friends and 
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Acqua intances. Put 
mind of their mi | 
guilr and reigning gawer , Co, whirſt faves to 


rhe Devil their own luſts; mind chem of 


Death and the fearful conſequences thereof to all 
unpardoned finners ; tell them of 'Chriſt that he 
is the only Saviour and Redeemer of Mankind. 
How able and willing he is io fave them, if they 
feek after him and apply themſelves unto him; 
rell them that not long tince you were in the ſame 
eſtate with themſelves, living in the practice of the 
me fins and going on in the ſame way to de- 
ſtruction; and that the Lord hath ſhewed mercy 
vnto you in your Conyertion, and bringing you 
into a ſtate of Salvation: tell them that there is 
mercy affo for them if they look after it, that 


God's Grace is moſt free, his mercy molt plenriful, 


that Chriſt is moſt Gracious and caſteth out none 


that come unto him: tell them of the amibaleneſs 


of Chriſt's Perſon, of the ſurpaſſing love which 
he hath ſhewn to fallen mankind in his dying for 
them; and that though he were dead, yer be is 
alive and lives for evermore to intercede for all 
them that make choice of him, and make uſe of 
him for their Advocate. Therefore perſwade them 
fzns by Repentance 
which otherwiſe will be the ruin both of ther 
dodies and of their Souls in Hell, and without 
delay that they would come unto Chrift and ac- 
cepr of him upon Goſpel- terms. If any of you 


cannot manage theſe arguments well your ſelves 


perſwade them, if you can, to bear ſuch Mini. 
ers and Sermons, as through God's blefling ha ve 


deen effectual for your Converſion, and thus you 
5 | ma) 


* 


r @amaay cited Friends in | 
np whbilt under the 


to the unſeen Chriſt. 119 
may be inſtrumentał to auꝑgment the Kingdom of 
Chriſt, which is one of the beſt ways of expreſi- 


ing your love unto Chrift, 2. In reference co 
them Which are within; labour to promote rhe 


intereſt of Chriſt. amongft them that are truly 


Gracious, by. vigorous endeavors te ſtrengtlen | 


and eſtabliſh them in the ways of the Lord: 
Communicate the experiences which you have 
had, as you fee there is real need, and it may 
tend not ſo much to your praiſe as your Maſter's 
honour, Labour in your places to be both ſhine- 
ing and burning lights; be forward to every 
good word and work. Look upon your ſelves as 
the devoted Servants of Chriſt, and that you are 
not your own, and therefore lay out your ſelves- 
to the utmoſt for him and give all diligence to 
glorifie him. with your bodies and ſpirits, with 
your gifts and talents, all which are his, and 
ought to be at his devotion. 

3, Shew your love ro Chriſt in your vigorous 


reſiſtance and oppoſition of Chriſt's Fnemics. 


There are three grand Enemies of Chriſt Which 
you are by your Baptiſm engaged to fight againſt, 
namely the Devil, the Fleſk, and the World which 
war both againſt Chriſt, and againſt your Souls. 
This Trinity of Adverſaries agree in one, and 
combine together againſt his anointed, doing their 
amd endeavour to break his bands, to untye 
his cards, and to unhinge bis Government; they: 
would pluck tbe Crown off of Chriſt's head could 
they reach it, and the Scepter out of his hand, they 
would diveſt Chriſt it they could of all his power 
here on Earth, and contine him to his territorics 
in Heaven; but all their attempts in this kind 
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have been and will be in vain, Chrift bath tryed 
the ſtrength of theſe Enemies and hath vanquiſh- 


ed them, but ftill ſome life and power is left 
with them to war againſt the holy ſeed ; you are 

Chriſt's Soldiers, liſted under his banner, ſhew 
Jour fidelity and your love to your Captain and 
General, in manfully maintaining the ſpiritual com- 
bat againſt his and your ſpiritual Enemies; fight 
the good fight of Faith, refit unto blood, don't 


xeild upon any account; diſdainfully turn away 
rhe Eye and Ear when theſe Enemies would en- 


tice and allufe you, and ſtoutly make reſolute 


oppoſition agarntt them, when they do moſt fu- 
riouſſy aſſault you; hearken to no ſuggeſtions of 


the Devil, temptations of the world or motions 


of the Fleſh which would fnduce and draw you 
into ways of fin, or which would force and drive 
you out of the ways ; refiit and oppoſc, and labour 


10 gain {ome victories over theſe ad verſaries every 


day, efpecially get conqueſt over the Fleſh, and 
the other two will be ſoon vanquiſhed ; Chriſt 
ſhewed his love to you in ſubmitring himſelf ro be 
Crucified for you, do you ſhew your love to Chriſt 
in Crucifying your Fleſh with its affections and 
luſts for his ſake, in your ſelfdenia! and mortify ing 


the deeds of rhe body, when you deny your Car- 
nal Reaſon, your carnal Wiſdom, your carnal Will, 


your carnal Aﬀections, your carnal intereſt, all 


inordinacies of your ſenſual apperite for the ſake of 


Chriſt ; when you cruſh Pride, Envy, Revenge, 


Malice, inordinate Anger, inordinate Love, inordt- 


nate Deſire, inordinat Grief, Luſtfullneſs and all 
evil Concupiſcence for the ſake and becauſe of the 
command of Chrift, all theſe are acts and eviden- 

| CES 
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ces of love to Chriſt, and herein you ſhould ex- 


erciſe your ſelves daily, ” 
4. Shew your love to Chriſt in your following 


of bis example, diſcover your affection unto him 


in your imitation of him, in writing after his co- 
py» in treading in his ſteps, in walking as Chriſt 
himſelf walked, when he was here upon the Earth, 
ſhew your love to Chriſt by labouring after like- 
nels unto Chriſt, that you may be like him both 
io your inward diſpoſition, and in your outward. 
converſation; Chriſt was lowly, be you humble. 
and mean in your own eſteem : Chriſt was meek, 
be you gentle, eaſie to be intreated, and not eafi- 
ly provoked : Chriſt loved God let God be the 
object df your love: Chriſt hated fin, let fin alſo 
be the object of your hatred ; Chriſt contemned 
the world, do you get crucified affections units 


it. Chriſt was compaſſionate to thoſe that were 


in diſtreſs, do you labour for tbe like Buwels. 
Chriſt uſed ro Worſhip publickly in the Sy na- 
gogues, to pray with his Diſciples, and to ſpend 
time alſo in ſecret prayer, do you give your at- 
tendance in the publick aſſemblies of God's people, 
worſhip God in your Families, and be often ur- 
on your knees at the Throne of Grace in ſecret- 
Chriſt's mind was a heavenly mind, let the fame 
mind be in you as was in Chriſt. Chriſt's WIII 
was ſubmiſſive to his fatbers will, let the ſame 
Will be in you as was in Chriſt. Chriſt's words 
were Gracious and edify ing let your ſpeech be 
always with Grace, ſavoury and which may be 
for edification. Chriſt's life was an active life, 
he was always doing Good, and he was exactly 
holy in all his actions, be you active and dili- 
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gent in the ſervice of God in doing good to others. | 


and be holy as Chrift was holy in all manner of 
converſation, thus ſhould you ſhew your love to 


Chriſt in following Chriſt's example, and in im- 


' ſtating of him in every thing wherin you are ca- 
pable of ſuch imitation. | 

5. Shew your love to Chrift in your readineſs 
to take up and patiently bare Chriſt's croſs : 1 
don't ſay you ſhould deſire fufterings for Chritt, 
bur ſure I am that ſtrong love to Chrift will not 
permit you to decline them; don't go out of God's 
way for them, neither go our of God's way from 
them, if you meet with the croſs in the way of 
duty, don't either turn back, or ſtart aſide, bur 
chearfully take it up, and when you have got it 
up patiently bar it, and don't throw it off, till 
Gad take it off; when it is your duty to ſuffer for 
Chriſt, look upon it allo to be your priviledge and 
and be glad of the opportunity, rejoycing that you 
have any thing to part witbal for the ſake of 
Chrift, if it be good Name, or good Eſtate, or good 
Friends, if it be liberty or life ir (elf, ſuch expreſſ- 

ions of love are very honourable and very pleaſing 
to 3 Lord and Maſter. 


8 And laſtly. Shew your love to Chriſt in your 
Deſires after Chriſt's preſence here, and in your 


1onging for his ſecond appearance at tbe laſt day, | 


1. Deſire Chriſt's Gracious preſence hete, and 


the manifeſtations thereof, that according ro his 


promiſes he would come unto you, that he would 


draw near, and that you might feel that he is 


near ; defire that you might have clearer diſcever- 
ics of Chriſt, and more intimate communion and 
tel- 


fellowſhip, deſire the company, fellowſhip and ac- 
quaintance with Chrift, that you might walk 


with him and converſe with him, and that there 


to the Unſeen Chrift vm? 
I fellowſhip with Chriſt ; above all Company and 


= 


might be a dayly intercourſe between Chriſt and 
your ſouls, and that all diſtances between you, 
and ſtrangneſs might be removed; ler your love 
exprels it ſelf in deſires after Chriſt when he is 


abſent; and in delights when he is preſent ; rejoice 
in the Lord exceedingly when he doth manifeſt 


himſelf unto you graciouſly, and admire his beau- 
ty and delight in his ſmiles, admire his love and 


delight in the perſwaſions of his fa vour, let the act- 


ings of your love, and the workings of it, be ſuch 


to your beloved dayly. 2. Deſire alſo and long for 


the ſecond appearance of Chriſt at the laſt day;; : 


when be faith, Surely I come quickly, do you fay, . 


Amen, Even ſo come. Lord Feſus. Look upon time 
as (low of heel and wing, that it runs no faſter, . 


that it flies no ſwifter ; look to the End of Time; 


and long for. it, becauſe then with theſe Eyes you 
ſhall ſee him. whom your Soul loveih, becauſe 


44 


then yon ſhall ſee Chriſt come down from the 


Throne of God with ſuch Brightneſs of Majeſty, 


and Brightneſs of Beauty, as will rranſport you 
with Wonder and Joy. Sy; when Lord Feſus wilt 


chow take to thy ſelf thy great Power, and cloath thy 


ell with thy Authority, and come down to judge the 
World? when wilt they epen the everlaſting pates of © 
Heaven which have been ſhut ſo long 2 hen wilt: thou 
deſcend from Hemm with a ſhout, with the ſonnd "of © 


the great Trumpet; and. ſend thine Angels to gather 


all thine. Ele from the four Minds, that all whe * Wl 
love thee may. meet: im one Society t when ſhall wa pus WM 
mee "4 ".. 
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on our Garments of Immortality, and be caught up 
in the Clouds to meet thee in the day of thy Triumph? } © 
ben ſhall the day of our Coronation come, and of fir 
our admiſſion into the Glorious Manfions which thou thi 
haſt prepared for us in the Glorious Pallace which 11 lo! 
above ? When wilt thou ſhew us thy ſelf, and give ©? 
us to behold thee face to face > When wilt thou ſhew u Ii 
the Father,and giueus to behold bim immediatly without | 28 
a Glaſs 2 When wilt thou ſhew us thy Glory which thou A 
hadſt with the Father before the World was, and give 81 
us not onely to fee it, but alſo to ſharein it? When | YE 
wilt thou open the Treaſures of thy Love, rece ide us in C 
to the neareſt, cloſeſt, and ſweeteſt embracement: | 
thereof, and give us to drink of thoſe Rivers of Plea | V 
ſures wbich are with thee d O haſten Lord, haſten thy 47 
glorious appearance, that thou mayeſt be Glorified be- of 
fore the whole World, and we be gloriſied with thee,  Y© 
| chat we may be then taken to live with thee, and 4 
41 reign with thee, and be made perfectiy happy in the of 
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full and ever laſting enjoyment of thee. C 
| Thus I have done with theſe Directions, the laſt 0 
thing in this Uſe of Exhortation. to 


And what do you now ſay after all Morives to W 
excite and perſwade you to the Love of Chriſt, et 
and Directions therein? ſhall all be in vain? Fe 

" What do you fay, Sinners? ſhall Chriſt have 4 
your hearts or no; will you harbour baſe luſts er 
in your hearts, that will damn you, and keep out es 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt who alone can ſave you? Y* 
\fhall I gain no hearts for Chrift by all my Ser- ſn 
mons which I have preached concerning the * 
Love of Chriſt? My Lord and Maſter hath fent fi !! 
me to woe you, to win your hearts for 1 
dim; may { ſpeed or no ? ſhall my Meſſage be Y 
N | ac- . 


laſt 
$ LO 
Ave 


uſts 
out 


fent 
for 


ac- 


. 


accepted and Jeſus Chriſt the moſt lovely perſon 


find entertainment with you ? If an perſon or 


thing in the world which you do moſt dearly? 


love, do ſo well deſerve your love, lock your 


ears ſtill againft all my words, and let them periſh 
like an empry ſound in the Air ; lock your hearts 
againſt Chriſt, who ſtands knocking at the door, 
and give an abſolute and peremptory refuſal to 
give any room there; But if in the whole world 
you cannot find out a fuitable Beloved beſides 
Chrift, if there be nothing here below but is un- 
worthy of your hearts, if all inferiour things 
whilſt they have your chief Love do debaſe you 
and defile you, and unleſs your hearts be taken 
off from them, will certainly ruine and deftroy: 


you everlaſtingly; O then be perſwaded without 


any farther delay to open the everlaſting doors 
of your hearts, to let Chriſt into them, and ſet 
Chriſt up in the higheſt ſeat of your Affections; 
O be perſwaded to give Chrift your chief Love, 
to give him yous heart and your whole heart; 
with grief and hatred let go your hold of ſin, and 
embrace the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in the Arms of 


your deareft Love. And then I would ſay to you- 


as our Saviour did to Zacheus when he gave him 
entertainment in his houſe, This day is Salvation 
come unto you. O bappy day unto you! O happy 
you that ever you were dorn, if this day Chriſt 


ſhould be heartily entertained by you! This then 
would be the day of your Converſion, in which. 


the Angels would rejoyce; aud though Grief and 
Trouble might invade you for a while becauſe of 
your fin, yet this would make way for your ſpi- 
ritual Joy; weeping might endure for a Night, 
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bur joy would coniein the Morning; but O the Toy 
which you will then bave in the day of your Co- 
ronation, when all tears ſhall be wiped away from 
your Eyes, and when you ſhall have admiſſion in- 
to the glorious preſence of the Lord, where there 
1 Fulnels of Joy and Pleaſures for Evermore. 

And what do you ſay, Bel 
have ſome Love to Chriſt, ſhall this Doctrine, and 
theſe Sermons which J have preached, be a means 
to raiſe and heighten your Love? Your Love hath 
been too much mixed, will {you love Chriſt more 
purely ? your love hath been very weak, will you 
love Chriſt more ſtrongly? Your Love to Chrift 
hath been bur a ſpark, ſhall it now break forth in- 
to a flame? after ſuch blowings, ſhall there be no 
burnings* When you think. of Chriſt's Perſon. (o 
amiable, his Love ſo incomparable, his Benefits 
fo ineſtimable, ſhall not this fire your hearts? and 

will you not now love him more dearly. and. ar- 
denily than ever? will you be perſwaded to get 
of your hearts from Earth. and Earthly things, 
and get up your hearts to your Lord which is in 
Heaven, and to ſettle your Love there upon him, 
ſo as never to withdraw it from him any more? 
Will you love the Lord Jeſus much, whom you 
can never love too much? will you now dwell in 
the Love of Chriſt, and be 'more frequent and 
fervent in the actings of it? Then O what com- 
fort would you find in your Love! and what 
ſweetnefs in the ſenſe of Chriſt's Love! This would 
be the ſuteſt Evidence that Chriſt loveth you, be- 
cauſe Chriſt loveth firſt; and how would this 
ſweeten your paſſage through the Valley of Affli- 
tion, and through the Valley of Death 


Believers? you that 


n er ” ad — 


yr = —— - —_—_— ern TAS, * * * ” — - — 
ja * — r : 0 „„ 1 „ — . 5 7 £ * 
„ „ IR og A: AX. e bs e n „* 
* 7 7 r 1 2. 2 7 on 3. * * - — * 
-_ . — 4 — — Page 7 - % >» * «A * % 2799 « — » 25 . 2 322 p- 
— , 0 & RL kd 83 2 . - — ape 2 — : 4 
0 


ne 


. ; 3 5 . Sg : ; — 
TT es we c ww vw. ⅛—⁰ͤw,;, , 2AM £26. oat. . M EY Sx . 552 5 23 


to the Unſeen Chrilff., 12 


would ſweeten a bitter cup, and make a ſweet 
cup more (ſweet. In Life, the ſenſe of Chriſt's 
Love will be better than Life; but at Death this will 
be the only ſtay and ſupport which you can have, 
nothing elſe can give any well · grounded comfort 
ina dying hour. Death rageth and playeth the 
Tyrant every where, ſhooteth his Arrows hirher 
and thither, ſometimes thoſe that are Elder than 
your (elves, and ſometimes thoſe that are Younger ; 
ſometimes thoſe that are weaker than your ſelves, 
ſometimes thoſe that are ſtronger ; ſometimes 
thoſe that are better, ſometimes thoſe that are 
worſe ; ſometimes the righteous are ſmitten, ſome- 
times the wicked; ſometimes the profane, and 


lometimes the Profeſſors; that all might be 


.awakened to prepare, And what is it that can 


give you comfort when yeu come to the ſides of 


.the pit? You may have the Love of your dear 
Yoke-fellows, weeping and mourning at your 
Bed-fide, Children, Kindred and Friends wringing 
their hands, and looking with a pitiful counte- 
nance upon you, grieving to part with you, but 
what comfort can all their Love yield unto your 


departing Spirits ? their Love may diſturb yon, 


and make you the more unwilling to dye and leave 
them, becauſe they are ſo unwilling to part with 


you. Bur the Love of Chrit and ſenſe thereof, i 


will be a Comfort indeed, becauſe he is a Friend 
whom you are nor departing from, bur going un- 
to, and O rhe delight which then you may have, 
when Friends look moſt (ad, and Death looks 
moſt grim, when the trembling Jaynts, the clam- 
my Sweats, the intermmting Palle, the falling 


| Jawes, the rarling throat, and other ſymptomes 


give 
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give notice of near approaching Death! then to 


think, I am now come not only to the Door of Eterni. 
ty, but alſo to the Gate of my Fathers, Houſe, where 


are attending for me, and where my dearly beloved 
Feſus it, and hath prepared for my Reception and e. 
ternal Habitation: Here are Friends about my Bed- 
ide, whs ere long will convey this Boch to the Grave 
to be fed upon by worms, but here are Angels alſo by, 
my bed fide waiting for my Soul, that ſo ſoon as it is 
loofned from this dying Carkaſe, they may convey me to 
tbe heavenly Paradiſe : Within a few minutes now, 
and I ſhall be with my deareſt Lord, where my Faith 
will be ſwallowed up in Vifion, my Hope in Fruition, 
and my Love will come to perfection. O the Glorious 
Light which there and then will ſhine into every corner 
of my mind! O the Love and Foy and ineffable De. 
light, when I come to ſee and enjoy and live for ever 
with my moſt dearly Beloved! This, This only will 
make you willing to Dye, and this ſenſe of Chriſt's 
Love will effectually ſweeten your paſſage through 
the dark Entry of Death, | : 


An 


many Saints are gone before me, and many Angel: 
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„ Chriſt's Manifeſtation of 
#] Himſelf unto them that love him. 
on, Joh. XIV. latter part of verſ. 21. 

our } --- And be that loveth me, ſhall be lov- 


De. ed of my Father, and I will love him, 
vil and will mani feſt my ſelf unto him. 
Vi 3 


W E read, Luk. 4. 22. And all bare bim wit- 
gh neſs, end wendired ar the erbte ihids 
which proceeded out of hy mouth. Never did ſuch 
gracious and ſweet words drop from the lips of 
any man that ever lived, as thoſe from the lips of 
Chrift when he was here upon the Earth; and ok, Wi 
all Chriſt's words, thoſe which he ſpake to his Di- 

— ſciples in bis laſt Sermon, before his laſt Nag, 1 
in the 14, 15, and 16. Chapters of John, are ſu - 
pet latively ſweet, aud none more ſweet in this 
Sermon than the words of my Text read unto 
you, And be that loveth me ſhall be loved of my Fa- 
ther, and I will love him, and will manifeſt my ſelf 
An unte bim. In the former part of the verſe we have 
| 5 3 the 
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ſcover more of the oriency and tranſcendency of. 
bis 
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the Character of one that doth truly love Chriſt: 
He that hath my Commandments and keepeth them, 
be it it that loveth me. In the latter part of the 
verſe which is my Text, we have the Priviledge 
of one that doth-truely love Chrift, and that is in 


three Promiſes which Chriſt doth make unto him: 
2. He that loveth me ſhall be loved of my Father, 
2. And I will love him, 3. And will manifeſt my 


ſelf unto him. It is the laſt of theſe Promiſes which 
I ſhall ſpeak unto by way of Appendix unto my 


Treatiſe of the Love which true Chriſtians have 


and ought to have unto Chriſt, and that it is the 


Promiſe of Chriſt's manifeſting himſelf unto ſuch 


as love him. And the Doctrine is this. 


Doc. That Chrifl will manifeſt himſelf unto ſuch. 
rr PLE TON TD NON 
n banding of this point I ſhall ſkew; 1. What 


it is tor Chriſt tõ manifeſt himſelf. 2. That Chriſt 
will manifeſt to them that love him, 3. How 
Chriſt doth manifeſt himſelf unto ſuch. 4. When 
Chrift doth manifeſt himſelf unto fuch. 5. Where 


* a . z 0 N 


laſtly, make ſome Appliction. 


Chriſt doth manifeſt himfelf unto him. 6. And 


— —— —— 


_—_ 
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Section I. 


1. Hat it is for Chriſt to manifeſt Himſelf? 
t. Chriſt doth manifeſt himſelf when 
he maketh a clearer diſcoverie unto His Diſciples 


of the excellency of His Perſon, (when he dot tur: 


ther unveil himſelf, and lets forth ſome beams and 
rayes, with greater luſtre and brightneſs, to di- 


Chriſt's Manifeſtation, &c. 131 
his ſoul- ravifhing beauty unto them, which they 
bad but a dimer ſight and darker apprehenfions 
of before.; and this is done when Chriſt doth more 
fully impact of the ſpirit of wiſdom and revelation 
unto them. Upon this account the Apoſtle did 
pray in the behalt of the believing Epheſians, that 
the Lord would give them the ſpirit of wiſdom 
and revelation to enlighten their underſtandings 
in the knowledge of him, Eph. 1. 16, 17, 18. 
they had the Spirit before, and ſome knowledge 


Jof Chrift before, but he prays that God would 


give them fuller meaſures of the ſpirir, to make a 
clearer diſcovery of Chriſt, that the eyes of their 
underſtandings might be more and more enlight- 
ened unto a more ſpiritual deſcerning of the fur- 
paſſing Beauty and Excellency in Chriſt's perſon, 
in the knowledge of whom the molt enlightened 
Chriſtians are capable of farther growth unto the 
end of their life, hence that Exhortation of the A- 
poſtle Peter, 2 Pet. 3. 18. But Grow in Grace and 
in the knowledp of our Lord end S.vicur Feſus Chriſt. 
2. Chriſt doth maaiſeſt himſelf, when he maketh 
a deep impreſſion, and giveth a ſweet ſence to his 
Diſciples of his preſence ; Chriſt is never really ab- 
ſent from ſuch as Love him, but he may Seem to 
be ſo ſomtimes, they may apprehend him to be a 
far off, he may and often doth withdraw the lenſes 
of his preſence, Cant. 5. 6. 1 opened to my beloved, 
but my beloved had withdrawn himſelf and was gene. 
Chrift doth manifeſt himſelf, when he doth draw 
near to his people, and maketh them feel that he 
is near, giving them a {weer (ſenſe of his preſence 
through the powerful breathings of his Spirit upon 


| them, whereby their hearts are quickned and en- 


larged, 
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larged, and drawn forth towards himſelf, and their 
graces excited unto Powerful exerciſe, 

3. And chiefly Chrift doth Manifeft . Himſelf, 
when He makes diſcovery of His Love unto them 
that love him; when He gives them to ſee not only 


the beauty of His face, bur allo the (miles of His 


face, when He gives them to behold the amiable- 
neſs of His countenance, and withal lifts up upon 
them the ligbt of His countenance, when he ſhed. 
deth abroad the ſenſe of His Love into their hearts, 
giving them a full perſwaſion of His ſpecial Love 
unto them, aud alſo a {weet ſenſe thereof. Thus 
Chrift doth ſometime look kindly, and ſpeak kind- 
ly unto his people, and this ſweet Language is 
not ſpoken to the ear of the body, but inwardly 
by His Spirit ro their fouls, when he. ſaith to the 
| foul, Iam thy ſalvation and Saviour, I have loved 
thee with an everlaſiing Lovs. and my Love x unchary- 
able; The Mountains ſhall depart and the hills be re. 
moved, but my loving kindneſs ſhall never depart, 
and be removed from thee ; ] bave given my ſelf fer 
thee, and I have given my ſelf unto thee, and will never 
repent of this gift; I have choſen thee for my ſelf 
called and joyned thee unto my ſeif, and I will never 
repent of this chotce, nor ſuffer thee to be dujoyned 
from me for ever; I have thee upon my heart, and 
keep thee in my hand; and no powers of Earth or Hell 
ſhall be able to pluck thee thence ; I have given thee 
my grace, and I will ſhew thee my glory, aad ere long 
I wall appear in the world and receive thee unto m 
ſelf, that where I am there thou mayeſt be alſo. Dr) 
up then thy tears, clear up thy countenance, baniſh th 
fears, droop no longer, diſpond no more, but be of good 
ohe ar, thy fins are forgiven thes, thy name is written 

11 


rimes unto drooping diſponding ſouls, 


Chriſt's manifeſtation, 133 
in my book which none can blot out, Thou baſt a true 
Love for me, and my Fatber himſelf loveth thee, and 
1 love thee with a moſt endeared Love, and tharefore 
do not queſtion or doubt of my Love any more, Thus 
Chriſt doth manifeſt himſelf and his Love ſome 


3%. 
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Section. II. 


2. T Har Chriſt will manifeſt himſelf unto them 
that love him, appears, in that His Love 
doth engage Him, and His word doth engage 
Him Hereunto. His Love doth engage Him, 
The Love of Chriſt is like fire, that cannot con- 
ceal it ſelf long, and no fire fo ſtrong, and hath 
luch a vehement flame as the Love of Chriſt to His 
people. Foſeph had a great love to his Brethren 
notwithſtanding all their unkindneſs, and although 
be concealed himfelf for a while, and ſpake rough- 
ly unto them, yet after they were ſenſible of their 
fault, and were filled with perplexing fears, he 
could conceal bimfelf no longer from them, as in 
Gen. 45. I, 2. Then Foſeph could not refrain him- 
ſelf before all that Food by him, and he wept aloud, 
and ſaid unto hu brethren, I am Foſeph, and ver. 4. 
Foſeph ſaid unto his brethren, come near me, 1 am 
Foſeph your brother whom ye ſold into Egypt. So 
Chriſt may conceal himſelf for a while from his 
people, whatever love be hath to them, and what- 
ever they have to him; ſome unkindneſſes : 
have ſhewn may be the cauſe of this hiding, but 
when they are lenſible of their fault, full t grief 
ind perplexity for their offences, his Love will 
. T not 
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doth engage him to manifeft Himſelf unto them that 

Love Him: Ic is Chriſt's promile here in the Text, 
He that loveth me ſhall be loved of my Father, and 1 
wil! Love him, and will manifeſt my ſelf unto bim. 
Chriſt's word is ſure, True and faithful is, Chriſt's 
\# name; the ordinances of the heaven may ſooner 
fail, rhan Chriſt fail of His Word and promiſe. 


| — — — 
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Section. III. 


3. Pow Chriſt doth - manifeſt Himſelf unto 
ü them that Love him. | | 
1. Chriſt doth here in this world manifeſt him - 
ſelf but in part and darkly. The ſoul is not now 
capable of the fulleſt and cleareſt Manifeſtation of 
Chriſt's, This is a happineſs reſerved for the other 
world, 1 Foh. 3. 2. Belovedinow are we the fons of 
God, and it doth not yet appear what we ſhall be; 
but we know that when he ſhall appear, we ſhall be 
like him, for we ſhall ſee him be u, Job, 17. 24. 
' Father 1 will that they alſo whom thou haſt given me 
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glory which thou haſt given me. It is Hereaftet 
that Chriſt's Diſciples ſhall be perfectiy like unto 
Chriſt, and ſhall have a perfect manifeſtation of 
Cbriſt, that they ſhall ſee him as he is: It is Hereaf- 
ter that they (hall behold his glory; The luſtre and 


not permit him to hide himſelf much longer; His 


1 Love will engage Him to manifeſt and diſcover 
4 bimſelf, and ſay, I am Jeſus your Saviour,come near 
14 me my brethren, come near me, that you may have 
= a clearer view of me, that ye may know me and 
15 know that I do love you. The Word alſo of Chriſt 


be with me where Jam, that they may behold my] 


bright | 


re port that I heard in mine own land of thy acti, and 


them that Love him, yet it is but 7 and that 


a more obſcure light, 1 Cor. 13. 9, 10, 11, 12. 


. + -hild; but when 1 became a man, I put away obila- 


Chriſt's Manifeſtation, &c. 135 
brightneſs oH glory is ſo great that ſhould he 
now let ſo the beams thereof upon them, it 
would  dexle end amaze them, ir would ftrike 
chem Blind, yea it would ftrike them dead; there 
is need, becauſe of their. weaknefs, that Chritt 
ſhould keep a vail on his face, when he makes di- 
{covery of bimſelf, they cannot now bear the full 
patefaction and manifeſtation of Chrift ; therefore 
Chriſt doth diſcover himſelf but in part. As the 
Queen of Sheba ſaith concerning Solomon's wiſdom 
and proſperity, 1 King. 10. 6, 7. It was 4 true 
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thy wiſdom ; bowbeit I believed not the words, until I 
came and mine eyes had ſcen it; and behold the one 
balf was not told me hy wiſdom and proſperity exceed- 
erb the fame thereof. It is not the one half which 
Cbriſt's Diſciples do now hear or can diſcern of 
their maſters excellencies. Ir hath not now enter- 
ed into their hearts to cenceive what Beauties and 
Glories and moſt admirable perfections there are 
hid in their Beloved ; not only Chriſt's Love but 
alſo Chrift's Lovelineſs doth paſs their knowledge; 
there are ſuch dimenſions of moſt wonderful Glory 
in Chriſt's perſon, as do infinitly tranſcend tbe ca- 
pacity of the moſt eleyated minds, fully ro com- 
prehend. Chrift doth manifeſt himſelf truly to 
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For we know in part, and propheſie in par: 3 Bu- 
when that which u perfect u come, eben that which # 
in part ſhall be done away: When I was a ovild I 
{pake as a child, J underſtood as a child, I thought as 
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#ſb things: For now we ſee thorom a glaſi darkly, but 


then Face to Face; Now I know in part, then I ſhall 


know an. am known, We Miniſters Propheſie but 


in part, we can tell you but a little of what there 
really is in Chriſt, and both we and you know but 
in part; our conceptioes of Chriſt's excellencies 
and our expreſſions now are chilpiſh, hereafter 
there will be a perfect manifeſtation of Chriſt, 


and then all imperfections of knowledge will be 
 romoved, Now you may ſee Chrift, but ir is 


through a glaſs darkly; hereafter face to face: In- 
deed it is ſaid, 2 Cor. 5.18. 


ed, & c. There is a comparative open diſcovery of 
Chriſt now in Goſpel-times, over what there was 
under the Law ; the veil of Types and Figures, 


which covered and in 2 great meaſure hid Chriſt 


from the view, is now removed, our face is now | 


open from that veil, but Chrift's face is nor fully 
open; there it a glaſs ſtill between our eyes and 
Chriſt's face (the glaſs of Ordinances which though 
it doth help us to fee him, yet it keeps us from the 


cleareſt diſcovery of him) we ſee but rhorow a 


glaſs darkly ; our eyes now need this glaſs ro help 
our weakneſs, and that we may ſee what we do 


fee : there is a time coming when we ſhall be a- 


bove the need atd uſe of the Ordinance-glaſs, [ 
mean when we ſhall ſee Chriſt facero face, and know 
him in heaven as we are known by him. 

2. Chriſt doth now manifeſt himſelf gradually 
unto them that Leve him, Chriſt doch not ſhew at 
once and altogether what he means to diſcover of 
himſelf and of his Love, bur he doth it by degrees, 
a little at one time, and a little at another time, 2 


little 


all with open face 
bebolding as in a glaſs the Glory of the Lord are chang- 


dot expreſs the delight the joy and gladneſs of 


Chriſt s manifeſtation, &c. 137 
little in this Ordinance, and a little in that; now 
he lets down ſome comfortable beams of the light 


Jof his countenance into the ſoul, by and by clouds 


do ariſe and obſcute this light, and dark neſs is up- 
on the ſpirit: Sometimes Chriſt opens the curtain 


anp looks upon the foul, gives gracious ſmiles, by _ 
anp by the curtain is drawn, and his face is hid; 
now he appears and then be diſappears; he mani- 
I feſteth himſelf at one time, withdraws himſelf at a- 


nother time, and ſo leads his people on from one 
diſcovery of himfelf unto another, until he bringeth 


I them ar laſt unto the full diſcovery of himſelt in 


. 

3. "Chriſtdorh manifeſt himſelf moſt ſweetly un 
to them that Love him, eſpecially after long ab- 
ſence. When the ſoul hath been ſeeking, and can- 
not find him, wandring in the wilderneſs under a- 
mazing fears: perple xing doubts, doleful diſpon- 
denciexs, ſinking and heSrt-overwhelming grief; 
after a black night of deep deſertion, Oh how 
ſweet is the day - ſpring from on high ! Oh how 
comfortable are the bright beams ot the morning 
light! when he ſhineth upon their dark and deject. 
ed and ſorrowful ſpirits, giving them. 10 know aſ- 
ſuredly that they are the dearly beloved of his 
Soul, that he hath not forgotten them, that he 
will not forſake them, that he hath a more tender 
Love unto them than the mother to her ſucking 
child! Oh the raviſhments, of ſpirit ! Oh the trani- 
ports of ſoul which do ariſe from hence ! O the 
longs which are then in their mouths. This is our 
beloved, we have waited for him! this is our dear 
Redeemer we have truſted in him! Tongue can- 


beart, 
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heart, which doth ariſe from the manifeſtation of 
Chriſt's preſence and love; the joy of harveſt, the 
Joy olchwEridegroom on the wedding day, the joy 
of victory and taking great ſpoils from an Enemy, 

the joy of a poor man in finding great treaſures ; 
and the greateſt delight which ever was found in 
the ſweeteſt ſenſual enjoyment is not worthy to 


be compared with the joys and exultingsof heart 
in the manifeſtation of Chriſt unto ie Soul. 


* W/ Her doth Chriſt manifeſt himſelf unto 
| tbem that love him? 
1. Sometime Chriſt doth quickly manifeſt him. 
ſelf, after a little ſeeking ſome young Converry 
have early and ſoon diſcoveries of Chrift and his 
love; they are caft down for a little while, and 
Chrift ſoon comes unto them and lifts them up a- 
gain; weeping endures but for a night, and th: * 
a ſhorr ſummer night, and joy cometh early ir .c tb 
morning; they have the ſpirit of bondage no a- || at 
 wakeneth them to fear, by and by the Spirit of A- || fe 
doption doth gracioufly viſit them, and make dif- S. 
covery of their relation to the Father, the love of || ar 
their Saviour, and ſheddeth abroad tb ſenſe of his || or 
love into their hearts. | ve 
2. Sometimes Chriſt is ſong before hs manifeſt an 
bimſelf; ir is long before ſome do ſeek Chrift, and hi. 
it is long before ſuch do find him : Chriſt "waits || th 
long to be gracious unto them, and doth often |f to 
make them wait long before he manifeſteth to 
them his loving kindnefles ; I: _ Ve 

| eckers i 
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to them. 


ſelf unto them that love him, Cant. 6. 12. Or ever 1 


io give up the Ghoſt, they have mer with Chriſt, and 
found him whom their Soul loveth; on a ſudden tbe 
Veil of the Temple bath been rent, and they have 


Chriſt's M anifeſtation, 8c. 139 
ſeekers are not early ſinners; Chriſt makes ſome wait 
a long time to try their faith and parieace, their love 
and obedience, and that he may prepare them for 
more than ordinary comforts and ſweetneſs which 
he intendeth to give in the diſcovery of himielf un- 


1 


3. Sometimes Chriſt doth ſuddenly manifeſt bim- il 


was aware my Soul made me like the Chariots of Amina- 
dab, or ever they are aware they ſee the Chariots of 
Iſrael and the horſemen thereof, and the Lord Jeſus --Þ 
doth come unto them in the Chariors of Salvation 
with ſuch Glory and Luſtre as doth tranſport and a- 

maze them. Some Chriſtians that truly love Chriſt, 
have ſought him in this Ordinance, and have or Wl 
found him, and they have ſought Chriſt in thar Ordi 
nance, and have nor found him; they have nor been 
looking and waiting and hoping that at this time 
Chrift would diſcover himſelf, or at that time e? 
would diſcoyer himſelf, ſtill he hath hid himſelf,-ſtilt--188 
they have come off with diſappointment;this hath been 

their Grief, this they have complained of before God, 
and they have been under fears left they ſhould never 
fee him, never meet with him at all; hereupon ther- 
Spirits have been ready to fail and ſink within them, 

and in diſcouragement they have been ready to ſay 
or think that all their labour would be in vain; and | 
yer they have reſolved to ſeek him to their death, i 
and though he ſnhould kill them, to put their truſt 'in 
him: And behold on a ſudden; when they have had 
the leaſt expectation, and their hope hath been read 


fe- 
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ſeen their Beloved in the Holy cf Holies; on a ſud- 
den che clauds baye fled, their darkneſs hath paſſed 
away, and the light hath ſhined ; the North- wind of 
trouble hath cealed, and the ſweet Southern Gales 
have blow upon them; I mean they have been un- 
der ſuch ſhinings and breathings of the Spirit, that 
they have ſeen and felt the preſence of Chriſt ; and 
ſuch a ſweet ſenſe of his Love, as hath filled them 
with Son! raviſhing Joy. _ 

4. Chriſt doch manifeſt himſelf Seaſonably unto 
them that Love him. Though he doth not alwayes 
manifeſt himſelf when they moſt defire, yer he doth 
maanifeſt himſelf when they have moſt need, and then 
tbey have moſt need when ey are molt low, when 
they are moſt low in their Spirits, moft poor and 
mean in their own eſteem, as well as moſt low in 
188 F their condition through Affliction and Trouble; Hu- 
| mility and Patience under Afiction, doth make way 
.. for the Experience of Chriſt's manifeſtation ; Chriſt 
E | dotb many times reſerve his Cordials for the Fainting 


18 of his Love for the time of the greateſt Advetſity; 
= eſpecially, when the - trouble is for his fake, he is 
graciouſly preſent ; John had his Vitens when he 
8 3 114 : ene . f ö . 
was Baniſhed for tþe fake of Chriſt unto the Iſte Pat- 
mo. And when all men for ſook Paul at his anſwer 
before Nero, then the Lord came to him, flood by 


him and ſtrengthned him. 
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ginancss, there he doth walk, there he doth appear 
unto his People; ſometimes Chriſt doth manifeſt him- 
ſelf in rhe way of private Ordinances, when they ſeek 
him in their Families, or in their Cloſets when they 
peak of him in conference, or when they think of 


him in their Meditation and Contemplation; ſome- 


times Chriſt doth maniteſt himſelf unto them that love 


him in the way of Publick Ordinarices, in Publick 


Prayer or Faſting, in hearing of the Word, or when 
they are Feafting at his Table, eſpecially in this falt 
mentioned Ordinance Chriſt doth frequently mani- 
feſt himſelf unto his Diſciples moſt ſweetly: At the 
Lord's Table, the Lord doth appsar:; in breaking of 
Bread he diſcovers himſelf, as to the Diſciples that 


went to [mmais ; in his Banquettinghouſe he gives 


them to feaſt on his Love; There are many who can 
ſay by experience, that if ever they mer with Chriſt 
in their Lives, and in any Ordinance, they have met 


with him at the Sacrament, there he hath unveiled © 


his face, there he hath revealed his Love, there he hath 
breatheck upon them by his Spirit, there they found 
and felt the Lord to be near. 
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j Come now to the Applciation: And here that I 

may give to every oné his Portion, I ſhall ſpeak 
t. To you. that have no Love unto Chriſt: 2. To 
you that have {ome Love to Chriſt, but are without 
theſe Manifeſtations. 3. To you that both love Chriſt, 
and ha ve Maniſeſtitions of his love unto you. 


— 


vhem Uſe 1, The Firſt Uſe doth concern ſuch as have 


is Or: 


Aces 


9 


no love at all unto Chriſt: Chriſt will wagitent 
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bimſelf unto them that love him, this is Childrens 
Bread, and doth not belong to you, becauſe you do not 
belong unto Chriſt; this is a choiſe = moſt rich 
Priviledge, but you have nothing to do with ir ; Procui 
ite Profani. Avant all ye profane ones, all ye un- 


elean ones, all ye ungodly ones, all Unbelievers whart- 
ſoever, who being without Faith, are alſo without 


Love to Chriſt; 


ee that you come not neer to lay 
your unclean hands upon this moſt excellent Promiſe; 
never look for any diſcovery of Chriſt's love unto you 
whueſt you go on in ways of Sin, whileſt ycu are in 
your Natural Eftare. I believe ſome of yon may be 


ready to ſay, What if Chriſt doth not manifeſt bimſcif 


umto us let us bade our Honours and Dignity, let us 
have our Mealtb and Plenty, let us have our Friends and 
Delighes, and let who will look after thoſe aiery and fanci- 
jul Satifatzons in Chriſt's Manifeftations. Sinners, 
is this your language either of tongue or heart? Let 
me tell you, one day you will ſing another tune, you 
ul be of another mind; one day you will acknow- 
tedze, that all the Happineſs which you ſo eagerly 
puriued in the ſweeteſt creature- enjoy ments, was but 


Fancy, that it was thin, light and aiery; that it was 


vain and empty, when all is fled away and left no- 
thing behind but Stings and bitter Grief, but inward 
wounds, gripes, and dreads, upon the light of ap- 
proaching Death, and under apprehenſions of ap- 
proaching Wrath, and eternal Torments in Hell. 
Then what would you give for an Intreſt in Jeſus 
hriit, and a well- grounded Perſwaſion of his fpecial 
Lave unto your Souls ? Then the Manifeſtations of 
Chcift will appear ro be no aiery thing, and that no- 
ching beſides this can rationally ſupport your Souls 
when you com to the Borders of the Grave, and k 
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the Confines of Eternity. And let me farther: tell 


you that have no love to Chrift, that although Chriſt 


| 
| 


whileſt you are ſuch will never manifeſt himſelf unto | 


you in a way of Love, yet there is a Day coming 


when he will Manifeſt himſelf unto you, but this 


Manifeſt ation will be with a Vengeance, it will be in 


a way of moſt Furious anger; 1 mean, at the laſt 


day of Judgment, when Chriſt *wrll be revealed 


from. Heaven, not only to thoſe that Love him, bur 
al ſo to thoſe that Hate him, for every eye ſhall then 


ſee him, and he will come in flaming Fire to take 


Vengeance upon you that have nor obayed this Gof- 


pel-Precepr, to Love him. The Conſideration of 1 
this ſhonld awaken you to fear and fly from Sin, 


which otherwiſe will be your ruine and eternal Per- 
dition ; and O that withal you would be perſwaded 


to apply your ſelves unto the Lord Jeſus Chriſt by 


Faith, that you may hereby have Intereſt in him, 
and in that 8 

you, and which in the Goſpel is freely tendred unto 
you! and this Faith in Chriſt would work Love to 


' Chriſt, and put you in a capacity of theſe Manifet- 


rations of Chriſt's Love unto your Souls, 


EE = * 


Sect- VII. 
Uſe 2. T He ſecond Uſe concerneth ſuch of you as 


have ſome Love unto Chriſt, but are 


without theſe Manifeſtations ; and there are two 


ſorts of ſuch ; 1. Some of you never had theſe Mani- 


feſtations. Some of you have had theſe Manifeſtati- 


ons but have loſt them. 


1. Some of you never had theſe Manifeſtations Þ 
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of Chriſt's Love. I: may be you are young and raw 


Chriſtians, a little while ago you were forward Scho- 
lars in the School of the Deviſ, and ſerved divers luſts 
with all your might and ſtrength; the Lord hath lately 
hedg'd up your way with thorns, hath opened your 


danger, but as yer your eyes are not open as to any 
comfortable fight of your Saviour; Indeed Chriſt hath 
been revealed unto you as able and willing to ſave 
you, and you have been drawn by the Word and 


Spirit to take hold on him, and to give up your 


ſelves unto him; but as yet you are in the dark as 
to your Spiritual Eſtate; you are under doubts and 


fears of unſoundneſs and rottenneſs at heart, that you 


are Hy pocrites, and ſhall fall away, as other Pro- 
feſſors like your ſelves have done; you fear you ſhall 
one day periſh by the hand of Saul, that the Devil 
and your own Luſts will be too hard for you, and pre- 


Vail ſo far with you, as to pull you back into wayes 


of Sin, and thereby to pull you down into the bot- 
tomleſs Pit of Hell: This cauſeth a dread upon your 
ſpirits, and fearful apprehenſions of God's wrath and 
tuture Vengeance; this fetcheth many a ſad and hea- 
vy ſigh from your breaſts, many a briniſh tear from 


4 your eyes, you are troubled, bowed down greatly, 


and go mourning all the day: Yet you are reſolved 
to give your attendance ſtill unto Ordinances, and 
there to wait upon.the Lord, and for the Lord; you 
are relolved, notwithſtanding all diſcouragements, 
that you will be the Lord's, though you know nor 


whether he be yours; you are reſolved thatChriſt ſhall 


have your hearts, and you will venture your Souls 


| upon him, though yonknow nor whether you are ac- 
cepted by. him. This may be a Uſe of Encourage- 


ment 


Chriſt 4 Manifeſtation, N -T | 
ment unto you; certainly you are ſuch as love Chriſt, 
and are beloved by Chriſt, and Chriſt will manifeſt | 
himſelf unro ſuch as have ſuch Love; let me tell you. 
that Chritt is not far from you, whatever you may 
apprehend, though he be out of your ſight, yet you 
are not out of his, his eye is upon you, and his heart 
is towards you; he hears all your fight, he fees all 
your tears, he pities you, and ſympathizeth with you- | 
in all your Griefs; he loves you, and ere long will 
let you know it ; he is now prepating you for {weet; | 
diſcoveries of himſelf, and ere long he will give you | 
„ thoſe diſcoveries. If you follow on to ſeek him, he 
will certainly and may ſuddenly be found of you u? 
And who knows but this may be the time of Chriſt's: | 
_ manifeſting his Love ? it may be whilſt you are Rea- } 
ding this diſcourſe, you may have a glimpſe of his 
face, and hear his Voice ſaying unto you, Be of ged. 
- cheer, your fins are forgiven you, Lift up the Hands 
that hang down, lift up the Heart that is caſt down; 
Look up then dejeted Soul, thy Saviour is before 
thee, open thine Eyes and look, look with the Eye. 
of Faith, canſt thou not fee a marvellous Beauty in 
his countenance ? doſt thou not perceive ſome ſmiles ll 
in his Face, ſome Smiles upon thy Soul? Doſt thou 
not feel his Spirit {weerly breathing upon thine heart, 
perſwading thee, and giving thee a ſweet fence f 
Chriſts peculiar Love unto thee ? Doſt thou not per- 
ceive ſome inward knockings ar the door of thine | 
heart, and hear ſome inward callings 2 Open to me, 
and I will come in and ſup with thee : This is the Voice ; 
of thy Beloved; make haſte and open all the Faculties 
of thy Soul, lift up the Everlaſting Gates to this Ring 
of Glory; ſend forth the Handmaids of thy Deſires to 
invite the Lord in, let thy Faith take hold on him 
G4 and. 
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and uſher him into thy Soul, and then embrace him 
jo the Arms of thy deareſt Love, and give him ſuch. 
entertainment that he may abide with thee for ever. 
Wh 2. There are others of you have had ſome mani- 
fellations of Chriſt unto you formerly, but you have 
loft them : your beloved hach withdrawn himſelf 
and is gone, you call and he giveth no anſwer, you 
ſeek him, but you cannot find him. Time hath been 
when our Lord was preſent, and gave you Gracious 
viſits frequently, many a ſecrer ſmile you have ſeen _ 
in his face, many a comfortable word you have had 
from his mouth, many a Jove-roken you have re- 
geived at his hand: Time hath been when you had 
your evidences: written out fair and clean, with the 
Seal of the Spirit ſer unto them, and how exceeding- 
iy did you then rejoice in the ſenſe of Chriſt's love? 
=. 50% did you feaſt your ſelves upon his rich entertain- . 
vent of Goſpel-priviledges which through him you 
ere inveſted withal ? And O the admirings which 
hben you had of free Grace! O the ſweet meltings 
of heart in the kindly ſenſe of fin! O the enlargments 
ol deſire which you had in your Prayers! O. the burn- 
ings of love to Chriſt which you have often felt in 
Jour boſomes 1 O the lively hopes which you had, 
ine ffable delight in hope of the Glory of God ! But 
no there is a ſtrange decay within you of Grace, 
and Alceration as if you were not the ſame Men and 
Women as you were before. Yor have withdrawn 
{| your ſelves from Chriſt, and he hath witdrawn him- 
elf from your Souls: youbave det dowry your watch, 
land the Devil hath got advantage againſt you by his 
1 devices, he hath watched his opportunity and en- 
k |{rangled you in the ſnares of ſome fins ; whilſt you 
hae heedleſly gon to the utmoſt confines of w_ 
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ey if God were offended; you might quickly retire 


aware you have been drawn along, partly willing 
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and been upon the borders of fin, the Devil hath teat | 


forth a fquadron of remprations not with fiery darts, | 


but with filken cords, which have treated and pat- 


lyed with you to entice & perſwade you to go a little 
further, they have told you what pleaſant Fak dorh | 

row Within thoſe borders moſt ſweet and delicious 
ro the taſte; that there are Silver and Golden Mines 
which you might quickly dig up, and find precious 
ſubſtance ; that there you might have honour and 
eſteem, and what would you turn back unto all 
theſe? would you be fo nice and ſtrict as not to dc- 
ſpenſe with a little duty, as not to ſtep over the hedge 
a little way, where the delights and ad vantage would 
be ſo great. And if you have heſitated, they have 
told you that it was very diſputable, whether tbe 
confines of duty did not reach beyond the place which 
they would bring you unto, propounding the ex- 
ample of others of the ſame Religious Profeſſion, that 
ha ve frquently gene fo far, and why ſhould you ſcru- 
ple: or if it were a tranſgreſſion it was but a little Wi 
tranſgreſſion, they would not deſire you to go far, and 


9 


wha is there chat lives and doth nor tranſgreſs thoſe i 
bounds ? and you might eaſily repent and find mer, 


x 


and return into your former limits; then whilit you 


have been parlying with temptations, the filken cords | 


have been faſtned about you, and ere you have been 


and partly unwilling, and enticed unto ſome kind of 
fins, and complyed with fome kind of luſts, indulg- 
ing your ſelyes to give them ſatisfaction, whereby j 
you have been beguil'd and befool'd, whereby you Þ 
have been ſecretly . wounded and inwardly denied; 
and thus your evidences for Heaven have been mi- 
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ſerably bloted, ſo that now you are nor able to read 
them. Time hath been when worldly Affections 
ſeemed to be mortified within you, to be dead and 
buried, many a fore thruſt and wound you had given 
unto them, and how-did they bleed and faint, and 
grew fo weak that' they ſeemed to be giving up the 
SGhoſt, and you have thought ſurely they- would never 
ſtir much in you any more; and then your love to 
= Chriſt was ſtrong and active, and lir did burn and 
flame within yon; and O the zeal which you then 
had for your Maſter's honour, and you ſeemed to 
hape no intereſt to carry on in the world but the in- 
3 | rereſt of Chriſt, and you minded not your own things 
upon your own account, but all your intereſts were 
fſwallowed up in the intereſt of Jeſus Chriſt, which 
vou chiefly minded and cared for, and made every 
thing elle to truckle under it, and to be ſubſer vient un- 
© toit; but now your affections to Chriſt are ſtrangly 
cCooled]; it there be the fire bf love to Chriſt ſtill with» 
in you, it is not fire in burning coals, or in a vehe- 
ment flame, bur it is a fire in a few ſcattered ſparks, 
and thoſe raked over that they give neither light nor 
beat, and are hardly, if at all, diſcernable by you; 
and your worldy Affections which ſeem'd to be dead, 
they have gotten Spirit and Life and Vigour, and 
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the world, and the things in the world, and theſe ac- 
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have loft your firſt love, and you have loft your | 


fled our of fight, they are loſt and gone, and the bars 
remembrance of them only doth remain, and whar-# 


have expelled and baniſhed-your ſpirirual ; now the 
_ reliſh with you as. heretofore ; your minding and fa- 
which indulged fin hath done unto you!! O the un- 


. which fin hath caſt upon your profeſſion! O the ha- 


"amongſt your comforts | Leaves, you have Aill of, 
an eurward profeſſion, but where is your fruit rof 
be found ? If you have ſome fruit, is it nor withere 


-mongft you ? And what need have you to rezzombenanl 


— 


I Chr iſt s Manifeſtation, NCM. 1 
uſurp his ſeat. And is it then awonder if your beloved 
be offended that you ſhould thus decline in your love, | 
that your hearts ſhould go a whoring from him unto | 
the Creature, in your giving thoſe affections units i 
any thing in the world which are his due? Hence ir 
is chat Chriſt hath ſhut up his countenance from you. 0 
or if he looks, it is with frowns upon you; you | 


firſt fights, and your firſt rafts of the Love of | 
Chriſt; now your ſpiritual joyes and comforts are | 


ever delights you have they are only ſuch as come 
in at the dore of ſenſe, you have none ar all that come 3 
in at the doors of faith, and your ſenſual delights 


rich Goſpel-priviledges have not that ſavor and ſweet 


vouring ſo much the Earth and Earthly things hath 
diſrehiſhed” your ſpiritual - appetite. O the miſchief! 


felt wounds, but ſo much the more deep and dan- 
gerous, which fin hath given you! O the defitements 
of fin in your Conſciences, and the ſtains and blots 


vock which fin hath made amongft your graces, and 
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fruit, ſour and ill reliſned, not ſuch ripe and mi o 
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and ſweet fruit as beretofore in your flouriſhing e 


 ftate? Surely. the Lord is at a great diſtance from 


ſuch of you, and are there not :00 many. tuch ag 
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e ot your fins, to humble your ſelves deeply, to re- 
5 ſt ent and grieve and mourn, to turn'your laughter 


into weeping, and your joy inro heavineſs, and to 
return unto the Lord ſpeedily and do your firſt works, 
Ag ”otherwiſe ſome fearful judgments are like to befal 
vou, and the Lord may be even forced to.awaken 
du with a vengeance, and make you a terrour unto 
our ſelves ard unto all abdur you: Don't provoke 
the Lord, by your thus runing away from him, to 
follow you with a ſtorm as he did Jona, and to de- 
x 1 veur you in the floods and wa ves of dreadful afflict- 
: ons. that hereby he may reduce and reſtore you, 
and kcep you from being drowned in unter perdition 
and etc rnal deſtruction. It may be the Lord hath 
ſcourged ſome of you for your faults with the rods of 
ſome crolſes and diſappointments, ſome outward 
loſſes and troubles; it may be he hath put bitterneſs 
upon thoſe breals which you have been ſucking, and 
mingling gall in the cup of your pleaſures which you 
W have been drinking ; and you have begun to think of 
= your evil waycs, and ſeen what an evil thing and bit- 
crit is to backſlide from the Lord; and you have 
E: thcazhr it was beſt with you when you were neareſt 
Þ unto Chiift; It may be God bath dealt with you as 
4 be telleth his backſliding peopie he would do with 
them, II/. 2. 6, 7. Behold I will bedge up thy way with 
bern, and make a wall that ſhe ſhall not find her paths: 
aud ſhe ſhall follow after her Lovers, but ſhe ſhall not 
verrale them, and ſhe (hall ſeell them, but ſhe ſhall 
dor finde them; Then ſhall ſhe ſay, 1 will go and return 
e my firſt husband, for then it was better with me than 
ew. And now you are ſeeking after your Beloved, 
ut he hath withdraw himſelf from you, and ſeems 
o take no notice of you; you call and cry, and ſigh. 
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and weep,and lament, and complain, and ſeek, & wait, 


and yet he withholds from you all ſpecial diſcoveries 
of his Love: Poſſibly doubts may hence ariſe, and 


fears grow upon your ſpirits, and you are ready to 


ſink, and ſometimes are almoſt overwhelmed with in- 


ward trouble. Let this Doctrine be an encourage 
ment to you ſtill ro ſeek diligently and wait patient 


ly, for the Lord will manifeſt himſelf again unto you 
in his own time, which ische beſt time: He may 


you for a while whether you will follow him in the 


dark, he may (uffer you to wait ſome time for him, 
who have-mide him to wait ſo long time for you; 


Bur if you perſevere to ſeek him diligently in his 
ways, you ſhall finde that it will not be in vain. And 
what would you ſay, ye backſliding fouls, if the 
Lord ſhould manifeſt himſelf unro you ar this time? 
would you not abuſe his kindneſs ? if he ſhould dil» 
cover his Love to you again, would you not grow 


wanton and carnally ſecure ? if he ſhould now renew 


your evidences and give them fair written, and eaſie 
to be read by you, would you not blot them again 
by your fins, if he ſhould now ſpeak peace unto your 


Conſciences, would you not again return unto folly? 
If he ſhould now reftore unto you the joyes of his ſal- 
vation, and ſend down the Holy Ghoſt from Hea- 


ven to come unto you, to be your comforter and ta 
dwell with you, would you not grieve and quench | 
the Spirit and provoke him to another retirement, 
and more dreadtul withdrawings than before? It 
may be the Lord will try you; ir may be the Lord 
may draw near and make ſome diſcovery of himſelf, } 
and diſcovery of his Love unto you: it may be the 
Lord may look kindly now upon you, and ſecretly Wi 
by his Spirit ſpeak kindly unto you: you are nos 
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Spirit, at leaſt he may give you a glimpſe, a glance, 
a little taſte, ſuch as ſhall raviſh your hearts. How- 

ever Wait for him, and with earneſt deſires and im- 
portunate requeſts, plead with him for his returns, 


and theſe manifeſtations, and that in ſuch kind of 
Language as this: Come Lord Feſus, Come quickly make 
hafte O my beloved, make haſte to my ſoul that thirſteth 
for thee, as the parched land after the ſweet ſhowers that 


Full from heaven, as the hunted Heart after the cooling 


and refreſhing ſtreams of the water-brooks. O when 
ſhall I drink F thoſe waters of Life which thou _— 
give, who art the fountain and ſpring from whence they 


Fos when ſhall I taſte again, how good thou art p when 


ſhall -T ſee thee again, and feed, and feaſt my ſoul again, 


wit ß thy love ? when Lord, O when wilt thou come unto. 
me d wilt thou caft off fer ever? wilt thou be favourable 


no more? haſt thou in anger ſhut up thy bowels ? ſhall 
thy cloud alwayes ſit upon thy brow ? ſhall thy curtain 


 alwayes be drawn before thy face? Truth Lord, J have 


grievonſly finnea, and greatly offended thee's but have I 
not, do I not truly repent ? « there any thing in the 


world ſo grievous unto me as the remembrance_of my mij- 
lb | carriaces ? I acknowled? my offence, my folly and borrid , 
ingratitude; but fhall my fins be alwayes a wall of ſepar- 


FU! ation between me and my beloved? are not thy bowels 


tender? are not thy mercies plentiful ? is there not for. 


: 


i 


them that diligently ſeeł thee ? and didlt thou ever fail 


giveneſs with thee that thou mayeſt be feared and'the 


Ut more dearly heloved doſt tho not forgive freely without 


upbraiding? haſt thou not promiſed to be found of all. 


it. 
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in thy word unto' any e and ſhall I be the firſtꝰ are not 
the deſires of my Soul after thee, and that Chiefly, and 
that Earneſtiy? Ii there not death and drought in ll | 
things beneath thy ſelf, nothing that can give me ſatis= |} 
Faction à have I not renounced the World for my Portion? |} 
Thou miphteſt fend me to the World for help and comfort, 

to the World which T have over-earnefily deſired and lov- 
ed, and over. eagerly ſought for contentment and happi= 1 


neſs in; But is this thy want, and thy way, and the 


maner of thy dealing with them that are greived for 
their Sin, and aſhamed of their Foily > Haſt thou not 


promiſed to manifeſt thy ſelf unto them that love thee? 


and do not I love thee? daſt not thou who knoweſt al! 


things, hnow that I love thee ?. though my Love be im- 
perfect, et is it not true? though it be weak, yet is it not 


ſincere ? elſe whence are theſe deſires after Thee above all 


Perſons and Things in the Morld ? are not theſs the pro- 
duct of true Love ? and wilt thou not make good thy Pro. 
miſe then, to manifeſt thy ſelf unto me? and if I had the 
Manifeſtations of thy Love, would not my love grow and 
encreaſe hereby ? Should J not love thee more dearly and 


| ſtrongly, if I had clear diſcoveries, and were perſwaded 
aſſuredly of thy love unto me? Truth Lord, I am alio- 


gether unworthy of ſuch a favour ; but didſt thou ever be- 


ſtow this favour upon any for their deſerts ? are not al thy | 
Gifts free? and am not I as capable as any of Free-grace? 


the more unworthy, the more I ſhall admire thee ; the 
more is forgiven, I ſhall love the more; And may I not 


Sr — x ö 


now have a taſte of thy Loving kindneſi? Haſten my 


Beloved, O haſten umto me, and be as a Ro? upon the 
Mountains of Spices | Do not veil thy face from me any 
lonper, do not conceal thy love, but now, O now draw 
near, and make me exceeing glad in the light of thy 
Countenance, and in the beauty of thy Face, and fmiles 


thereof | 
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thereof. Such deſires ànd pleadings as theſe might 
prevail with the Lord forthwith to return again un- 
ro you, and to ſay, Nel Soul, I have heard thy Pray- 
er. thy breathing, and thy cry; thy pleadings have pre- 
vailed with me, and I am now come unto thee, and be 
iiit to thee according to thy Deſires ; Come Soul, and look 
u, lift up thine eyes, and ſee, Here I am, Behold me, 
I Bebold me, this day I am came to bri ng glad tydings of 
great Foy unto thee. I afſure thee, that 1 am thine, and 
all mane is thine, and thou art mine, and (halt be mine 
for ever. And v!hat words can ſound ſo ſweet and 
yield ſuch comfort, as theſe or ſuch like, ſpoken by 
the Spirit unto the hearts of thoſe from whomChritt 
is withdrawn? 


/ 
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Dez. THA. Third Uſe doth concern you that do 

1 jove Chriſt, and have the Manifeſtations 

of his Love to your Souls: Three things be exhorted 

unto; 1. Rejoyce in the Lord. 2. Admire his Free 
| Grace. 3. Labour to retain theſe Manifeſtations. 

_ 1. You that have the Manifeſtations of the Love 
of Chriſt, Re joyce in zhe Lord; of all Perſons in the 
world, you have moſt reaſon to rejoyce, you are the 

happieſt men and women alive. It is not Wealth 

in the greateſt abundance which can make men ha p- 

pp, the richeſt Perſons have often thorns of the great- 
eit diſcontent to pierce their hearts and Stings of 

the Greateſt guilt to wound their Conſciences: It 
is not the highet Honour and worldly Dignity which 
can make men happy; the vileſt men are often ex- 
alted, and thoſe that are in the Higheſt places, are 
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Chriſt's Manifeſtation, &c. 155 
in the moſt Slippery places, from whence they ar®© 


ſoon caſt down into deſtruction, and: whatever ſecu- 
rity they have in Life, yer they are ufually conſumed 


* utterly wirh Terrours when grim Death doth appear 


and ſummon them to depart. It is not the {weeteſt 
ſenſual Delight which can make men happy; Vanity 
is the Attendant, and Vexation of Spirit is the Con- 


ſequent of all thoſe pleaſures that are ſenſual and ſin- 


ful, which are the ſeed alſo of Pain and Everlaſting 
tor ment: Such only can be ſaid to be happy in truth, 
as are really unired and related unto Jeſus Chriſt, and 
through him reconciled unto God, and entituled un- 
to the Kingdom of Heaven; but you are the moſt 
happy and have reaſon to take the moſt comfort, 
who have not only Relation unto Chriſt, but alſo 
the Manifeſtations of him; who know that Chriſt is 
yours, and you are his, that Chriſt loveth you and 


that his Love, as it had no beginning, ſo it is without 


changing, and will know no ending. If you know that 
Chrift loveth you, you bave reaſon to rejoyce, be- 
cauſe hereby you may know affuredly that you are 
Elected, that God by an eternal and unchangeable 
Decree hath choſen you, when he hath choſen fo 
few of fallen Men, and none of the fallen Angels, 
and when there was not the leaft foreſeen Motive to 
induce him hereunto; the affurance of this may yield 
unexpreſſible ſweetneſs unto you. If you know that 
Chriit Loveth you, you may know aſſuredly your 
Effectual Calling, Converlion, and wonderful Union 
unto Chriſt ; and O hat matter of Joy is it to think, 
how God hath called you out of Darkneſs into his 
marvellous Light? how he bath delivered you out of 
the Snare of the Devil, and the bonds of your own 


Luſts, and ſer yeur Souls at liberty ! how he hath 
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Wrought a Miracle in your firſt Reſurrection from 
| | the Grave and Spiritual death of Sin, and put forth 


5 eee e eee — 


z none that ſhall condemn yo 


0 of his Children 2 If you know that Chriſt doth 
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the ſame power in your New Creation and change 
of your Natures, as in his firſt Creation of the World ! 
how he hath diſſolved and made a divorce between 


Jour hearts and your fins, and ſo wonderfully Uni- 
14 red and eſpouſed you unto the Lord Jeſus, and by 


this Conjunction and Relation given you an Intereſt 
in all the Priviledges which Cbriſt hath purchaſed. 
If you know that Chriſt doth love you, you may 
kao affuredly that you are Fuſtified through his Me- 
ms and Mediation, and O what matter of Joy is 


this, to think that all your fins Original and actual, 
are pardoned, that none can lay any fin to your, 


charge, becauſe God hath juſtified yon! that there 
| becauſe Chriſt hath 
loved you, and out of Love hath dyed for you, and 


is now making Interceſſion for you at the right band 


of God, Rem. g. 33: 34. to be acquitted from all Guilt, 
and no more ly able unto future wrath than if you had 
never offended, and when you had no Righteouſ- 


neſs of your own, to be accepted as perfectly Righ- 
teous in the fight of God, through the Imputation 


of Chrift's perfect Righteouſneſs! Who have reaſon 
to rejoyce, if you have not reaſon ? If you know that 


Thrift Loveth you, you may aſſuredly ſay, that you 
are the Sons and Daughters of the Lord Alm'ghty; 


and will you nor rejoyce, when of Children of the 
Devil, Children of Diſobedience, Children of Wrath, 


you are made the Children of God, the Glorious 


Jehovah, that is the Supreme Sovereign and King 


of the whole World, and when you have not a empty 


Name only, but are entituled ro all the Priviledges 
love 


you, 
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you, If you know aſſuredly that he will keep alive 
is Intereſt in you, preſerve his Grace in your heartt, 
and enable you to perſevere in Faith and Holineſs, 
notwithſtanding all the alluring Temptations which 


you may meer withal in the World, notwithſtanding 


all rhe Suggeſtions and Oppoſitions of Satan, and 
notwithſtanding all the -powerful workings of your 
remaining luſts and corruptions, all which do com- 
bine together, and uſe all their power and policy 


( which is great) to extirpate your Grace, to draw 


you into ſin, to entice or force you out of the ways 
of God; and O what matter of comfort is it, that 
the Lord Jeſus who loveth yon, hath undertaken for 
you, to keep you in his hand, and by his unſeen but 
mighty power to enable you to reſiſt and overcome, 
to hold on in his wayes, and hold out unto the end, 
fo that you may triumph with the Apoſtle, and lays 
as Rom. 8. 35, 37. Hho ſhall ſeparate us from the love 
of -Chrift ? ſhall tribulation, or diſtreſs, or perſecution? 
or famine, or nahedneſs, or peril, or ſword ? Nay; in all 
theſe things we are more than conquerors through him 
that loved us. And you may be perſwaded as Pas 
was, and greatly rejoyce therein, that, as v. 38, 39- 
Neither death, nor life, nor Angels, nor Principalities, 
nor Powers, nor things preſent, nor things to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other Creature ſhall be able 
to ſeparate you from the love of God which is in Chriſt 
Feſus your Lord. If you know that Chriſt, doth love 
you, you may know aſſuredly that your Prayers have 
audience with God, tbat whatever imperfections 


and ſinful mixtures they have, yer that they are 
' mingled with the (veer Incence of Chraſt's Mer- 


its, through which they are perfumed and accep- 
ted; and what comfort is this, that whate- 
5 a ver 
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, | ver you ask of the Father in the Name of your dear 
Lud Jeſus, if it be for his Glory and your good, he 


v. I certainly procure it for you. To conclude, If 
AY you know that Chriſt doth love you, you may know - 
g ſſuredly that you are Heirs of the Kingdom of Hea- 

17 Ven, and that as certainly as you are alive, you ſhall 
Tz attain eternal Felicity in the Beatifical Viſion and 
Fruirion of your Lord; as certainly as you have the 
firſt Fruits, fo certainly ſhall you have the Harveſt ; 
as certainly as you have the Earneſt, ſo certainly 
hall you have the Inheritance; as certainly as you 
ſee Chriſt by Faith here, ſo certainly ſhall you have 
the Bearifical Viſion of his Perſon and Glory in Hea- 
ven, and be made perfectly happy in the eternal and 
Full Enjoyment of him ; O how ſhould you then re- 
Joyce in the Lord, rejoyce in his Perſon, rejoyce in 
Love, rejovce in his Benefits, rejoyce in whar you 


& have, and rejoyce in what you hope to have by him; 


; - Tejoyce in what you ſee now, and feel now, and taſte 
now; and rejoyce in the foreſights and foretaſtes of 
your Happineſs to come. Rejoyce in the Lord alwayes, 
and again I jay Rejoyoe. Os 

2. If you have Manifeſtations of Cyriſt's Love un- 
ro you, Admire his free Grace in theſe Manifeſtations; 
s Fob. 14.22. when Chriſt bad promiſed to mani- 
teſt himſelf unto ſuch as love him, Judas (not Iſca- 
riot, he was the Traytor, and had no true love to his 
Maſter, but Fudes the Brother of ame) ſaith ro him, 
Lord bow is it that thou wilt manifeſt thy ſelf. unto us, 
and not unto the World? This Queſtion is not a Que- 


ſtion of Enquiry concerning the Way and Manger 


how Chriſt would manifeft himſelf unto them, bur 
it is a Queſtion of Admiration concerning the Thing; 
Ti yori GÞ nut winder i, i, mnow]3y. What 

is 


pe 
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ions; 
mant- 
Iſca- 
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hing; 
What 
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Ghoſt, from Heaven, (which is more than if he had. 
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is done? or What is to come to paſs? How is it? or 
Whence is it? His Queſtion did not expect an An- 


ſwer, neither do we find any to it, but only expreſ- 


fed his Wonder that Chriſt ſhould manifeſt himſelf 


unto them. And how ſhould you wonder then that 


rhe Lord Jeſus ſhould manifeſt himſelfunto you! That 
the Lord Jeſus, whoſe Name is Wonderful, and bath 
fo many Wonders in him, a Perſon of fo great Emi- 
nency and Excellency, who hath ſuch a Crown of 
Glory upon his Head, ſuch Robes of Glory upon his 
Back, and on the Veſture of his Garment and his 
Thigh a Name written, King of Kings, and Lord of 
Lords; that this moſt excellent Perſon ſhould manifeft 
himſelf unto You, ſuch as You, when he conceals. 
himſelf from the greateſt Princes of the Earth, who 
by their Intereſt, . Authority and Influence might 
highly promote his Glory, he ſhonld manifeſt himſelf 
unto You, who for the moſt part are low and mean, 
poor and deſpiſed in the World; that when be hideth 
himſelf from moſt of the Wife and Prudent, and great 
Sholars in the world, who by their Parts and Learn- 
ing might magnifie his Name, and ſpread his Fame, 
he ſhould manifeſt himſelf unto you, 'who for. the 
moſt part are perſons of mean e and Education; 
that when Chriſt hideth himſelf from many Moraliſts, 
who have eſcaped the groſſer Pollutions which are in 
the World, he ſhould reveal and manifeſt himſelf un- 
to you, ſome of whom before Converſion were noto-: 


tiouſly guilty of moſt foul fins; that when Chriſt ma- 


nifeſteth himſelf unto ſo Few, that you ſhould be in 
the Number of thoſe. Few; how many wonders: 
are here; That this Glorious Perſon ſhould ſend 
down another Glorious, Perſon, I mean the Holy: 
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That he ſhould make uſe of the Fooliſhneſs of Preach- 
ng as a Means to effect this great thing, that while 


4 2:man of like paſſions and infirmities with your ſelves 
is opening and applying the Scriptures, the Lord by 


| this-means ſhould unveil himſelf and open the trea- 


81 ſures of his Love unto you: that your humble, fervent 
and believing prayers here on Earth ſhould aſcend up 


do the throne of God that is in Heaven, and move 
= rhe Lord Jeſus that is there ro come down thence, 
Wy though not in perſon, yet by his Spirit; that prayer 
dmaould open heaven gates, and have ſuch a prevalency 


oe this manifeſt ation and diſcovery of Chriſt ; though 
de beſt prayers of che beſt men are not without mix- 


ture of ſin: that whilft you are ſitting ar the Lord's ta- 


you are eating bread and wine at the Sacrament, he 
ſhould give you to ſee and feel and taſte himſelf and 
his Love by your Spiritual ſenſes. It was wonderful 
humiliation in Chriſt that when he could have com- 
manded the moſt, ſtately Horſes, yea Lions, Ele- 
phants, or Unicorns, he ſnould ride to Feruſalem up- 
on an Aſs, aud when Chriſt hath the Chariots of fo 
many thouſand glorious Angels, which he could com- 
mand and ride triumphantly in, when be makes diſ- 
covery of himſelf un to his people, that he ſhould make 
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| covery of himſelf unto you? how many wonders are 
bere ? bow ſhould you admire his wonderful Grace 
and Love, and ſay, what is man that thou art thus 
EG mindful of him, or any of the ſons of men, that thou ſhould- 


= 
e 


1 Aud why ſÞouldſt thou manifeſt thy ſelf unto us ? even ſo 


% gh: - 0 | | | : CES 12 WE "I | % ES 
eat down all the Glorious Angels which are in Hea- 
ven) to make this Diſcovery of himſelf unto you; 


ble, the Lord himſelf ſhould give you a viſit, and whilſt 


uſe: of rhe Chariots of fo mean Ordinances in the diſ- 


2 thus viſit them? what are we unworthy wretches d 


F : * - 

If * . 

1 a 

14 . 1 4 
8 4 * 
/ * 
* 
* 

5 * 


"Obit 4/4S. „ Manif ations. Aa. 161 


dear Feſus becauſe i it ſeemed good in thy fight © eſpecially. 
you have reaſon to wonder and admire. ar. the mani- 
feſtations which Chriſt barh given of himſelf and love. 
to you, when you confider the excellency of thoſe ma- 
nifeſtations and diſcoveries. beyond all other diſco. 

veries. If you have ſeen the moſt rare works of Art 


and Human Invention, the moſt curious Pictures, 


the moſt ſtately Edifices, or any other works of the 
moſt ingenious contrivement: If you. have viewed 
the works of nature which do far exceed thoſe of Art, 
the beautiful frame of the Heavens over your heads, | 
and the glorions Luminaries of Sun, Moon, and Stats, in 
their wonderful light and motion; the Earth under 


your feet when it hath got on its beſt artire, when the 


fields are clothed with graſs in the Spring, or enrich - 
ed with corn in the ſummer; If you have. ſeen the 
molt pleaſant Brooks and Streams, aud Fountains. ot 
water, the ok ſtately Groves with lofty and broad.. 
ſhadowing recs; the moſt fouriſhing Orchards, moſt 
richly laden with variety of the moft delicious fruit; 
the moſt delightful Gardens with variety of the choĩſ- 


eſt Flowers — * forth the moſt fragrant ſmell; If, 
you have ſeen all ſorts of Birds, and fowls in the Air, 


All ſorts of Beaſts on the Earth, All ſorts of ſiſh in the 


Sea; If you. have ſeen the moſt goodiy men that exer 


were born; the faireſt women, with the moſt ſparks. 


| ling beauty: What is rhe fight of all theſe chings, and 
-- | moit lovely 
of the body ? the light of all ia but mean and con- 


objects chat ever were vible to the eye 


temptible and not worthy to be named in compariſon 
with the ſight of the Lord Jeſus by che eye of the Soul; 
Whatever beauty and lovelineſs there is to be found 
in any, or im all vilible Creatures, there is ingnitely,;. 
more beauty and lovelineſs in Jeſus Chriſt;all.viſible, 


beauf- 1s W ines beau, 


. 2g . | | 
of : , 


ä — — 1 
1 — 

7 £1 - 

RX » 


bl 162 - Ar Appendix concerning 


all viſible beauty is fading, like the flower that ſoon 
wWichereth, like the leafe that ſoon fadeth, but in Chriſt 
WW There is permanent beauty; all viſible beauty is infe- 
r;t:iour and mean, yea deformity compared with Chriſt's 
„ tranſcendent lovelineſs. There is no diſcovery to the 
eye of the mind comparable ro the diſcovery of Chriſt 
{1 unto the eye of Faith; the light of Nature in the 
WY - greateſt improvement of it, is bur a weak and dim 
7 tight in e with the ſpiritual light of the 
7 Kknowledg of Chriſt; no light fo clear and bright, no 
light ſo pure and ſweet, as that which makes diſcove- 
ry of rhe Lord Jeſus unto the Soul. This diſcovery 
of Chriſt doth diſpel clouds from the Mind, and ex- 
bale luſts from the Heart; it doth brighren the un- 
derſtanding and cleanſe the Aﬀections ; it doth warm 
7. the Heart with love, and fill the Heart with com- 
fort; ir quits the Conſcience and purities it ; ir gives 
a moſt ſweet peace and rfanquillity to the ſpirit, and 
withal brings in ſuch ſpiritual joy, as is unſpeakable 
SZ and full of Glory. O how then ſhould you 2 the 
Niches of the Grace. and Kindneſs of the Lord Jeſus 
© | Chriſt unto you! that he ſhould give unto you this 
i diſcovery of himſelf, when the diſcovery is ſo admi- M 
rable, ſo excellent, ſo deſirable, ſo uſeful, and which 
Adoth lift you up into a far higher Degree of excellen- 
cy. than the otherwiſe moſt accompliſh'd perſons in 
the world, that are without this diſcovery, ” 
2 adſy. To conclude, If you have theſe manifeſtations 
of Chriſt and his love unto you, labour to retain theſe 
manifeſtations, In a word, take heed of endulging your 
| ſelves in any fins, which may provoke bim to de part 
from you, and withdraw the ſweet and comfortable 
iafluences of his Spirit, and be diligent in the uſe of all 
means and ordinances, publick, priva te and ſecret, 
Wbereby you may maintain daily Communion nnd 

© Fellowſhip with him. NIX. 
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